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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20TH, 2012 


The Editor and staff at The GEM wish all our readers and advertisers a very peaceful 
Christmas and every good fortune in the New Year. We are now taking a festive break 
and will not be publishing next week, but we will be back again on Thursday, January 3. 




Heartfelt 
'thank you’ 
to a local 
Responder 


A LOCAL garage 
owner can look for¬ 
ward to Christmas, 
thanks to a First 
Responder who 
saved his life earlier 
this year. 

In the early hours of 
the morning last 
February, Chris Pope, the 
owner of CP Motor 


Services in Llantwit 
Major, became violently 
ill. 

“I’d had a few minor 
health issues in previous 
months, but I’d thought 
nothing of it. 

“I went to bed one 
evening, and the next 
thing I knew I was wak¬ 
ing at 4am, feeling 
queasy, and suddenly 
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starting to vomit blood. I 
just didn’t know what 
was happening and why 
it was happening.” 

But help was at hand 
in the form of a familiar 
face. 

Chris explained: “It 
was Byron Evans, a regu¬ 
lar customer of mine and 
a scheme co-ordinator 
for the local Community 
First Responders (CFR). 

“He managed to stabi¬ 
lize me and keep me 
alive for the ambulance 
crew’s arrival. 

“If it wasn’t for 
Byron, I wouldn’t be 
here and I’ll always be 
grateful to the 
Responders.” 

Chris discovered the 
cause of the blood in his 
mouth when he arrived at 
the emergency unit. 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 4) 


TOMBOLA TEDDIES FOR FESTIVE FETE! 



ABOVE: Pupil Lantianna Darter and the geography department have helped collect teddies 
and other soft toys for the tombola stall at the recent Christmas fete. 


THE PTA at Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive has been working 
hard to raise extra funds to sup¬ 
port pupils at the school. 

Members have organised a cafe at 
recent parents’ evenings, and ran a teddy 
tombola stall at the sixth form Christmas 
fete. 

A spokeswoman said: “The involve¬ 
ment of pupils in events has been signifi¬ 
cantly increased, thanks to sixth form 


pupil Lantianna Darter. Lantianna has 
helped with the promotion of the collec¬ 
tion of teddies through the geography 
department, and is recruiting pupils to 
serve staff during the parents’ evenings. 

“The most recent donations have gone 
to the music department for a new drum 
kit, and to the geography department to 
buy more field work equipment. 

“As part of the continuing eco work at 
the school, we are running another ‘Bag 2 


School’ collection in January, and any 
donations will be gratefully received. 

“Please save your unwanted clothes, 
bags, shoes and soft toys and bring them 
to the school either in a ‘Bag 2 School’ 
bag or any plastic bag. Collection dates 
for next year are Wednesday, January 30 
(am) and Monday, July 8 (am).” 

Bags can be brought in to the school’s 
main office anytime in the week before 
collection. SL 
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Young musicians excel 
in Rotary competition 



THE Rotary Clubs of 
Bridgend and Porthcawl held 
the Rotary Young Musician 
competition at All Saints 
Church, Porthcawl, on 
December 5. 

Four very talented musicians per¬ 
formed a contrasting programme of 
music to an appreciative audience. The 
10-minute interval became 20 minutes, 
and the audience wondered if the adju¬ 
dicators would ever come to a deci¬ 
sion. 

Eventually, chairman of adjudica¬ 
tors, Aldon Rees, delivered the result 


and said how difficult a task the adju¬ 
dicators had been given. He praised the 
quality and accomplishment of the four 
competitors, each of whom could have 
been a worthy winner. 

Daniel Pugh-Bevan was awarded 
first place for his performance on the 
church organ. 

• The four competitors pictured 
above (left to right) are Rhianwen 
Keirl (violin), Hee-Chan Kang (piano), 
Daniel Pugh-Bevan (organ) and Celyn 
Ripley (flute) with president of the 
Rotary Club of Bridgend, Rev Mike 
Lewis and president of the Rotary 
Club of Porthcawl, Ken Roberts. 


Police target thieves 
over Christmas period 


POLICE in 
Bridgend are run¬ 
ning a special oper¬ 
ation in the lead up 
to Christmas to 
tackle thieves in the 
town’s main shop¬ 
ping areas. 

There will be a high 


visibility police pres¬ 
ence, with officers on 
foot patrol to reassure 
the public and deter 
potential offenders. 

Local Policing 
Inspector Paul Tinkler 
said: “I would like to 
reassure shoppers and 
traders that officers will 
be on patrol in our busy 


The council tax 
benefits cutbacks 
survey 


prompt 

BRIDGEND county 
borough residents 
are being invited to 
share their views on 
a new national 
scheme which will 
replace council tax 
benefit. 

The UK Government 
has announced it will be 
reducing the amount of 
money it spends on coun¬ 
cil tax benefit from April 
2013 onwards, meaning 
that from March 31 
council tax benefit will 
end. 

At the moment, coun¬ 
cils are able to help peo¬ 
ple on the lowest 
incomes to pay all of 
their council tax, but the 
new scheme will mean 
that residents will only 
get help for part of it. 

Out of the 15,782 
households currently 
receiving council tax 
benefit in Bridgend 
county borough, approxi¬ 
mately 11,800 are enti¬ 
tled to it in full. 

In Wales, the Welsh 
Government is replacing 
council tax benefit with 
the council tax reduction 


scheme, which will 
require all households to 
pay at least 10 per cent of 
their council tax bill. 

Although Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
(BCBC) can’t change the 
scheme, it’s conducting a 
consultation and will 
pass on those views to 
the Welsh Government 
before the new scheme 
begins. 

Residents can take 
part by visiting the coun¬ 
cil’s consultation pages 
at www.bridgend.gov.uk. 

Residents who are 
directly affected will also 
receive a letter inviting 
their views. 

Coun Mike Gregory, 
Bridgend cabinet mem¬ 
ber for resources, said: 
“The decision to replace 
council tax benefit is one 
which is out of the hands 
of councils like Bridgend, 
but we are keen to hear 
the views of our resi¬ 
dents. 

“This will impact on 
thousands of people liv¬ 
ing in our borough, so it 
is important we get their 
feedback. ” 


shopping areas over the 
Christmas period. 

“I also want to stress 
that anyone coming to 
Bridgend with the inten¬ 
tion of causing any form 
of disruption or commit¬ 
ting crime will be dealt 
with robustly.” 

As part of the opera¬ 
tion, officers from neigh¬ 
bourhood policing teams 
and Safer Bridgend have 
been holding crime pre¬ 
vention stalls in the bor¬ 
ough’s shops and super¬ 
markets, where they 
have been providing 
advice to shoppers. 

Inspector Tinkler con¬ 
tinued: “By following 
some basic crime pre¬ 
vention advice, you can 
stop opportunist thieves 
from spoiling your 
Christmas. 

“Keep bags secure 
and close to your person, 
never leave your belong¬ 
ings unattended and 
never leave valuables in 
sight.” 

Shoppers are remind¬ 
ed of the following 
crime prevention advice 
this Christmas: 

• When the shops are 
crowded, the pickpocket 
has more chance to steal 
from you. Stay alert and 
be extra careful with 
your wallet or purse. 

• Keep your 
purse/wallet close to 
your body and don’t 
carry too much cash. 

• If you travel by car, 
make sure you park in a 
well-lit area, lock all 
doors and windows and 
do not leave presents in 
view. 

• Try not to return to 
your car to leave pur¬ 
chases in the boot before 
continuing with your 
shopping trip, as thieves 
may well watch car 
parks for such a chance. 


MP meets 
some VIPs 

(Very Important 
Pooches) 

ON December 7, 

Bridgend MP 
Madeleine Moon 
paid a festive visit to 
the Bridgend Dogs 
Trust rehoming 
centre, and was 
greeted by several 
VIPs (very impor¬ 
tant pooches). 

Mrs Moon, who has 
owned Dogs Trust dogs 
in the past, made many 
new furry friends at the 
centre, but it was clear 
for all to see that there 
was a special connec¬ 
tion with gorgeous 
Lurcher, Bolt (pictured 
right). 

Ms Moon also dis¬ 
cussed key dog welfare 
issues with front line 
staff at the centre and 
learned more about the 
charity’s Christmas 
campaign. Staff 
explained why ‘A Dog is 
for Life, Not Just for 
Christmas ’, and high¬ 
lighted cases of aban¬ 
donment seen over pre¬ 
vious festive periods. 

Speaking following 
the visit, Sian Edwards, 

Campaigns Manager for 
Wales, said: “The staff 
at the centre and I were 
delighted to welcome 
Madeleine to Dogs Trust 
Bridgend. 

“The dogs were all 
on their best behaviour 
and had extra waggy 
tails to make her feel 
welcome! 

“It is fantastic to 
have Madeleine ’5 sup¬ 
port for our Christmas 
campaign. 

“This year, as every 
year, we expect to take 
in a number of dogs in 
the days and weeks after 
the festive period - dogs 
intended as presents but 
sadly abandoned once 
the novelty wears off. 

“As always, we 
would urge anyone con¬ 
sidering getting a puppy 
to give it a lot of 
thought, and to remem¬ 
ber that a dog is for life, 
not just for Christmas”. 



Madeleine Moon 
at Dogs Trust, 
Bridgend. 

Madeleine Moon 
commented: “I have 
really enjoyed my visit 
to Dogs Trust Bridgend. 

“It has been a fantas¬ 
tic opportunity for me to 
witness first hand the 
work the staff at the 
centre do and meet some 
of the dogs being cared 
for. 

“It is important that 
we highlight dog wel¬ 
fare issues in Wales, 
especially at this time of 
year, given the high 
numbers of abandoned 
dogs - often unwanted 
Christmas presents - 
taken in by charities 
such as Dogs Trust in 
January. 

“It is clear to me that 
the famous Dogs Trust 
slogan - ‘A Dog is for 
Life, Not Just for 
Christmas ’ - is as rele¬ 
vant now as it was 34 
years ago ”. 


‘If you’ve got a minor 
injury - go to a 
minor injury unitV 


NEW figures have been 
released which claim to show 
that 20 per cent of people who 
go to hospital A & E units need 
not have gone. 

Bridgend County Borough Council 
(BCBC) is supporting the health 
board’s campaign, which aims to help 
patients understand where medical 
advice can be sought for minor illness¬ 
es or injuries. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, BCBC’s cabinet 
member for wellbeing, said: “It’s real¬ 
ly important that people think about 
where to go if their have a minor ill¬ 
ness or injury. 

“Consulting NHS Direct or visiting 
a local pharmacy could alleviate the 
pressures on A & E, as well as reduce 
their own recovery time.” 

Andy MacNab, ABM emergency 
medicine consultant, added: “If you 
have a minor injury or illness like a 
graze, cut finger or cold, the 
Emergency Department isn’t the place 
to go. 

“Our Emergency Departments are 
already under a lot of pressure treating 
patients who are seriously ill or 


injured. These patients are given prior¬ 
ity because their condition is more 
likely to be life-threatening. 

“Treating and stabilising critically 
ill patients takes a lot of staff and a lot 
of time. This means people with a 
minor injury or illness find themselves 
waiting for a long time to be seen, 
when they really don’t have to. 

“Did you know 8 out of 10 patients 
with an injury are seen and discharged 
within one hour at the Minor Injury 
Unit, Neath Port Talbot Hospital? 

“If people with a minor injury go 
straight to the most appropriate serv¬ 
ice, such as a Minor Injury Unit, the 
chances are they will be seen a lot 
quicker. 

“Some people even come to the 
Emergency Department when they 
could go to their local pharmacy or 
look after themselves at home.” 

Visit www. choosewellwales. org. uk 
- you can also download the ‘Choose 
Well’app for your phone from this site. 
Telephone NHS Direct on 0845 46 47. 
More information at: 

www. abm. wales, nhs. uk 


GEM READERS’ LETTERS 


One true Christ(mas)question 


F OR all those 
who ask ‘Are 
you ready for 
Christmas?’- may 
I throw the ques¬ 
tion back at you: 
What exactly do you 
mean by that? 

Do you mean: Have I 
spent more money on 
rubbish than Northern 
Rock, thus exposing 
myself to the perils of 
bankruptcy? 

Do you mean: Have I 
bought a glittery dress 
that makes me look like 
Katy Price on a bad day? 

Do you mean: Have I 
got a turkey in the fridge 
that has had its neck 
wrung, feathers plucked 
and insides pulled out, 
ready for me to fill my 
face? 

Do you mean: Have I 
sent countless Christmas 
cards to people I don’t 
give a fig about just 
because ‘it’s the thing to 
do’? 

Do you mean: Am I 
having a big family get- 
together where we can 
all haul each other over 
the coals for past and 
present misdemeanours? 

Do you mean: Have I 
chopped down a perfect¬ 
ly happy little tree, cov¬ 
ered it with enough 
baubles to satisfy Marie- 
Antoinette and watch 
while it slowly dies from 
over heating? 

I could go on, but 
what’s the point? 

Instead, I’d like to 
remind you of what 
Christmas is, and why 
the earlier question is so 
banal. 

Christmas is Christ’s 
birthday, his parents 
were so poor that when 
told there was no room 
at the inn that Mary gave 
birth in a stable, where 
sheep and cattle looked 
on. 

He lived a humble, 
modest life and paid for 
our sins. 

Just one more thing, 


Christmas trees: ever 
asked why you put those 
up?. 

Well, they were intro¬ 
duced by Prince Albert, 
Queen Victoria’s con¬ 
sort, who was German. 


Germany is part of 
Europe and nothing to 
do with Jerusalem, the 
only tree Jesus saw was 
a palm tree! 

Name and address sup¬ 
plied. 


The Legion 
says ‘thanks' 

T HE Porthcawl Royal British 
Legion held its annual general 
meeting recently at the Salthouse 
on the Square, Porthcawl. 

The Royal British Legion would like to thank the 
people of Porthcawl for their contributions, and in 
particular, the Porthcawl Lions for all their work 
and assistance in this year’s Poppy Appeal. 

The total amount raised so far is £11,292.61. 

At the meeting, the Mayor of Porthcawl, Coun 
Alana Davies, presented certificates to Mr Peter 
Buckle for collecting more than £1,400 for the 
Poppy Appeal this year in the Co-op in Porthcawl, 
and to Wendy David, the Porthcawl Poppy Co-ordi- 
nator for record funds collected in 2012. 

The Royal British Legion would also like to 
thank the High Tide, Porthcawl, for its help in 
counting the money collected. 

This makes the work of the Porthcawl Poppy co¬ 
ordinator so much easier. 

Ray Street, 

Secretary 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 27) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 


will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 

DATE Time Ht Time 

AM M PM 

20 Thur 11.27 8.6 23.54 

21 Fri 12.27 

22 Sat 00.54 7.9 13.29 

23 Sun 02.04 7.8 14.39 

24 Mon 03.11 8.1 15.39 

25 Tues 04.07 8.3 16.29 

26 Wed 04.53 8.6 17.16 

27 Thur 05.31 8.9 18.01 

While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide 
table specific to their location. 


Ht 

M 

8.1 

8.3 

7.8 

7.9 

8.3 

8.4 
8.7 
9.1 
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Fond farewell as school’s 
headteacher retires 
after 10 successful years 



The school’s ‘Head Team’with Mr Dykes and Mr Andrew Slade (centre), who will take over as head in 2013. 



Archie flies in 
from Down Under 
to meet Santa! 



ABOVE: Archie meets Santa. 


MANY children visit¬ 
ed Santa in his grotto 
(built and manned by 
Porthcawl Lions) on 
Saturday, but young 
Archie, who was very 
surprised to see him 
here, must surely 
have travelled the 
furthest... 

He had come all 
the way from 
Australia to celebrate 
Christmas with fami¬ 


ly. Archie visited the 
grotto with his 
grandparents and 
was very pleased to 
find that Santa will 
be making the jour¬ 
ney half way round 
the world again on 
Christmas Eve, to 
leave presents for 
children in Britain, 
as well as Australia 
and all other coun¬ 
tries. JC 



Photographs by MALCOLM NUGENT. 



IT will be a new year in many 
ways for Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School - as 
pupils and staff will be saying 
a fond farewell to their head¬ 
teacher. 

Mr Kenny Dykes is retiring, and 
the school’s current deputy head, Mr 
Andrew Slade, will be taking over. 

Mr Slade told The GEM: “The end 
of term at Christmas 2012 is always a 
very special time at Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School, but this year 
it sees the retirement of our head¬ 
teacher, Mr Kenny Dykes. 

“Mr Dykes has been headteacher 
for more than 10 years since his 
arrival from Barrhead High School, 
Glasgow. 

“A native of the east side of 
Glasgow, Mr Dykes has a Welsh wife 
- hence that move ‘home’. 

“Mr Dykes has expertly led the 
school through some very challenging 
times. The school is as popular and 
successful now as ever, and much of 
this is down to the leadership of the 
headteacher. 


“Never one to take any credit, Mr 
Dykes always maintains the school’s 
success is down to the Three ‘P’ 
Partnership - it is built upon partner¬ 
ship between Parents, Pupils and 
Professionals - and this partnership 
has never been stronger. 

“Mr Dykes has always placed the 
school at the heart of our community, 
and many in our community are justi¬ 
fiably proud of the school.” 

The chair of governors, Mrs 
Carlson, added that Mr Dykes always 
took care of the small things, and this 
was a strong feature of his leadership 
of the school. 

Mr Slade said: “Mr Dykes and his 
wife, Helen, intend to travel and visit 
a son in South Carolina. 

“A new grandson, Wallace, will see 
more of grandpa, and Mrs Dykes has 
a long ‘to do’ list ready for Mr Dykes 
for the spring! 

“So in a nutshell, it is goodbye, 
thanks very much, and the best of 
health for a long and well-deserved 
retirement from all at Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School.” 



FIRST RESPONDERS 
A FAMILY AFFAIR IN 
THE GARW VALLEY 


MOTHER and 
daughter, Virginia 
and Emma 
Struthers, are serv¬ 
ing the Garw Valley 
area - after signing 
up to become Welsh 
Ambulance Service 
Community First 
Responders (CFRs). 

Covering Blaengarw, 
Pontycymmer and 
Llangeinor, Virginia and 
Emma have already put 
their training to good use 
by attending several 
calls to cardiac arrests 
and collapses. 

Virginia (63), who 
was a hairdresser for 45 
years before her retire¬ 
ment, was bom in 
Pontycymmer and lives 
in Blaengarw. 

“We are both Garw 
Valley girls and have 
lived here all our lives,” 
she said. 

“Now that I am 
retired, I wanted to give 
something back to the 
community in which I 
grew up. I can easily fit 
this role into my other 
social commitments. 

“The training lasted 
for about 60 hours in 
total, with a mix of theo¬ 
ry and practical tasks. It 
was held over evenings 


and weekends to fit in 
with the commitments of 
the volunteers. At the 
end of the course, we 
had a written test and a 
practical assessment. 

“Both Emma and I 
have been to cardiac 
arrests and collapses. We 
get a great feeling of sat¬ 
isfaction, along with the 
knowledge that we are 
doing something good in 
the community. 

“I’ve already been 
told by the patients we 
attend that having First 
Responders here in the 
Garw provides peace of 
mind to the residents.” 

Emma (40), was bom 
in Blaengarw and lives 
in Pontycymmer with 
her partner and two chil¬ 
dren. 

She works as a part- 
time creche worker for 
Halo Leisure and as a 
lunch time supervisor at 
Ffaldau Primary School, 
and responds to calls 
outside her working 
hours: 

“I knew that a First 
Responder scheme was 
up and mnning in the 
valley so, when I heard a 
course was being held, I 
went to an information 
meeting. 

“I was so impressed 
by the work the team 


already did, so I signed 
up and haven’t looked 
back. 

“As a volunteer role, 
this ticks all the boxes 
for me. Helping and pro¬ 
viding support within 
my own community is 
exactly what I want to 
be doing. 

“One lady, who was 
also known to us person¬ 
ally, contacted us and 
said she was pleased that 
we were the first on¬ 
scene to her husband, 
who sadly passed away. 

“It was a comfort to 
her to have someone 
present that she knew 
personally at the time of 
her family’s greatest 
need.” 

To become a First 
Responder, you must be 
over 18 years of age, be 
physically fit and hold a 
clean UK driving 
licence. Applicants need 
to successfully complete 
more than 30 hours of 
training, and will also 
need to undergo a 
Criminal Records 
Bureau check and 
Occupational Health 
check before being regis¬ 
tered to the scheme. 
Those interested can find 
more information at: 
www. ambulance, wales, uk 


PRAISE FOR MAESTEG 
LIGHTS AND PARADE 


IRSTLY, I 
would like to 
offer my per¬ 
sonal thanks to all 
who turned out for 
the Maesteg 
Christmas light 
switch-on and fire¬ 
work display. 

I would like to offer a 
special thanks to Huw 
Jenkins, who organised 
the parade and to all 
those who manned the 
14 floats, as well as the 
jazz bands who braved 
the weather to help make 
this parade once again a 
joy and memorable 
occasion. 

Secondly, I would like 
to offer a personal apol- 

Did you know 
you can read 
your GEM 
online? 

bridgend- 

today.co.uk 


ogy for the scaffolding 
around the town hall and 
tree for the third 
Christmas in a row. 
Thanks BCBC! 

I can relay to the peo¬ 
ple of the Llynfi Valley 
that I have been assured 
that this will not be there 
next Christmas, as plans 
are in place to solve the 
situation, and I am also 
assured that the tree will 
look magnificent in 
2013. 


I must also offer my 
sincere thanks to the 
contractors, Centregreat, 
for a wonderful job in 
the most adverse condi¬ 
tions that they had to 
work with, and without 
the expertise of both 
Richard and Frank from 
Centregreat, the town 
would not have achieved 
the magnificent display 
of Christmas lighting. 

P W Jenkins, 

Maesteg. 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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Historic market celebrates 
its past - and its future! 


BRIDGEND’S 
indoor market 
brought its past to 
life at a special 
Christmas event last 
Thursday evening. 

The market was open 
as part of a free festive 
celebration organised 
with traders and which 
also saw the launch of a 
series of ‘sound stations’ 
telling the story of the 
indoor market. 

The ‘Sound Works’ 
project is the brainchild 
of Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s artist 
in residence, Rabab 
Ghazoul, and the ‘Art 
About Us’ project. 

It consists of recorded 
interviews with indoor 
market traders offering 
an audio insight into the 
market, the people who 
work there, and the histo¬ 
ry of the indoor market 
and its community. 

‘Sound stations’ will 
be dotted around stalls 
for customers to listen to 
in the run up to 
Christmas. 

As well as the launch 
of the sound stations, it 
was an evening of fes¬ 
tive, creative and cultural 
activities. Market stalls 
and each space and cor¬ 
ner of the market were 
used for a fun evening 
full of arts and crafts 
activities and workshops, 
competitions, demonstra¬ 
tions, festive food and 



Court Mel Nott (right) with Alastair Rosenberg and Rabab Ghazoul. 


live music. 

Rabab Ghazoul said: 
“I’ve been spending a lot 
of time in the last few 
months in the indoor 
market, a place I feel is 
rich with history and has 
a sense of real communi¬ 
ty. In fact, indoor markets 
are incredibly idiosyn¬ 
cratic places, they’re 
unique, each is a one off. 

“So I’ve been inter¬ 
viewing some of the 
traders, and these inter¬ 
views will form ‘sound 
stations.’ Our celebration 
naturally came out of that 
time spent with traders. 

“I felt it would be 
great to create an event 
that celebrated every¬ 
thing that was wonderful 
about the market, and 
that got each trader 
involved, doing some¬ 
thing slightly different. 

“Above all, it’s about 
regenerating - in an age 
of supermarkets and 
online shopping - these 
wonderful consumer 
spaces. 


“It’s ultimately about 
valuing what markets 
have done for us over 
millennia: providing 

spaces for us to meet, 
exchange, talk, buy, 
taste, and feel connected 
to community.” 

Alastair Rosenberg, 
the Bridgend Indoor 
Market chair, added: “I 
think it’s a star turn for 
the market, and a chance 
to get some interesting 
facts about the traders, 
because even though I’ve 
been here for over 15 
years, it’s great to find 
out new things about 
them. 

“We’re a market town 
and it’s important to sup¬ 
port the market and keep 
it going. The indoor mar¬ 
ket social evening that 
Rabab organised enabled 
us to see each other and 
the customers on a differ¬ 
ent level.” 

The Leader of 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

(BCBC), Coun Mel Nott, 


who formally opened the 
event, said: “Bridgend 
Indoor Market holds a 
special place in all our 
hearts, so it’s wonderful 
to see it looking so 
vibrant and festive. 

“I think people forget 
just what a special, excit¬ 
ing and eclectic place a 
market can be, and that is 
certainly true of ours in 
Bridgend. 

“As ever, there are 
people to thank for mak¬ 


ing this all happen: the 
traders themselves, and 
the visitors who are sup¬ 
porting them; the coun¬ 
cil’s officers in regenera¬ 
tion, property and arts 
development who have 
been so supportive of this 
project; and, of course, 
our artist in residence, 
Rabab Ghazoul, who has 
brought the creative twist 
to this event. 

“We must also 
acknowledge our funding 
partners so I’d like to 
place on record my sin¬ 
cere thanks to the Welsh 
Government and the 
Wales European Funding 
Office, without whom we 
could not have undertak¬ 
en this project which has 
aimed to strengthen com¬ 
munity engagement in 
the town centre regenera¬ 
tion programme in a 
fresh and creative way.” 


Who wants to build 
what and where? 


Mr P Kingman - 9 Hollyhock Drive, 
Brackla, Bridgend - crown reduction 
of oak tree by 25 per cent. 

Mr and Mrs Vickery - 16 Beech 
Grove, Porthcawl - two storey exten¬ 
sion at front of property and dormer 
roof extension to rear. 

Nantyffyllon RFC - Blosse Street, 
Nantyffyllon, Maesteg - demolish 
clubhouse and construct new club¬ 
house and all pitch and relocate main 
outdoor pitch. 

Mr S Johns - Adj 11 The Retreat, 
Porthcawl - lay a temporary track 
from Moor Lane to rear of The Retreat 
to aid development of new build. 
Valleys to Coast Housing - 66 Ael y 
Bryn, North Cornelly - prior notifica¬ 
tion for demolition of two storey semi¬ 
detached dwelling. 

Mr C Birch - Cwm Ciwc, Ganol 
Farm, Rhiwceiliog, Pencoed - retain 
mobile home to care for livestock. 
Fulgo Developments -106 Nolton 
Street, Bridgend - alterations to shop 
front, change of colour, rerender side 
elevation and render to front door. 

Mrs J James -67 Bridgend Road, 
Aberkenfig - change of use from hair¬ 
dresser (use class A1) to deli/cafe (use 
class A3). 

Tynyrheol Primary School - Tyn yr 
Heol, Primary School, Heol 
Llangeinor - 4m x 3m school yard 
shelter. 

Mr C Evans - 28 Heol y Mynydd, Sarn 
- single storey side extension. 

Mr Marcus Rossini - Former boiler- 
house site, Quarella Road, Wildmill - 
relax conditions 2, 

3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14, 15,16,17 
and 18 of P/07/528/FUL (all high¬ 
ways). 

Mr M Stamp -18 Park Street, Kenfig 
Hill, Bridgend - proposed extended 
garage. 

Mrs N Cooper - 26 Glynstell Road, 
Porthcawl - demolish existing garage, 
proposed extension to rear and exten¬ 
sion to existing front dormer. 

Mr Marc Weinzweig - Home Farm, 


Coytrahen - Incorporate existing out¬ 
building into existing farmhouse with 
glazed link to form single residence. 
Dr S Eccles - 8 Preswylfa Court, 
Merthyr Mawr Road, Bridgend - ren¬ 
ovate kitchen/dining room to make 
into one room, 3 x skylight windows 
and painting of front door. 

Monkstone House - Severn Road, 
Porthcawl - amendments to approval 
including position, height and pitch of 
office; reposition brick band and size 
of rooflights on extension. 

Miss Alicia Dyer - 42 Lletai Avenue, 
Pencoed - two-storey side extension 
and single storey rear extension. 

Mr and Mrs A Hearne - Land at 
Nanthir Farm, behind James Road, 
Blaengarw - proposal to develop site 
for three no. detached dwellings. 

Mr M Lewis -101 Graham Avenue, 
Penyfai - single storey extension to 
side and conversion of existing garage 
to study. 

Waterstone Homes - 270/270A New 
Road, Porthcawl - residential devel¬ 
opment, two class A1 retail units, car 
parking and access and demolish 
existing dwelling. 

Mr A Williams - 28 Merthyr Mawr 
Road, Bridgend - single storey rear 
extension. 

Mr M Pucella -17 Easterly Close, 
Brackla - side garage extension. 

Mrs C Merfield - 4 Heol y Mynydd, 
Sarn - Single storey rear side exten¬ 
sion. 

Mr Sicluna - 90 Grove Road, 
Bridgend - single storey rear exten¬ 
sion. 

Mr Rowsell - 6 Priory Road, 
Bridgend - rear shower room and 
lobby extension for disabled person. 
Mrs J Stevenson - 1 Celtic Road, 
Maesteg - proposed ground and first 
floor gable end extension. 

Elete Design Ltd - 13 Market Street, 
Bridgend - relax time condition on 
P/07/1431/FUL, to allow further time 
commence development. 


TOP TITLE FOR FIRM 



ABOVE: 

Keren Winmill, Biotech; Shannon Diett, DHL (award sponsor); 
and Tristam Evans, Biotech. 


BIOTEC Services International, 
which employs 52 people at 
Bridgend, beat off competition 
from hundreds of other compa¬ 
nies to win a prestigious award, 
sponsored by DHL Express at 
the British Chambers of 
Commerce awards. 

The company impressed 


judges with its expertise in tem¬ 
perature controlled pharmaceu¬ 
tical services across the world, to 
take the Achievement 
International Business title, with 
its client base ranging from vir¬ 
tual companies to small, medi¬ 
um and large pharma groups 
with outsourcing requirements. 


ST CLARE’S PUPILS PUT ON 
FESTIVE ENTERTAINMENT 



THE build-up to 
Christmas has 
been a very busy 
time at St Clare’s 
School in 
Porthcawl, with a 
host of festive 
events taking place. 

Pupils have contin¬ 
ued to demonstrate 
their generosity by 
donating shoe boxes 
full of gifts to be sent 
to countries in Eastern 
Europe as part of 
Operation Christmas 
Child. 

The boxes, packed 
full of donated items 
such as dolls, bears, 
flannels and gloves, 
were collected from 
the school by the 
Samaritan’s Purse 
charity. 

It is the sixth con¬ 
secutive year that St. 
Clare’s has taken part. 

The last week of 
term was packed full 
of Christmas concerts, 
with pupils aged two- 
and-a-half to 18 all 
joining in. 

Pupils in the nurs¬ 
ery had a chance to 
shine in their Nativity 
play. The children 
looked fantastic in 
their costumes and 
sang to their hearts’ 
content, leaving every¬ 
one feeling very festive 
indeed. 

After their concert, 
children in the nursery 
had a treat when they 



visited Father 
Christmas, who had 
stopped by at Pyle 
Garden Centre. 

Earlier in the term, 
the prep school choir 
performed a selection 
of Christmas carols at 
the garden centre, 
raising more than £50 
for The Garnwen 
Trust, in memory of 
past pupil Alex 
Collins. 

Later in the week, 
pupils from the prep 
school took to the 
stage to perform their 
musical versions of the 
Nativity. Dressed up as 
shepherds, angels, 
stars and Christmas 
trees, pupils per¬ 
formed excellently to a 
delighted crowd of 
parents. 

The senior hall was 
full to the brim on 


Tuesday, December 11, 
as members of the sen¬ 
ior school took to the 
stage to show off their 
musical talents. 

Year-10 pupil Livvie 
Burberry-Casey 
wowed everyone with 
her stunning version 
of Adele’s ‘Hometown 
Glory’, while St 
Clare’s rock band 
‘The Bats’ had every¬ 
one clapping and tap¬ 
ping their feet. 

Year-9 girls Grace 
Collier and Molly 
Brace sang two 
delightful duets, before 
Molly impressed 
everyone by perform¬ 
ing a song she had 
written herself. 

The instrumentalists 
did not disappoint, 
with solos from Tom 
Hood on piano, year-4 
pupil Laura Susanna 


on violin, and a lively 
performance by the St 
Clare’s Funk Band. 

The St Clare’s 
string group also 
accompanied the 
Senior School Choir as 
they ended the night 
with a beautiful 
arrangement of ‘Viva 
La Vida’ by Coldplay, 
conducted by year-13 
pupil Meredith Lewis. 


Many thanks to all 
members of staff and 
senior pupils who 
helped put on such a 
great show, and also to 
everyone who came 
out on such a cold 
evening to enjoy the 
occasion! 

Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year 
from everyone at St 
Clare’s School! JH 


Concert cancelled 

THE Ewenny Arts Festival committee has 
announced that the ‘Christmas by 
Candlelight’ concert which was to take place 
at St Michael’s Church, Ewenny Priory is 
cancelled, due to circumstances beyond its 
control. 

All ticket money received will be returned 
as soon as possible. It is hoped that the Vale 
of Glamorgan Ensemble will return to per¬ 
form in 2013. 
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Porthcawl’s oldest residents 
enjoy Jenkin Henry dinner 



ABOVE: It’s fair to say that ladies in 
Porthcawl live longer than their menfolk. 
It was 13-3 to the females! 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
MALCOLM NUGENT. 


EVERY year, Porthcawl Town Council 
organises the Jenkin Henry dinner, and 
the 20 oldest residents in the town (who 
must have been born in Porthcawl) are 
invited. 

The dinner was held in the Rest, and a num¬ 
ber of town councillors turned out to support 
the event, including the deputy mayor, Coun 
Mike Clarke, Couns David and Rosemary 
Deere and the recently-elected independent 
councillor, Lorrie Desmond-Williams. 

Porthcawl residents who qualified for the 
lunch were Mr John Stephens-Jones, Mrs Mair 
Harrhy, Miss Cecile Jones, Ms Patricia Sheen, 
Mrs Mary Webber, Mrs Joan Highes, Mrs 
Florence Bainbridge, Mrs Doreen Owen, Ms 
Josephine Burrell, Mrs Mary Gould, Mr Philip 
Howell, Mrs Eileen Evans, Mrs Sylvia Thomas, 
Mrs Julia Morris and Ms Rose Power. 

Porthcawl town clerk Alison Thomas told 
The GEM: “The Jenkin Henry Tea is held 
every year in December and the 20 oldest resi¬ 
dents born and currently living in Porthcawl 
are invited to attend. 

“In order to put your name on the waiting 
list, you can provide your details to the town 
council office we can update our lists. 

“Jenkin Henry was born in Newton in 1833 
and emigrated to Melbourne, Australia at an 
early age. He lived in the prosperous suburb of 
Carlton and was a weighbridge owner and later 
an adjuster of weighbridges. 

“He married late in life and had no children. 
He died on August 4,1919, aged 86. 

“He never forgot Porthcawl and left several 
bequests to organisations in the Town. This 
included £200 to be invested by Porthcawl 
Urban District Council, and the interest to be 
distributed at Christmastime.” 

GEM NOTE: The interest on £200 no longer 
covers the cost of the lunch. The balance is paid 
by the town council. 



ABOVE: David and Rosemary Deere. 
RIGHT: Local historian John David 
gave a slide show, looking at old 
photographs from Porthcawl’s past. 



ABOVE: A special presentation was made to 
Mr John Stephens-Jones, the oldest resident at the dinner, 
by the Deputy Mayor of Porthcawl, Coun Mike Clarke. 



‘Don't downgrade the 
Princess of Wales!' 


1 AM writing in my role as a 
parent, borough and town 
councillor for the ward of 
Newcastle, Bridgend, to 
express my own and the con¬ 
stituents’ deep concern, that 
Abertawe Bro Morgannwg 
Health Authority are consider¬ 
ing downgrading A&E at 
Princess of Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend. 

I acknowledge the need for trans¬ 
formation and the difficulties the 
Health Service in Wales, and around 
the UK, face in attracting medical 
staff to work for the NHS. 

However, with consideration being 
offered to develop Cardiff and 
Swansea as city regions, I believe 
Bridgend will have a vital role to play 
in the success of these plans, and will 
be an attractive place to live. 

Therefore, this will see a growth in 
the population of Bridgend and the 
necessity for investment in excellent 
infrastructure and health services. 

However, I believe there are other 
strong arguments for five rather than 
four centres and why the Princess of 
Wales should be chosen. One of the 
main concerns expressed by the con¬ 
stituents of the ward of Newcastle is 


that patients and their loved ones will 
have to travel extended and compli¬ 
cated journeys for specialist acute 
services. 

Consideration must also be offered 
to Bridgend, due to its location 
halfway between Swansea and 
Cardiff, and the borough’s excellent 
transport links with the Princess of 
Wales Hospital. 

The M4 is less than five minutes’ 
drive at its busiest period, and the 
main and valley railway links are less 
than 20 minutes’ walk from the hospi¬ 
tal. In addition, regular and reliable 
bus services stop outside the hospital, 
with links to Bridgend railway station. 

Deliberation must also be given to 
the effect on those with modest 
incomes - the poor and vulnerable in 
our communities, who use the 
National Health Service the most, if 
the Princess of Wales is not chosen to 
be one the enhanced centres. 

Therefore, in the strongest of terms, 
I ask that Princess of Wales Hospital 
is chosen as one of the enhanced 
regional centres, not only to serve the 
residents of my ward, the borough of 
Bridgend and its unique location, but 
also communities outside of the bor¬ 
ough. 

COUN DAVID WHITE, 

Newcastle ward, Bridgend. 


Local ladies bare 
their souls to tell 
Calendar Girls’ tale 



A PORTHCAWL-BASED 
drama group is putting on a 
modern classic play - the story 
of WI members who found a 
racy way of raising funds for 
charity.. 

Porthcawl Amateur Operatic and 
Dramatic Society (PAODS) members 
will take to the stage in Calendar Girls 
- and they will be raising funds for 
LATCH. 

Award-winning playwright Tim 
Firth wrote the play, and it is based on 
the true story of 11 WI members who 
posed nude for a calendar to raise 


money for Leukaemia Research, little 
knowing what impact their idea will 
have on their lives, friendships and 
community. 

Calendar Girls opened at the 
Chichester Festival, ,then triumphed in 
the West End, and has since become 
the fastest selling play in British the¬ 
atre history. 

Performances are over three nights, 
January 17-19, 2013, at the Grand 
Pavilion at 7.30pm, with a Saturday 
matinee at 2.30pm. 

Tickets are available from the soci¬ 
ety’s ticket secretary on Porthcawl 
01656 788148 or from the box office. 



Mayor and Consort 
of the County Borough of 
Bridgend, Councillor Marlene 
Thomas and George Davies, 
wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. 


Hoffai Maer a Maer Cydweddog 
Bwrdeistref Sirol Pen-y-bont 
ar Ogwr, y Cynghorydd 
Marlene Thomas a George Davies, 
dymuno Nadolig 
Llawen a Blwyddyn 
Newydd Dda i bawb. 
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Litchard pupils 
take science prize 


YEAR-5 pupils 
from a Bridgend 
primary school 
have won an engi¬ 
neering challenge 
designed to test 
their creative and 
problem-solving 
skills. 

For the past few 
months, year-5 pupils 
representing 10 primary 
schools have taken part 
in the Western Power 
Distribution 
Engineering Challenge 
which introduced them 
to the world of science 
and technology in a fun 
and educational way. 

At the final of the 
challenge, which took 
place at the Rhondda 
Heritage Park recently, 
winning teams from 
each of the 10 schools 
competed against each 
other to build a struc¬ 
ture. 

Winners Harry 
Chatham and Caitlin 
Birmingham from 
Litchard Primary won a 
trophy and a large 
K’nex building set 
worth £250 for the 
school, they also 
received a small K’nex 
set each. 

All the children who 
took part in the chal¬ 
lenge received a goodie 
bag, certificate and visit 
from Santa. 

Organised by Careers 



Winners of the Western Power Distribution Engineering Challenge, Harry 
Chatham and Caitlin Birmingham, year-5 pupils at Litchard Primary School, 
are pictured with their winning design with WPD’s David Harris (left) Ian 
Lawrence (centre) and Sean Thomas (right) who judged the competition. 


Wales EBP, the electric¬ 
ity business’s appren¬ 
tices have mentored the 
children by helping 
them to develop, build 
and design models 
using K’nex pieces. 

Careers Wales EBP, 
project officer, Michelle 
Common, explained: 
“Working in pairs, the 
pupils were set a task, 
which involved building 
a design solution to a 
specific problem. 

“They started the 


challenge by drawing 
their ideas first and then 
building their solution, 
adapting their initial 
designs as they learned 
what worked and what 
did not work. 

“The Challenge high¬ 
lights the importance of 
working as part of a 
team and the need to 
communicate effective¬ 
ly” 

Ian Lawrence, distri¬ 
bution manager, for 
Western Power 


Distribution (WPD), 
praised the skills and 
enthusiasm of all the 
children taking part. 
“It’s been a pleasure for 
us to support this initia¬ 
tive. The children are 
very excited and have 
come up with some 
really good ideas. 

“The models they 
have built have been 
quite remarkable, my 
congratulations to win¬ 
ners.” 


Expert denture care 
by the UKs leading 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 


DENTURE 

EXCELLENCE 

If you wear dentures 

then we've got something for you to smile about 



• Regain your faoc’s 
nafcirarf contours 

• Loo* years younger 

• Enjoy eating agan 

• Smile wth conlictenoe 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 

or visit dentureexceJienceco.uk 


DENTURE 

excellence 

LicaJ dunu*c cars 

€ tw tn ci M n^ai wnj 


Bridgend Dental Centre 

t>4-58 Nolton Street 
CF31 38P 


Maesteg youngsters turn 
comic book illustrators 

PCSOs 
David 
Johnson 
and 
Louise 
Thomas, 
members 
of the 
Turnip 
Starfish 
team, 
and the 
children 
with their 
comic 
book 
creations. 



PUPILS 
from Maesteg 
Comprehensive 
School have been 


IN the new year, 
pupils at Corneli 
Primary School 
will be trying to 
make it into the 
Guinness Book of 
World Records. 

The school is joining 
a charity attempt to put 
together the most people 
signing and singing 
simultaneously. 

It has been organised 
by the charity 
SignHealth, and will 
take place on February 
6 . 

Steve Powell, the 
chief executive at 
SignHealth, a national 
healthcare charity for 
deaf people, said: 

“More than 800 
schools have signed up 
so far and we’re delight¬ 
ed Corneli Primary 
School is involved.” 

Earlier this year, 
114,277 children took 
part in SignHealth’s 
sign2sing 2012 event 


HAPPY Christmas 
and New Year to 
everyone at 
Pencoed WI! 

I hope you all have a 
good Christmas and that 
2013 will be an excellent 
year for you. 

It seems some time 
ago now that our mem¬ 
bers enjoyed a Christmas 
lunch at the Fairways 
Hotel, Porthcawl, and 
our Christmas party 
where we were enter¬ 
tained by ‘Old Spice’, 

LIB DEM 
SURGERIES 

WELSH Lib Dem 
AM for South Wales 
West, Peter Black, 
will be holding 
advice surgeries on 
Friday, December 
21, in Pencoed 
Library, 2pm-3pm 
and Porthcawl 
Library, 
3.30pm-4.30pm. No 
appointment needed. 


helping police offi¬ 
cers to keep local 
homes safe by cre- 


and this smashed the 
world record, which was 
94,489. 

Steve added: “The 
idea of sign2sing is all 
about communication 
and we have put togeth¬ 
er an app which will 
make it easy for teach¬ 
ers to teach the signs 
and song.” 

The sign2sing idea is 
primarily aimed at four 
to 11-year-olds, but 
younger and older chil¬ 
dren and adults can join 
in if they wish. 

The money raised 
from the event will be 
used to continue the 
charity’s work, helping 
to improve the mental 
and physical health and 
well-being of deaf peo¬ 
ple, including deaf chil¬ 
dren. 

Schools wishing to 
take part are invited to 
register their interest via 
www.sign2sing. org. uk 


the Barber Shop singers, 
and we also sang along 
with them. 

We are now looking 
forward to our January 
meeting on January 8, 
where our speakers Val 
and Claire will be taking 
us to ‘Icy Places and 
Dizzy Heights’. 

We meet on the sec¬ 
ond Tuesday afternoon 
each month in the 
Welfare Hall, Pencoed, 

1.45pm-4pm. New mem¬ 
bers and visitors are 
always welcome. 

Join us for an after¬ 
noon to see what our WI 
is about. There will be 
no pressure to join. Ring 
Val on 01656 862181, or 
Pat on 01656 860289 for 
further information. 


Did you 
know you 
can read your 
GEM online? 

bridgend- 

today.co.uk 


ating a crime pre¬ 
vention comic book. 

They have been 
busy throughout 
November, designing 
the comic book with 
Cardiff-based anima¬ 
tion company Turnip 
Starfish, and members 
of the Maesteg 
Neighbourhood 
Policing Team. 

The comics, which 
predominantly tackle 
the issue of home 
security, will be print¬ 
ed and distributed to 
households across 
Maesteg and Caerau. 

PCSO David 
Johnson, who has 
been working with the 
children on the proj¬ 
ect, said: 

“We launched the 
comic book initiative 


POLICE in 

Maesteg and the 
surrounding area 
have launched spe¬ 
cial operations to 
tackle Christmas 
crime and stop 
thieves from target¬ 
ing homes and vehi¬ 
cles. 

‘Operation Dazzle’ 
and ‘Operation Creep’ 
will run until the end of 
December, and aim to 
provide residents with 
crime prevention advice 
to help them safeguard 
their property and cars. 

Officers and PCSOs 
will be patrolling the 
streets to deter criminals, 
to talk to residents and to 
look out for any circum¬ 
stances where there is 
potential for a crime to 
be committed. 

Local Policing 

Inspector Steve Rees 
said: “At this time of 
year, we all have an 
increased amount of 
valuables in our homes, 
which can prove tempt¬ 
ing for thieves. 

“All too often burgla¬ 
ries and thefts are com¬ 
mitted by opportunist 
criminals and simple 
measures can be taken to 
prevent this type of 
crime. 

“Always lock win¬ 
dows and doors and 
never leave valuable 
items in sight in your 
home and your vehicle. 

“Help elderly or vul¬ 
nerable neighbours to 
ensure their property is 
safe and secure too, and 


in conjunction with 
Turnip Starfish in 
order to increase 
awareness of home 
security in the 
Maesteg and Caerau 
areas. 

“The initiative also 
provided us with a 
great opportunity to 
engage with the 
youngsters, improve 
their relations with the 
police and discuss any 
issues they may have. 

“The kids did a fan¬ 
tastic job in develop¬ 
ing a fun and innova¬ 
tive way to deliver 
crime prevention 
advice that will hope¬ 
fully make residents 
more aware of their 
home security.” 


if you see any suspicious 
behaviour in your com¬ 
munity contact the 
police on 101.” 

Police advice 
• Lock all windows and 
doors when you go out. 
More than a third of all 
burglaries take place at 
homes where windows 
and doors have been left 
unlocked. 

• Even if you are in 
the house, lock all unat¬ 
tended windows and 
doors and keep small 
high value items and 
keys out of sight and out 
of reach via cat flaps and 
letter boxes. 

• Don’t leave presents 
in sight of windows 

• Don’t keep pin num¬ 
bers in your diary or 
saved on your mobile 
phone. 

• Set light switch 
timers for when you are 
out or away on holiday. 

• Spruce up your gar¬ 
den security. A tough 
pad bar (also called hasp 
and staple), fitted with a 
strong padlock and 
secured with coach bolts 
is the best way to secure 
a shed door. 

• Install PIR motion 
sensor outdoor lights at 
the front and rear of your 
house. 

• Register the details 
of your valuables on the 
national property data¬ 
base at www.immo- 
bilise.com. 

• Park your car in a 
well-lit area, lock all 
doors and windows and 
do not leave anything in 
view. 


Corneli hopes to 
c sign2sing’ into 
the record hooks 


Pencoed WI’s 
festive lunch 


Yuletide crime 

CRACKDOWN 
IN MAESTEG 
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Stephanie hopes she 
can influence Welsh 
youngsters in pageant 


MISS Bridgend 
2011, Stephanie 
Lubbock, has her 
eyes set on glory at 
the Miss Cymru 
International com¬ 
petition, but also 
holds wider ambi¬ 
tions of bringing a 
stock trading centre 
to her native south 
Wales. 

The Newton, 
Porthcawl beauty (25), a 
former pupil at St 
Clare’s School, holds a 
degree in economics and 
politics from 
Southampton University, 
and is now self- 
employed as a stock 
market and foreign 
exchange trader, despite 
suffering with dyslexia - 
not the usual background 
to a beauty pageant 
entrant. 

“I started off very sci¬ 
ence-minded,” she told 
The GEM. “That 
changed when I did 
young enterprise at sixth 
form, I found business 
fascinating. I also loved 
history, so found the pol¬ 
itics interesting. 

“At the moment, I 
focus on the stock trad¬ 
ing, but hopefully after 
some success I can help 
others through politics. 

“I advise spread bet¬ 
ting on the foreign 
exchange, betting on 
whether the Euro will 
rise and fall, as well as 
other currencies. 

“I went to London for 
a year for further educa- 


Join the PDSA 
volunteer team... 



...and really make a difference! 

Would you like to learn retail skills, enhance 
your CV and have a great time doing it? 

Good news! You can! AND you can help 
the UK's leading veterinary charity at the 
same time. PDSA Bridgend is now open in 
The Rhiw and we're recruiting volunteers to 
join our award winning team. 

No experience required as full training will 
be given. Everybody welcome. 



Interested? Pop in to the store at 

Unit 17, The Rhiw Shopping Centre, 
Bridgend, CF31 3BL 
or calf 0800 854194 or visit 
www.pdsa.org.uk/volunteering 

for an information pack. 

(Registered charity nos. 208217 & SC037585) 



Stephanie Lubbock of 
Porthcawl is gearing 
up for another chal¬ 
lenge at the Miss 
Cymru International 
event next month. 


Did you 
know you 
can read 
your GEM 
online? 
bridgend- 
todag.co.uk 


by LEIGH 
GRUFFYDD 
SANDERS 


tion and I want to 
become successful 
enough to bring a trad¬ 
ing centre to Wales - 
London is the nearest 
big centre.” 

While work takes up a 
large part of her life 
now, Stephanie has a 
very sporty background, 
including tennis and 
horse riding. 

She continued: “Work 
is now my majority, but 
I still go to the gym and 
surf occasionally. 

“In horse riding, I was 
part of the Mid 
Glamorgan MGA Team, 
and competed at county 
level. We went away 
most weekends and won 
various competitions.” 

After winning Miss 
Bridgend in 2011, 
Stephanie went on to 
compete at last year’s 
Miss Wales event, where 
she picked up the ‘Spirit 
of Miss Wales Award’. 

“It was great fun,” she 
remembers. “It was fan¬ 
tastic, we supported the 
Joshua Foundation, and 
we were aiming to give 
children with cancer and 
their families an experi¬ 
ence. 

“It really makes you 
realise there’s a lot more 
to life. Being on stage is 
just a small part of it, 
there’s a huge team 
behind the scenes and 
it’s fantastic to be able to 
help the children.” 

The Miss Cymru 
International competition 
also supports the Joshua 
Foundation, and 
Stephanie can’t wait to 
compete. 

“The interview round 
is heavily weighted, it 
counts for about 40 per 
cent. It’s about being a 
role model and an inspi¬ 
ration for your country 


and that’s what enticed 
me. 

“You are valued for 
what you say and not 
just how you look. I 
would love to be a role 
model for women in 
Wales, and I would say 
to them enjoy what you 
do, and you can do any¬ 
thing if you put your 
mind to it. 

“I have a really differ¬ 
ent background and 
struggled with dyslexia 
in school. I think sign 
language should be 
brought in to mainstream 
education, as then you 
are learning visually too. 

“It’s a big passion of 
mine. I think the educa¬ 
tion system has many 
flaws and I want to see 
dyslexia highlighted 
more.” 

As well as the charity 
work she will be carry¬ 
ing out for the Joshua 
Foundation, Stephanie is 
also a spokesperson for 
New Pathways, who 
provide a range of spe¬ 
cialist counselling and 
advocacy services for 
men, women and chil¬ 
dren who have been 
affected by rape or sexu¬ 
al abuse. 

Speaking of her work, 
Stephanie added: “I was 
travelling around Europe 
after university and was 
sexually attacked. This 
charity helps women 
who have been attacked 
themselves. 

“I want to raise 
awareness of them and 
get word out to women 
that there is help there, 
and they can help 
women in domestic situ¬ 
ations too.” 

The Miss Cymru 
International regional 
final is on January 26, 
with the national final in 
Blackpool in April. 


Parkinson’s group 
hears about life on 
magistrates’ bench 


AT the November 
meeting of the 
Porthcawl 
Parkinson’s 
Support Group 
meeting, Mr Alan 
Brooks JP talked 
about how he came 
to apply for the 
position of Justice of 
the peace. 

It was, he said, sug¬ 
gested to him that with 
his interest in both the 
local youth football team 
and the local church and 
its activities, he would be 
an ideal candidate for the 
position. 

He was pleasantly sur¬ 
prised when he was 
eventually appointed to 
the bench. He recounted 
how extremely honoured 
he was, and how proud it 
made him feel, as several 
members of his family 


arrived to watch his 
swearing in ceremony. 

He told the meeting: 
“Although I had received 
training, it was reassur¬ 
ing to know that clerk of 
the court was always 
there to help.” 

While he did not talk 
about specific cases, he 
made members laugh by 
retelling some amusing 
incidents taken from civil 
publications. 

Finally, he explained 
that as a JP, he received 
no payment, only out-of- 
pocket expenses, adding 
that the experience was, 
in itself, the greatest 
reward. 

The next meeting is on 
January 25, at 10.30am 
in the Unitarian Chapel 
schoolroom, Nottage. 

For further informa¬ 
tion contact 01656 
783071. 

NC 


Pupils’ trees and art 
work transforms 
old railway washery 


Discover 

your 

family 

history 

RESIDENTS of 
Bridgend county 
borough are being 
offered the chance 
to uncover their 
family tree at 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
Ty’rArdd refer¬ 
ence library. 

Ty V Ardd has a 
number of free facili¬ 
ties, as well as experi¬ 
enced staff on hand to 
help make your own 
trip into history. 

One-to-one sessions 
can also be booked in 
order to learn the best 
way to use the refer¬ 
ence library to carry 
out your research. 

Ty V Ardd reference 
library is located next 
to the council’s 
Sunnyside offices, 
and offers visitors a 
modern facility with 
ample car parking 
provision. 

To find out more, 
call 01656 754810, e- 
mail: localandfamily- 
history @bridgend.gov. 
uk, or make a visit to 
the library. 


AN area of the 
Llynfi Valley has 
benefited from a 
facelift - thanks to 
pupils from Maesteg 
Comprehensive 
School, who planted 
over 2,000 trees in 
two days at the for¬ 
mer railway site, 
Maesteg Washery. 

It marked the final 
stages of a collaborative 
public art project between 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council’s arts 
and community develop¬ 
ment team, walking and 
cycling charity, Sustrans, 
and Machynlleth-based 
artist, Jony Easterby. 

The project, which has 
benefited from European 
Regional Development 
Grant support through the 
Welsh Government, as 
part of the Valleys 
Regional Park 

Partnership, aims to trans¬ 
form the site into a public 
art space focussing on 
biodiversity. 

The school pupils have 
been working closely 
with the artist from the 
outset, and have helped 
with the design and plot¬ 
ting of the area. 

Former scrubland has 
been transformed into an 
attractive environmental 
land art piece comprising 
of wetlands, a walkway, a 
stone wall feature and a 
variety of trees. 


The artwork has been 
designed to encourage the 
development of natural 
habitats and attract biodi¬ 
versity. When the final 
stages are completed in 
March 2013, with the 
addition of mixed wild- 
flower, the site will 
become a ‘living labora¬ 
tory’ in which visitors and 
students will discover and 
learn. 

The landmark will ben¬ 
efit the wider community 
and visitors to the area, as 
it forms part of the Llynfi 
Valley Route - a new sec¬ 
tion of the National Cycle 
Network going north 
from Maesteg, which 
boasts beautiful views of 
the county borough’s 
three valleys, linking up 
with the neighbouring 
Afan Valley via a scenic 
traffic-free path. 

Sustrans Cymru’s arts 
officer, Catherine 

Stephens-Ward said: “I 
am thrilled with this new 
artwork; it complements 
the existing natural beau¬ 
ty of the valleys while 
expressing its own unique 
character. 

“This project will be a 
fantastic recreational 
space for the Llynfi com¬ 
munity, while the experi¬ 
ence of using this part of 
the National Cycle 
Network by foot or bike 
will be greatly enhanced.” 

Coun Lyn Morgan, 
BCBC cabinet member 
for wellbeing, said: “It’s 


great that this partnership 
has allowed the young 
people to be involved in 
every stage of such an 
exciting project, from ini¬ 
tial planning and design, 
right through to comple¬ 
tion and maintenance. 

“They have done a fan¬ 
tastic job and giving up 
their spare time is testa¬ 
ment to their commitment 
to improving their local 
area. 

“The completion of the 
artwork will add to the 
beautiful views in the 
Llynfi Valley, as well as 
providing a unique oppor¬ 
tunity to bring local com¬ 
munities together and 
encourage more people to 
utilise the network of 
cycle tracks and footpaths 
in the area”. 

Jony Easterby said: “It 
is really important that 
children have the oppor¬ 
tunity to learn about their 
environment. 

“This living laboratory 
will be a fantastic and 
unique resource for 
developing skills in horti¬ 
culture and the study of 
botany, ecology and bio¬ 
diversity”. 

The artwork is part of a 
project delivered by 
Sustrans and local author¬ 
ities that will see the cre¬ 
ation of an additional 
100km of new walking 
and cycling paths across 
the south Wales valleys. 


HEARING 
LOSS? 

YOU COULD BE ENTITLED 
TO COMPENSATION: 


DID YOU 
WORK IN... 

• THE STEEL 
INDUSTRY 

• POWER 
STATIONS 

• CHEMICALS 

• MINES AND 
QUARRIES 

• CONSTRUCTION 
/ROADS 

• ANY OTHER 
NOISY 
WORKPLACE 



CALL ANYTIME FREE 

(0808)156008 


HEARING TEST 

NEAR YOU 

AND GET ADVICE FROM 
A SOLICITOR ON A 
COMPENSATION CLAIM 


NO WIN NO FEE 
100% COMPENSATION 
PAID 




ROBERT TARREN 


SOLICITORS 




Regulated by the solicitors regulation authority No 457491 


www.roberttarren.co.uk 
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First Minister 
drops in on 
BAVO workers 

- to celebrate a 
year of success! 



LEFT to RIGHT: Rt Hon Carwyn Jones AM, Steve Curry (newly-elect¬ 
ed BAVO trustee), Clive Owen (BAVO trustee), Janice Gregory AM, 
Heidi Bennett (BAVO Chief Executive Officer), Phil Jarrold (Deputy 
Chief Executive Officer WCVA) and Les Jones (new BAVO trustee). 

FIRST Minister Carwyn Jones for the benefit of their local communi- 

joined delegates for Bridgend 


Association of Voluntary 
Organisation’s (BAVO) AGM 
at Bethlehem Church Life 
Centre in Cefn Cribwr recent¬ 
ly, to celebrate the past year’s 
positive achievements. 

In the presence of Janice Gregory 
AM, Phil Jarrold, Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer of the Wales 
Council of Voluntary Action, BAVO 
members, trustees and staff, Mr Jones 
highlighted the value of volunteering 
that is supported by BAVO, and the 
crucial contribution that volunteers 
and community organisations make to 
the economy. 

He said: “Here in Bridgend, 350 
voluntary organisations are registered 
on the Wales volunteer website. 

BAVO alone have received 1,500 vol¬ 
unteer enquiries over the last year, 
with nearly a third coming from 
young people. 

“The National Assembly values 
volunteering as an important expres¬ 
sion of citizenship, and as an essential 
component of democracy. I can’t 
praise enough the work done by 
BAVO, with their team of dedicated 
staff, led by Heidi Bennett, and to 
each and every member of our society 
who volunteers their time and energy 


ties.” 

BAVO accepted that it has been a 
tough year for the sector, but has been 
innovative in its approach to support 
members practically. Successes have 
included £135,000-worth of contracts 
through BAVO to local youth groups, 
the continuance of the emotional well¬ 
being programme Siaradwn Ni - Let’s 
Talk (worth almost £lmillion), and 
were awarded £800,000 towards a 
new Community Companions pro¬ 
gramme for over 50s. 

BAVO also helped groups within 
Bridgend county borough raise £2.5 
million for their causes, and more 
than 58 organisations were supported 
with just over £66,000 of funding for 
their projects through BAVO’s 
Community Small Grants Scheme. 

BAVO Chief Executive Officer 
Heidi Bennett said: “In the past year, 
local third sector organisations have 
faced losing services, jobs and in 
some cases, closing down elements of 
projects that have been much needed. 
BAVO will strongly lobby against 
these moves at local and national 
level. 

“I have no doubt that both BAVO 
and our members will continue to rise 
to the challenge and believe that we 
can deal with the difficulties ahead 
without losing our purpose and val¬ 
ues. ” 



The Samba band at Tynyrheol 

Jfr' W 1 


Christmas concert. 


1 l ~ . 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


Stars in the 
Making 
I WOULD like to 
congratulate the 
choir of Tondu 
primary school, 
which has been 
very busy in the 
last couple of 
weeks. 

It has sung at a 
number of various 
venues performing 
their Christmas reper¬ 
toire. It was at the 
Pines, Mac Arthur Glen 
shopping centre on 
Thursday, December 6; 
entertained former 
Welsh rugby interna¬ 
tional players at the 
Marriott hotel, Cardiff 
on December 11; and 
old age pensioners in 
the Len Evans centre, 
Aberkenfig in the after¬ 
noon of December 12. 

In the evening, it 
took part in the commu¬ 
nity carol concert at 
Tondu Wesley 
Methodist church. 

The climax of this 
Christmas period was 
when the choir took part 
in a Carols for 
Christmas concert at St 
David’s Hall, Cardiff on 
Saturday, December 8 
to help raise money for 
the BBC’s Children in 
Need charity perform¬ 
ing with the BBC 
Chorus. 

The highlights of this 
concert will be broad¬ 
cast on BBC Wales on 


Getting our canines all 
mixed up with our felines! 



NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns 
of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl @ yahoo.co.uk 



ABOVE: Sharp-eyed readers may have noticed that the picture (above) 
in last week’s GEM referred to a report and photographs (on page 11) of a 
Christmas fayre at the ‘Dogs Trust, Bryncethin The event was, of course, held 
at the Cats Protection Centre, Bryncethin - as was made clear by the article. 


Christmas Eve at 9am 
and on Christmas Day 
at 5pm. 

Mrs Susan Pilcher, 
headteacher at the 
school, thanked the 
choir’s musical director 
Miss Handley, music 
teacher Mrs Lewis and 
teacher Mr Sullivan for 
all the hard work and 
encouragement they 
have given the children 
in the choir, which has 
been a credit to the 
school. 

Coytrahen 

Choir 

BOIS Goetre-Hen a’r 
Cylch (Coytrahen and 
District choir male 
choir), another choir 
which has been 
formed for only a few 
years, but is always 
willing to sing at com¬ 
munity events and 
help raise money for 
charities is performing 
at a Christmas carol 
concert and sing-a- 
long at the Philip 
Squire community 
centre in Coytrahen 
on Saturday, 

December 22 at 6pm. 

The choir, welcomes 
new members to 
rehearsals on Sundays 
between 6pm and 8pm 
at the above centre, and 
on Tuesdays in the 
Aberkenfig Social and 
Athletic Club, 
Aberkenfig. 

Cancer 

support 

THE Noteworthy 
mixed voice choir of 
approximately 25 
members, was formed 
to raise money for 
cancer research, and 
has performed in a 
number of concerts for 
charity. 

Tomorrow (Friday, 
December 21) starting 
at 7pm it will be taking 
part in the annual 
Christmas concert at St 
Michael’s and All 
Angel’s church, 
Maesteg. Also in the 
concert will be soprano 
Angharad Morgan, who 
performed in two of the 


renowned Wexford 
Festival operas. 

The concert will 
again raise funds for 
cancer research and 
tickets cost (£7 or £6 
for concessions) are 
available at the door. 

Church 

services 

AT Horeb Baptist 
Chapel, in Dinam 
Close, Nantymoel, on 
Sunday, December 23, 
there will be a special 
candlelight carol serv¬ 
ice in the chapel at 
4.30pm; everyone is 
welcome, Bible read¬ 
ings and a short mes¬ 
sage, ‘The Child of 
Light,’ will explain the 
true meaning of 
Christmas. There will 
be mince pies and hot 
drink available at the 
end of the service. 

There is also a 
Christmas Eve service 
on December 24 at 
6pm, with a special 
message by Bill 
Hughes. 

Normal services take 
place on Sunday at 
11am, Sunday school at 
3.45pm and evening 
service at 4.30 pm. 

At St Bride’s church, 
Llansantffraid, on 
Sunday, December 23 at 
6pm, there will a carol 
service to which every¬ 
one is welcome, fol¬ 
lowed by a glass of 
mulled wine and mince 
pies. 

There will also be a 
traditional Christmas 
Eve Midnight Mass 
starting at 11.30pm on 
December 24. 

At St David’s church, 
Betws, on Christmas 
Eve, December 24 at 
4pm, there will be 
Christingle service in 
which children from the 
Messy church club and 
Betws primary school 
will be taking part. On 
Christmas Day there 
will be Eucharist serv¬ 
ice at 10am. 

There is a Christmas 
Eucharist at St John’s 
Church, Aberkenfig, on 


Christmas Day at 10am. 

On Sunday, 

December 30, there will 
be a joint service for all 
members in the parish 
of Llansantffraid, Betws 
and Aberkenfig at the 
church (10am). 

Community 

Event 

EVERYONE is wel¬ 
come to join 
Christians working 
together in their Walk 
of Witness on 
Saturday (December 
22) leaving Bethlehem 
chapel, Brynmenyn at 
10am for a leisurely 
stroll to Nazareth 
chapel, Bryncethin. 

At St David’s church, 
Pontycymer on 
December 23, there will 
be special carol service 
with readings at 6pm; 
everyone is welcome. 

On Christmas Eve, 
there will be a Eucharist 
service at 9am, and on 
Christmas Day at 10am. 

St Cien’s church, 
Llangeinor, holds a tra¬ 
ditional Christmas Eve 
Midnight Mass at 
11.30pm, and on 
Christmas Day a 
Eucharist service at 
8am. 

At Tondu Wesley 
Methodist Church, there 
will be a Christingle 
service at the church on 
Christmas Eve at 
4.30pm. 

St David’s Church, 
Wyndham, welcomes 
everyone to the mid¬ 
night mass at 11pm on 
Christmas Eve. 

All Saint’s Church, 
Pen-y-Fai will hold the 
following services: 
December 23, carols 
and Eucharist service at 
10.30am. 

Christmas Eve, 
Christingle service at 
4pm and a Eucharist at 
11.30 pm. 

Christmas day 
Eucharist service, 10.30 
am. 

Carol concert 

I WOULD like to 
thank Coychurch 
Higher Community 


Council for the out¬ 
standing concert it had 
organised at Bethel 
Chapel, Heol Y Cyw; 
it was a real tradition¬ 
al concert. 

It was nice to see 
pupils from Pencoed 
Comprehensive School 
involved and I must 
congratulate Bethan 
Ames and Caitlin 
Jenkins for the empha¬ 
sise they put into read¬ 
ing their chosen lessons. 

Another pupil to 
impress was soloist 
Elbe Barham. 

Also performing was 
the choir for the day 
was Brackla 
Community Chorus 
under its musical direc¬ 
tor Gillian Ridout, 
assisted by accompanist 
Gareth Waite. The choir 
began with ‘Carol of the 
bells’ a Ukrainian carol, 
and closing with two 
carols from a John 
Higgins arrangement of 
‘Christmas on 
Broadway’ with two 
favourites, ‘We need a 
little Christmas’ and 
‘God bless us every¬ 
one.’ 

Gareth also accompa¬ 
nied carol singing led 
by the choir. 

Rev Ian Hodges gave 
an address, asking peo¬ 
ple to identify road 
signs from the Highway 
Code, which were sel¬ 
dom seen. 

Impressive 

concert 

I HAD the pleasure of 
being invited to the 
children’s Christmas 
concert at Tynyrheol 
primary school. 

The concert was 
titled ‘The Magical 
Christmas Jigsaw’ and I 
would think that 60 per 
cent of the pupils took 
part. There were so 
many, the stage wasn’t 
large enough for them 
all to be on it at the 
same time. 

It began with a 
Samba band and one 
could see how much 
they were enjoying 
themselves. 

At the end Mr Martin 
Griffiths, the head¬ 
teacher, thanked Mrs 
Grabham and Mr 
Goldsworthy and all the 
members of staff for the 
hard work and encour¬ 
agement they had given 
the children in the 
rehearsals. 

I would like to wish 
all the readers of this 
column a very merry 
Christmas. 
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Forget the Hobbit! Bridgend is the real 
record breaker for elves at Christmas! 




(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1). 

IT was a record-breaking day last 
Saturday when Bridgend increased its 
own world record for the number of 
elves to hit the streets. 

As the picture {above) in Adare Street shows, 
the town turned out in force to set the bar even 
higher! 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
RANDELL JOHN (LSWPP) 

www.randelljohnphotography.com 

01656 662324 
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Baby’s first Christmas 

0 not the royal one!) 


DECEMBER 
began on a joyful 
note with the Penta 
Penybont carol 
service, held this 
year at St Crallo’s, 
Coychurch, with 
Bishop David in 
attendance. 

A traditional hour 
of Christmas worship 
was followed by 
mulled wine and mince 
pies. 

The middle of the 


COITY WI 


week found members 
at Margam Orangery 
for the Glamorgan 
Federation Christmas 
Tree Festival. 

Margaret Evans and 
Elaine Shepherd 
dressed the tree, with 
the theme of ‘Baby’s 
First Christmas’ - a 
reference to the arrival 
of the Christ Child, 
not, as some thought, 


Scallywags 



SALE 

IS 

NOW 

ON! 

OFF all our 
ranges including 
Lelli Kelly 

OFF 

Timberland 
boots and wellies 


Open this Sunday (23rd) 
10.30am-3pm 

2 Willow Walk, Cowbridge 

(Town Hall car park) 

01446 772104 


to the other, more 
recently announced, 
Royal baby! 

The avenue of 
brightly lit trees, and 
the elegant Orangery 
made a beautiful set¬ 
ting for a varied pro¬ 
gramme of Christmas 
entertainment. 

Celebrations contin¬ 
ued with the annual 
Christmas lunch, held 
this year at a popular 
Cowbridge restaurant; 
it was generally agreed 
to have been a great 
success. 

The monthly meet¬ 
ing at Coity Church 
Hall was brought for¬ 
ward from the usual 
end of month slot, and 
members were enter¬ 
tained by the talented 
group Musical 
Allsorts, who led car¬ 
ols and Christmas 
songs, and entertained 
with lively perform¬ 
ances. One lovely 
Christmas song had 
been written by Max 
Boyce. 

In her closing 
address, president Lyn 
Griffiths thanked the 
choir and reminded 
everyone of some of 
the events that had 
made this year at 
Coity WI such a suc¬ 
cessful one. 

The ladies of Coity 
would, in turn, like to 
thank Lyn and the 
committee for all the 
hard work they have 
put in throughout the 
year. 


£8million facelift 
is of ‘high quality’ 



First Minister Carwyn Jones joins BCBC Leader Coun Mel Nott and invited guests at the celebration of the completion 
of phase one of the town centre regeneration programme in the beautiful, if chilly, sunshine recently. 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1 

Coun Mel Nott said: “As a 
council, we are extremely 
ambitious for Bridgend, which 
is why this regeneration pro¬ 
gramme is all about improving 
the town centre’s reputation 
and image as a desirable shop¬ 
ping destination. 

“We believe this will make it 
even more attractive to visitors 
and investors and increase 
employment opportunities for 
local people. ” 

Carwyn Jones, AM for 
Bridgend, added: “This phase 
of regeneration has introduced 


high quality improvements to 
footways and roadways, provid¬ 
ing a fully accessible and pleas¬ 
ant environment for people 
using Bridgend town centre. 

“The fantastic new sculp¬ 
tures provide an interesting 
focus for people walking 
through, and the new bus shel¬ 
ters are a very welcome addi¬ 
tion to the facilities in the 
area. ” 

The remaining phases of the 
multi-million pound project 
will be completed over the next 
two years. 


Coffee morning’s £300 
boost for Marie Curie 


A COFFEE morning 
organised by a chiropodist 
has raised £300 for Marie 
Curie. 

As well as coffee, there was 
a talk by Sarah Ren wick, who 
discussed treatments available 
at her clinic in Commercial 
Street, Llantwit Major. The 
organiser, Roz Couzens, said: 
“Thank you to all who came 
and gave so generously at our 
‘Start to Christmas coffee 


morning..George and Einor 
once again kindly let us use 
their wonderful restaurant, 
Illtyd 216. 

“The surroundings were so 
comfortable and Christmassy. 
There was free coffee, cake 
and a raffle, and everyone 
went home with a prize. 

“We were very happy to be 
able to hand over a cheque for 
£300 to Marie Curie.” 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon « 
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LOOK! 


PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


OPEN: Christmas Eve 9am - 4.30pm • Closed Christmas Day 
Boxing Day and New Year’s Day only 
Normal Opening Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm 
Open New Year’s Eve 9am - 4.30pm 


We are having a r 

HUGE CLEARANCE 

(To make WOy fef IHW products A displays] 



Experienced sales staff 
on hand to advise you 
with your purchases. 


3A tynewydd road, 

KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 
at 252 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 
(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 

WE ARE THE CHEAPEST - ^ 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! forZstration i 

Same/Next Day Delivery Service! Zi y ose y^%*f i j 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty f & 

Telephone: 01446 730884 : 

www.1stchoicetrade.co.uk 



1 


Selected Stock & Ex-Display Items 

Reduced to Rock Bottom Prices 

Starts Friday 28th December 

For a Limited Time Only While Stocks Last 

|M turn'd!-am* lAnfapJ 


bathroom 


&e inspired... 




Cardiff Bathroom Centre, Hodfield Rood, Cardiff, Cf 11 8PW 
Tel: 029 2034 0861 Web: vwwr.cardiHbalhroorncerrtre.cauk 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG 4 
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Half price 

Duval-Leroy Fleur de Champagne 75d 

, £3*§sr £15.99 

I 

> 

% _ 
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Carwyn drops bombshell 
with Assembly’s plan to 
buy out Cardiff Airport 


THE future of 
Cardiff Airport 
took a shock turn 
this week with 
news that the 
Welsh 
Government is 
considering tak¬ 
ing it over. 

The First Minister, 
Carwyn Jones, 

announced that the 
Welsh Government has 
entered into an exclusive 
‘due diligence’ agree¬ 
ment with TBI, the own¬ 
ers of Cardiff Airport. 

TBI, in turn, is owned 
by the Spanish airports 
operator, Abertis. 

The phrase ‘due dili¬ 
gence’ means that the 
airport’s books will be 
studied and, subject to 
financial, legal and 
value for money consid¬ 
erations, the Welsh 
Government may then 
proceed towards a pur¬ 
chase of the airport. 

Announcing the 
agreement, the First 
Minister said: “Over the 
past 12 months, I have 


repeatedly emphasised 
the importance to Wales 
of a dynamic interna¬ 
tional gateway airport 
in Cardiff. 

“During the course of 
the year, we have devel¬ 
oped a very constructive 
and positive relationship 
with TBI. Together, we 
have been discussing 
how best to develop the 
airport to position it for 
the challenges ahead. 

“I can today 
announce that the Welsh 
Government has agreed 
with TBI to progress 
towards the purchase of 
Cardiff Airport. 

“Such an arrange¬ 
ment would enable us to 
develop a more coherent 
approach to our nation¬ 
al infrastructure plan¬ 
ning, and integrate the 
airport into our wider 
economic development 
strategy .” 

This process clearly 
started after the First 
Minister made critical 
comments about the 
state of Cardiff Airport 
earlier this year. 

The comments were 
widely interpreted as 


I by PHILIP I 
IRWIN | 

warning Abertis to start 
investing in Cardiff, or 
to sell to someone who 
would. 

Carwyn Jones has 
been reported as saying 
that any new operator 
will be expected to run 
the airport without sub¬ 
sidies. 

The Conservative 
Leader in the Assembly, 
South Wales Central AM 
Andrew RT Davies said 
that while he acknowl¬ 
edged that action was 
needed to halt the air¬ 
port’s decline, he still 
had major reservations. 

He said: “The First 
Minister will have to 
work very hard to con¬ 
vince us that this move 
will represent value for 
taxpayer money and, 
equally important, deliv¬ 
er the improvements that 
are needed. 

“Naturally, the onus is 
now on the Welsh 
Government to make the 
case and, whilst I am 
unconvinced that state 


control is the way for¬ 
ward, we will continue 
to be a constructive 
opposition. 

“It should be noted 
that the situation has not 
been helped to date by a 
combination of Welsh 
Government inaction 
over route development 
grants, and a First 
Minister who enjoys 
telling the public how 
awful it is to use the air¬ 
port! 

“Furthermore, the 
Welsh Government’s 
mediocre record doesn’t 
exactly fill you with 
confidence that they 
have the wherewithal to 
manage a key asset of 
this type and scale. 

“It is some consola¬ 
tion that the First 
Minister has conceded 
that the airport would be 
managed independently 
alongside a partner with 
industry experience and 
not by Labour 
Ministers.” 

Business Minister 
Edwina Hart said: “The 
message from business 
leaders and tourism 
operators across Wales 


is clear: strong, interna¬ 
tional transport links are 
vital to our prosperity, 
and key to future eco¬ 
nomic growth. 

“Subject to satisfacto¬ 
ry due diligence, our 
investment in Cardiff 
Airport has the potential 
to create many exciting 
possibilities for the 
Welsh economy.” 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
aid: “I welcome the First 
Minister’s statement. 
This is great news for 
the airport, the Vale and 
the whole of Wales. 

“By taking the airport 
into public ownership, 
the Welsh Government 
can integrate it into its 
wider economic strategy 
and boost prospects for 
Welsh citizens, tourists, 
businesses and the avia¬ 
tion industry.” 

The Vale MP, Alun 
Cairns, said: “You don’t 
need to own an airport to 
support an airport. 

“I have criticised the 
Welsh Government on 
several occasions previ¬ 
ously for not supporting 
the airport in the same 
way as the Scottish 
Government supports 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

“There had been real 
prospects of attracting 
Emirates and American 
Airlines there, but they 
failed to step up to the 
mark. Emirates ended 
up going to Edinburgh 
and Newcastle. The for¬ 
mer Newcastle RDA 
supported the marketing 
of the routes. 

“The timing is 
remarkable. They have 
just refused to freeze 
council tax and are about 
to extend its reach. 

“They don’t have 
money to pay for a can¬ 
cer drugs fund. NHS and 
Ambulance targets are 
being missed, yet they 
have money to purchase 
an airport!” 

Steve Hodgetts, the 
business development 
and commercial director 
at Cardiff Airport, said: 
“Over the last few 
months, Cardiff Airport 
has engaged in positive 
and constructive discus¬ 
sions with the Welsh 
Government on how 
best to position the air¬ 
port for the challenges 
ahead. 

“In the course of 
those discussions, it 
emerged that a sale of 
the airport was one pos¬ 
sible option. 

“To explore that 
option further, a process 
has been put in place 
which will allow the 
Welsh Government to 
undertake comprehen¬ 
sive due diligence. 

“Depending upon the 
outcome of that due dili¬ 
gence, and other related 
activities, it is our under¬ 
standing that the Welsh 
Government may decide 
to proceed towards a 
purchase.” 


AS QMS ■ (GREETINGS 

from C S Boxall, to all our customers old and new. 


C.S. Boxall is a family 
business established 
since 1990 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & 
Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 

For all your 
Oil, Gas, Boiler 
and Aga 
installation, 
service and 
breakdowns 



Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 

www.csboxall.co.uk • % Ml 
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CADETS LEARN ALL 
ABOUT POSITIVE ‘G’ 
AND NEGATIVE ‘G’ 


AIR Cadets from 
372 (Barry) 

Squadron have 
recently experienced 
the thrills and excite¬ 
ment of flying in the 
modern Grob Tutor 
training aircraft, as 
used by the Royal 
Air Force. 

The Cadets gained a 
valuable insight into the 
aircraft’s flying capabili¬ 
ties. With No.l Air 
Experience Flight based 
at MoD St Athan, the 
Cadets did not have to 
travel far. 

On arrival, the Cadets 
were given all the rele¬ 
vant safety and weather 
briefings and shown 
training videos about the 
aircraft before being 
equipped to fly. 

Each air experience 
flight typically lasted 30 
minutes, where the 
Cadets would fly at 
approximately 2,500 ft. 
During that time the 
Cadets were given the 
opportunity under the 
pilot’s instructions to 
actually control the air¬ 
craft, learning to appre¬ 
ciate the effects of the 
control column to main¬ 
tain straight and level 
flight. 

Some brave Cadets 
also undertook stomach 
churning aerobatics - 
appreciating the world 
while upside down! 

Typically, the pilots 
would carry out a series 
of stall turns, wing 
overs, barrel rolls and 
loops, with the Cadets’ 
hands actually following 
through on the control 
column helping to 
understand how the air¬ 
craft flies. 

The Cadets also now 
have an understanding of 
the difference between 
positive and negative G 
- at first hand! From the 
air, the Cadets could 
clearly see many of the 
local familiar sights, 
including their homes. 

The Cadets who flew 
were Nathan Loxton, 
Nathan David, Steph 
Jones, Toby Boss, Rhys 
Thomas, Jack Cowles, 



Jack Cowles with the 
evidence of an eventful 
flight 

Georgia James, 
Georgina Poulakis, 
Kieren Long and Sean 
Hodges. 

Afterwards, Georgia 
said: “Flying the aircraft 
was easier to control 
than I imagined. It was 
so cool, and I can’t wait 
for my next flight”. 


Everyone had a fan¬ 
tastic experience they 
will never forget. 

The Air Cadets also 
undertake many other 
exciting activities 
including adventure 
training, shooting, sport, 
field craft, Duke of 
Edinburgh Award 
Scheme and archery. 

If you have a spirit for 
adventure, 372 (Barry) 
Squadron have vacan¬ 
cies for boys and girls 
between 13-18 years old. 

The Squadron parade 
on Mondays and 
Wednesdays 7pm-9.30pm 
behind Adams Funeral 
Parlour (by the 
Memorial Hall) or you 
can phone the Squadron 
on 01446 747734 or 


email oc.372@air- 
cadets.org _ 

CAROLS AT EWENNY 

THE popular annual carol service will be held in 
Ewenny Priory Church next Sunday (December 
23) at 4pm, when St Donat’s Chamber Choir, con¬ 
ducted by Wendy York, will be leading the singing, 
with organist Dorian Prince. 

Christmas Midnight Mass at the Priory Church 
is at 11.30pm on Christmas Even, and Holy 
Eucharist with carols at 9.30am on Christmas 
Day. For further details, contact the Venerable 
Philip Morris, priest in charge. 



U n | 
UJiJ 

Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... 

lUijij'JU VOLVO 

J37 

TRUST THE CAR, TRUST OUR SERVICE 



All servicing, repairs, 
tyres & MOTs carried 
out at realistic prices 


Fully equipped workshop with the very latest Volvo 

diagnostic technology 

Volvo checklist issued with every service 

Courtesy cars available • Local collection & delivery service 

State of the art showroom with exceptionally 

comfortable waiting area 


Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk 
For more information call 01656 769769 
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PILATES STUDIO • ACTIVEWEAR STORE • WELLNESS CENTRE 


Do you need to strengthen, lengthen and tone your body? Are you looking for an exercise routine that can 
strengthen your back? Re align your spine? Barefoot Studio is Wales' leading Pttates Studio and our team 
of Instructors are some of the best in their field. From individual tailored sessions to smaM group classes, 
we offer the right class for you. Choose from our Healthy Backs Programme, dally classical mat classes, 1:1 
Pftates Reformer or our NEW MVe Chair Pllates Classes 



barefoot 

studio 



Small group classes of 12 people 
Lengthen your spine, strengthen your core 
Over 20 classes to choose from 
Daytime & evening classes 
All mats & equipment provided 


Small group classes of 6 people 
55 min workout that gets great results 
Shape, tone, sculpt and challenge your body 
Dynamic fun class - the first in Wales! 



Pilates Reformer 

Private Reformer 1:1 or 1:2 sessions 
Exceptional results on this unique machine 
Used by top sportspeople and celebrities 
Also recommended for rehabilitation 


Book your FREE taster class: Sat 5 Ian 2013 Book your 20 min taster session for just 


BOOK NOW - 6 Week Beginners Classes: 

Wed 9 Jan, 10:30am 
Thur 10 Ian, 7;30pm 
Sat 12 Jan, 11:00am 

£S1 per person for 6 weeks course 

Lower Back Pain 

Run by our Level 4 Pilates Lower Back Pain 
Specialist. 1:1 Pnvate classes and small group 
'Healthy Back* classes. Ring for details. 


DpO^OOWWOL ^ ^ ^ 
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£10: Sat Sian 2013 



Nordic Walk 

Burn 46% more 
calories than walking 
Fun, friendly & enjoy 
the outdoors! 

Beginners workshop 

Sat 12 iao 

10-30 am • 12:30 pm 
£15 per person 
Poles provided 


FRI 21 & SAT 22 DEC 

MEGA 2 DAY 
SHOP SALE 

GYM KIT. RUNNING GEAR. DOWN JACKETS. HATS. 
YOGA/PILATES CLOTHING, BAGS. GIFT IDEAS... 

j£UP TO HALF PRICE[jjjjfl] 


barefootstudiostore.co.uk 


Barefoot Studio ft home to a team of hghly quallfed and 
experienced therapists. We can signpost you to the right 
treatment and work together to optimise your health 


EMMETT & BOWEN TECHNIQUE 

Easeig pain, restoring comfortable movement combating stress 
& tension, www.everybodyshetter.co.uk 


OSTEOPATHY 

Promote complete body health. Structural & cranial 
osteopathy for all ages. Holistic approach to aches & pains. 

Rachel Corbett t: 07970 408 S42 

SPORTS MASSAGE 

Enhance muscle performance, aids recovery, treat and 
prevent injury. 

Mm* Bennett I: 07887 924 901 

ACUPUNCTURE 

Acupuncture can help with many health issues toduchng 
pain, ferUkty issues, morning sickness* anxiety & depression. 

Pauline Jones t: 077S3 986 921 


Judith Johnson t: 07932 347 983 

REFLEXOLOGY 

Therapeutic & relaxing treatments for stress, anxiety, 
digestive issues, women's health & paJhabve care. 

Joanna Cunningham-Joncs t: 07800 978 8S8 

HYPNOTHERAPY 

Anxiety, stress, depression, smoking cessation, pain, 
phobias, bereavement, confidence, exam nerves, weight issues 
Sue Pitman t: 07795 964 066 


Vhit our website for more information 
FREE CAR PARK 



BackCare 


OSTEOPATHY SPORTS MASSAGE • REFLEXOLOGY- HYPNOTHERAPY • ACUPUNCTURE • EMMETT|BOWEN 


61-63 EASTGATE, COWBRIDGE 101446 775772 e: info@barefootstudio.co.uk baref00tStudi0.C0.uk 


PILATES MATWORK - PILATES REFORMER ► PILATES CHAIR ► HEALTHY BACKS ► NORDIC WALKING 

























RIBS then 
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m 


50% OFF 




Don’t miss our 


Bonus Discounts 


Dining 
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DESIGNER furniture OUTLET STORES - NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! I CARD,FF PENARTH 
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Out and About with The G1 



‘A mysterious stranger’ 
and Spirits of the Yule 


THE winter solstice 
{Alban Arthan in 
Welsh, meaning 
light of winter) 
occurs on December 
21, and is the short¬ 
est day and longest 
night of the year, 
when the sun 
appears at its lowest 
above the horizon. 

Solstice (sistere) 
means stand still in Latin 
while sol means sun, and 
the winter solstice, 
although in contrast to 
the summer solstice, has 
been celebrated through¬ 
out the ages. 

People from ancient 
times recognised the 
peculiarity of the sun and 
moon standing still in the 
sky on this date. 

Expressed as 

‘Midwinter’s Day’ dur¬ 
ing neolithic times, it was 
a celebration where its 
people would observe the 
rays of the sun en-route 
towards sundown. 

The Midwinter festi¬ 
val was proclaimed as 
the last celebration of the 
fruitful year, because the 
winter months ahead 
were known to cause 
famine and misery 
through lack of food 
from the land. 

Cattle and livestock 
were slaughtered for the 
feast so that they would 
not have to be fed during 
the starvation months. 

Wine and beer would 
have fermented perfectly 
by this time and drunk 
for the occasion. 


The festivities began 
on December 20, the eve 
of the solstice, which was 
calculated as the begin¬ 
ning of the pre- 
Romanised winter’s day. 

It was known as the 
festival of Bacchus 
which was toasted for the 
days leading up to 
December 25. 

The consumption of 
wine surrounded this 
rather lengthy occasion, 
because light and the 
rebirth of the sun was 
important to the people 
of that era. 

Stone structures were 
built to align with the sun 
at certain times of the 
day, such as at dawn and 
high noon, and rituals of 
sacrifice were performed, 
as well as an hour of 
silence to honour the sol¬ 
stice in the hope of liber¬ 
ating peace. 

It would seem that fes¬ 
tivals of this nature were 
plentiful during ancient 
times, and possibly a fur¬ 
ther excuse for mass 
gatherings and merri¬ 
ment. 

Druid customs cele¬ 
brated the festival of 
Alban Arthuan on 
December 21 as a time of 
death and rebirth. 

They believed that the 
souls of the dead would 
be given a new lease of 
life on this date, because 
the sun of the New Year 
would be reborn the fol¬ 
lowing morning. 

They also regarded 
mistletoe as sacred and 
kissing beneath it was a 
pledge of friendship. 


The occasion was fol¬ 
lowed by Yuletide, an 
earlier term for the 
Christmas celebration. 

Author Richard 
Heinberg (a modern 
writer) describes the win¬ 
ter solstice as ‘times of 
danger and opportunity; 
times for special alert¬ 
ness and aliveness. 

Wisdom consists of 
knowing one’s place in 
any given cycle, and 
what kinds of action are 
appropriate for that 
phase 4 , quotes which 
portray the time of year 
to perfection. 

Hauntings around the 
time of the winter sol¬ 
stice are not the typical 
zombified apparitions 
often associated with fes¬ 
tivals, but tales of folk¬ 
lore and legends yearn¬ 
ing to be remembered. 

The Celtic custom of 
the Sluagh-Sidhe (people 
of the Sidhe) included 
haunted mounds or bar- 
rows where the souls of 
the dead were said to 
rebound from one world 
into another, and faery- 
folk (fairies) entered 
magical castles. 

Celtic tribes would lay 
the bones of the dead to 
rest upon the mounds to 
release their souls into 
another world beyond 
our realm. 

Spirits of the Yule dur¬ 
ing Celtic times included 
the mysterious stranger - 
which was the manifesta¬ 
tion of the ghostly image 
of baby Jesus. 

Witnessing this myste¬ 
rious stranger was 


Give dance a go in 2013 


STRICTLY comes to 
the Vale with Steve 
and Lynne - former 
captains of the Ystrad 
Fawr Ballroom forma¬ 
tion team which repre¬ 
sented Great Britain in 
the world and 
European champi¬ 
onships. 

Also, as a couple they 


represented Wales in 
Latin American at world 
championships in Spain, 
New Zealand, Italy and 
Belgium. 

Steve and Lynne have 
been teaching in Cardiff, 
Penarth and Barry for 
nine years now, and 
thoroughly enjoy doing 


They are IDTA profes¬ 
sionally qualified teach¬ 
ers. 

Classes are great fun, 
very vibrant, and as well 
as burning up loads of 
calories - losing weight 
and getting fit - every¬ 
one learns a new skill. 

Come along and give 
it a go - bring your 
friends as well. Our 
classes are tailor-made 
for beginners (and for 
people with two left 
feet!) and we have 
pupils of all ages. 

All former pupils are 
most welcome, and 
there’s no need to book. 
Just pay as you go! 
Nothing to pay in 
advance. 

Check out our website 
www.sal sachacha.com, 
and the advertisement 
on this page for our new 
classes starting in 
January, and for more 
information. 

So it’s up to you. 

Drag yourself away 
from the telly - get some 
exercise, keep fit and 
join one of the classes! 

See you in January! 


Ballroom! Latin! Salsa! 

COME DANCING with STEVE AND LYNNE 
(2 qualified I.D. T.A teachers) at their 
NEW BEGINNERS CLASSES in BALL¬ 
ROOM/LATIN/SALSA at:- 
HIGHLIGHT PARK COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, BARRY, (behind Tesco’s) 
every THURSDAY, starting 
JANUARY 10th - 7.30 - 8.30 p.m. and:- 
LOWER PENARTH COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, Brockhill Way, (opp Spar), 
PENARTH, every MONDAY, starting 
JANUARY 7th, 8-9 p.m. 

Learn to Salsa, Jive, Tango, Waltz, Cha-cha, Samba, 
Quickstep, Paso Doble, Merengue, Rumba, Foxtrot! 
Come along, bring friends to our VIBRANT and 
friendly, fun, social classes. Former pupils most wel¬ 
come. Check web for more information - 

www.salsachacha.com 

Only £6.00 - students £5.00 

Tel 02920 758708 cr 07866 551346 


thought to be a symbol of 
good luck for spreading 
kindness and goodwill to 
all men. 

But it was during the 
later part of the Celtic era 
that St Thomas, the 
Apostle to Jesus Christ, 
was honoured too. 

Eerily, the spirit of the 
Yule is said to become 
evident in the depths of 
the flames of fire, and the 
Celts would carry out 
chants of wisdom with 
the words ‘life begins in 
a spark; a fire is the light 
of the soul’. 

This is when the Yule 
tree (pine) representing 
the powers of life was 
adopted to invite pleasant 
Yuletide spirits from the 
outer world to join them 
on earth. 

The Yule tree original¬ 
ly came from Germany 
and was traditionally 
decorated with colourful 
objects just before mid¬ 
night on December 13. 

At the stroke of mid¬ 
night, singing and danc¬ 
ing in a circle rotating 
clockwise became popu¬ 
lar as a practice used for 
seeing out the old sun 
and welcoming in the 
new. 

This would evoke the 
spirits of the dead to 
dance around the stones, 
or so the fable states. 

Phantom bells are 
reported to ring out 
across the land at mid¬ 
night on the dawn of the 
rebirth of the sun, yet no 
church is known to be 
engaged in this activity. 

Could the spirits of 
yesteryear be challeng¬ 
ing the living to re-estab¬ 
lish their ancient cus¬ 
toms? Do these tradi¬ 
tions ring true? Only 
you can decide... 

HAYLEY 

WILLIAMS 

hayley.williams550@y 

ahoo.com 

Early Mass 

THIS year, the tradi¬ 
tional service of 
Midnight Mass will 
begin at 8pm in St 
Paul’s Church, Barry, 
on Christmas Eve. 

Father Robert 

Parrish said that this 
would be an opportunity 
for families to bring 
children and still get 
home in time for the 
arrival of Santa Claus. 

The service will 
include the blessing of 
the Christmas crib, and 
Christmas carols. 

On Christmas morn¬ 
ing at 10am, there will 
be Sung Mass, with pro¬ 
cession to the crib, and 
Christmas carols. 

St Paul’s was the first 
Anglican Church built 
for the new town of 
Barry in 1892. The 
Church is in St Paul’s 
Avenue and Father 
Robert and the congre¬ 
gation wish everyone a 
very happy and enjoy¬ 
able Christmas. 


"An Unexpected 
Journey’ is an 
expected success! 


IT hardly seems 
like 12 years ago 
when The 
Fellowship of the 
Ring kicked off the 
Lord of the Rings 
saga, a three-year 
journey that yield¬ 
ed billions at the 
box office and a 
small mountain of 
Academy Award 
glory. 

The chances of adapt¬ 
ing the prequel, The 
Hobbit, were always 
high, given the success 
of the first three films, 
but after Guillermo Del 
Toro left the project due 
to the time frames 
involved, it seemed The 
Hobbit was suspended in 
the air. 

Cue Peter Jackson, 
who stepped in to helm 
the film and who will 
oversee another two in 
the next three years. 

The Hobbit sees Bilbo 
Baggins (Martin 
Freeman) join Gandalf 
(Ian McKellen) and a 
band of dwarves on an 
adventure to reclaim the 
home stolen from 
the dwarves by the drag¬ 
on Smaug (voiced by 
Benedict Cumberbatch); 
an adventure that will 
prove both life-affirming 
and life-threatening in 
equal measure... 

Given the huge 
impact the Lord of the 
Rings trilogy had on cin¬ 
ema, Peter Jackson’s 
return to Middle Earth is 
one that comes with a 
certain amount of pres¬ 
sure. 

While fans of 
Tolkien’s books would 
have been assuaged by 
the confident and skilled 
approach Jackson took 
to the original trilogy, 
this time round the pres¬ 
sure of a worldwide cin¬ 
ema audience is one 
leaning heavily on the 
director. 

Throw in some 3D 
and, for selected screen¬ 
ings (one of which I was 
lucky enough to attend) 
the new technology of 
shooting at 48 frames 
per second as opposed to 
the standard 24, and 
there was much that 


could have gone wrong 
for The Hobbit. 

Thankfully, it man¬ 
ages to escape, if not 
flaw-free, then certainly 
with relative ease; the 
film channelling the 
spirit of its progenitor 
but taking on the new 
story on its own terms 
and dealing skilfully 
with the task. 

Given that the story is 
a relatively straightfor¬ 
ward adventure, shorn of 
Rings’ multi-narrative 
wrangling, the decision 
to break the film into 
three parts felt like one 
made more for financial 
concern than narrative 
(almost symbolically, 
Gandalf says early on 
that “All good stories 
deserve embellish¬ 
ment”). 

Certainly, An 
Unexpected Journey has 
all the hallmarks of the 
first part of a trilogy, 
weighed down with set¬ 
ting up the narrative and 
introducing characters, 
something it doesn’t do 
with any great ease. The 
opening 40 minutes or 
so feel a touch leaden. 

But once the adven¬ 
ture element kicks in, 
Jackson and co-screen¬ 
writers Fran Walsh, 
Phillipa Boyens and 
Guillermo Del Toro soon 
inject pace and excite¬ 
ment into proceedings. 

Extending Tolkien’s 
narrative means that 
there is more space for 
certain characters to 
shine, but it also means 
that there are points 
where the story seems to 
take a break just to do 
this, occasionally jarring 
slightly. 

Back in the director’s 
chair, Jackson makes 
The Hobbit look like the 
sparklier cousin to 
Rings’ gloomy sense of 
forboding. It makes 
sense, given there is less 
of a threat of menace in 
the air. 

Middle Earth looks as 
glorious as ever, 
Jackson’s camera sweep¬ 
ing through the beauty 
of New Zealand. The 3D 
looks glorious, and the 
48 frames per second 
technology makes this 
one of the best 3D films 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


I’ve seen in terms of 
clarity. However, the 
downside of this is that 
sometimes it resembles a 
cheesy 1980s children’s 
fantasy TV show, rather 
than the big screen expe¬ 
rience it is, and also ren¬ 
ders some of the effects 
poorly. 

Jackson’s embracing 
of new technology is far 
from misguided, but the 
sheen it offers doesn’t 
quite suit the tone of the 
film as a whole. 

Much like Rings, the 
casting is good, with 
Martin Freeman 
excelling in the role of 
Bilbo. Acting as very 
much the audience’s way 
in, the actor delivers a 
subtle but beautifully 
judged performance that 
sits perfectly within the 
film. Similarly, Ian 


McKellen projects the 
same power as Gandalf, 
albeit with a little more 
feistiness of youth, while 
of the dwarves, Richard 
Armitage and James 
Nesbitt really stand out 
from the crowd. 

With the climax set¬ 
ting up the next instal¬ 
ment without too much 
foreshadowing, as in The 
Fellowship of the Ring, 
An Unexpected Journey 
gets all the pieces in 
place and sets up for The 
Desolation of Smaug 
next year (the character 
only being hinted at 
here). 

Based on this outing, 
it promises to be some¬ 
thing quite special 
indeed. 

VERDICT - A success¬ 
ful return to Middle 
Earth for Peter 
Jackson et al, The 
Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey ticks all the 
right boxes. 

While it feels a little 
overstretched in parts, 
and hardly hits the 
ground running, the 
grand scope of the 
piece keeps you 
engaged throughout 
and certainly wanting 
more. Recommended. 
SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: The Lord of 
the Rings trilogy (2001- 
2003) 

SCREEN TALK would 
like to wish all readers a 
very merry Christmas 
and a happy new year. 


Three Horseshoes! 

Moulton, Nr Barry 

A country Inn with a log 
fire, mulled wine and a 
warm atmosphere 

New Year’s Eve 
Spectacular 

LOUNGE BAR 

Adults «£10 

Fun, Dancing, Fireworks and 
Laughter til the early hours. 

Bar meals available (not included) 

| MINIBUS SERVICE AVAILABLE | 
&6 per person return 

PLAYBARN OFFER 

available throughout the 
children’s holidays: 

Kids Eat & Play: Meal 
and unlimited play £.4.95 

Open from 9am until late every day I 


Telephone: 01446 710428 


for bookings 


A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 




HANDMADE 
CRAFT FAYREf 

on T 

Saturday, 22nd December 

at 

St Mary’s Church 
Holton Road, Barry 

(just off King Square opp. The Windsor Hotel) 

10.30 am - 4.00 pm 

Free Entry - Refreshments Available 

Enquiries - Gail 07722 242317 
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ablished 

1996 


KITCHENS & BEDROOMS 

A Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to all our customers 
Serving the Vale & South Wales for over 40 years 

% 11-12 SUBWAY ROAD, 

L , THE WATERFRONT, BARRY 
% Tel: 01446 736421 jt 


0 o<'»' eclb,J/ ' ra >"or 0 , 

Gaskell & Walker 


Donation by 

/JL Geoff Brown Jun 
Modern Decorations 


SOL C TORS 


For Wills & Probate 
Contact Mr J A Taylor 


Curtains, valances, Venetian, 
vertical, roller & roman blinds 
FREE ESTIMATES 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO 
ALL OUR CLIENTS 
Tel: 01446 739174 


also a full range of legal 
services including: 
Conveyancing - Residental ^ 
Commercial & Home Information Packs* 

(Free written quotations on request) <£} 

Tel (01446) 772212 
Fax (01446) 773921 

COWBRIDGE 


’rOuld like to wish 
ll customers a 

r ry Christmas 

e-mail: 

Aandrew@thecomputerman.co.u 

>^www.thecompiitBrmari cq. 


07718 536838 

www.moderndecorations.co.uk 




<y:> aim a ^ 

^ HAPPY NEW YEAR 

~ W.IIII.IIIL’ 


customer 


Permoveo 
0800 033 7807 


% 


^ GROVE ESTATES ff 

Would like to Wish 
All Our Clients, Past & Present 
A Very Merry Christmas 
& A Happy New Year 

174 Holton Road * 01446 747474 


, t www.permoveo.ltd.uk ^ 
BattN 


Vale of Glamorgan 
CF63 4HN 


^ sales@e-grove.co.uk 
** www.e-grove.co.uk 





A 

The f/(gd JLion 


A 

Phil and the team @ the Red 

k 


wish all their customers/friends 
compliments of the season 
and a healthy, happy new year! 



I eBBIj 

New Year’s Eve 70’s Disco 

f 


^^^^^Tickets 



Donated by 

XDWA&IIS 

M4CH1VERY 1TB 


_ 

Unit 2, Main Avenue, 
Brackla Industrial Estate, Bridgend 
CF312AL (next door to SCATS) 

We would like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a prosperous 2013. 
Looking forward to seeing new and 
existing customers at our , 
site in the new year. 

^^M07T:01bA* 




NEWS FROM ST 
CYRES SCHOOL 

Christmas 
jingles 
across 
the Vale 



The Cyres sound team(left to right): 
Daniel Manton, Marcus Hicks, Richard Hopkin, 
Eloise Johnson and Nathan Morgan. 


ST CYRES School 
radio station, Cyres 
Sound, has been 
working hard with 
local primary 
schools to record 
and produce a spe¬ 
cial Christmas 
radio show, to be 
broadcast during 
the holiday period. 

St Cyres pupils 
Daniel Manton and 
Nathan Morgan, along 
with their music tech¬ 
nology teacher, 
Richard Hopkin, visit¬ 
ed Llandough, Cogan, 
St Andrews Major, 
Murch and Fairfield 
Primary Schools to 
record their choirs, 
individual performers, 
as well as pupils read¬ 
ing Christmas poems 
and interviewing their 
favourite teachers. 

Mr Hopkin said: 
“This is a great way to 
bring our community 
together and to cele¬ 
brate the hard work 
and success of each 
school’s Christmas 
concerts, all in one 
show. 

“It is also very 
exciting for the pupils 
to use the recording 
equipment and then 
be able to ‘tune in’ 
along with their par¬ 
ents and family mem¬ 
bers to hear them¬ 
selves.” 

St Cyres School’s 


head boy, Marcus 
Hicks and head girl, 
Eloise Johnson will 
present the one-hour 
Christmas special, 
introducing the vari¬ 
ous performances. 

The show will 
played every evening 
at 7pm until Monday, 
January 7. 

This will give the 
pupils and their fami¬ 
lies plenty of opportu¬ 
nities to listen in and, 
as Cyres Sound is an 
internet radio station, 
friends and family 
members from around 
the world can also 
hear it! 

To listen to Cyres 
Sound, visit 
www.stcyres.org 

The show is also 
being broadcast on 
Bro Radio 98.1FM on 
Boxing Day at 5pm. 

SCHOOL 

DEBATE 

VAUGHAN GETHING, 
Assembly Member for 
Cardiff South and 
Penarth visited year-12 
politics class recently. 

Some of the class 
flexed their debating 
muscles with Mr 
Gething on issues such 
as charging for carrier 
bags in Wales. SB 


^H PREENE & SON^ 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 


Telephone 01446 420520 


Cadoxton Funeral Home 
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Cowbridge choir’s 
festive performance 



ABOVE: The festive atmosphere at last Saturday’s farmers’ market in Cowbridge 
was enhanced by members of a local choir, Cor Meibion y Machlyd, with soloist Hanna 
Morgan. Thanks to donations from shoppers, £63.72 was raised for Ty Hafan children’s 
hospice at Sully. Photograph by MIKE WILCOCK. 


Half Tidy on form at Bonvilston 



HALF TIDY were in excel¬ 
lent form on Friday, 
December 14 when they 
played to a very apprecia¬ 
tive audience at Bonvilston 
Reading Room. 

After a tasty supper of sausage 


and mash, the audience was treat¬ 
ed to an evening of song and sto¬ 
ries - all true we were told. 

More than 60 guests were thor¬ 
oughly entertained for an hour and 
a half. 

Sadly, due to prior commit¬ 
ments Half Tidy were unable to 
continue the performance in the 


Red Lion later. A big thank you to 
all those Reading Room commit¬ 
tee members who worked hard 
selling tickets, providing the deli¬ 
cious food and clearing up after¬ 
wards. 

A Merry Christmas to you all! 

PF 


Santa sleighs 
them on tour! 



One youngster was shocked to meet Santa.. 


FOR the sixth year 
running, the Rotary 
Club of Cowbridge 
accompanied Santa 
and his sleigh on a 
pre-Christmas tour of 
Cowbridge, 

Llanblethian, Aberthin 
and Ystradowen last 
week. 

As usual, people were 
delighted to see him, 
especially the many chil¬ 
dren who made very 
clear what they expected 
from him on Christmas 
Eve. Not so much toy 
train sets and dolls these 
days, more like pink 
shoes and iPads. 

This year, Santa made 
his very first appearance 
on Skype, speaking to a 
youngster in Surrey, who 
was very sorry that they 
couldn’t be there to talk 
straight to Santa in per¬ 
son. 

Members of the 
Rotary Club are very 
grateful to those who 
contributed to this year’s 
record collection total, 


which will assist in their 
local and national chari¬ 
ty work. 

It all goes to chari¬ 
ties, every penny, and 
recipients this year will 
include the Alzheimer’s 
Society, ShelterBoxes 
(sent out when there’s a 
disaster somewhere in 
the world) and many 
more besides. 

This year, a particular 
project had been to buy, 
ship and install an 
industrial washing 
machine for Mbale 
Hospital, Uganda, and 
we ’ve just heard a week 
ago that it’s been a suc¬ 
cess! 

Thanks to the gen¬ 
erosity of the people of 
Cowbridge and others, 
patients in this hospital 
thousands of miles away 
are getting clean linen 
now. 

A big thank you from 
Cowbridge Rotary Club 
to everyone who helped, 
and happy Christmas to 
all! AB 



Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 


Wetroom installation 


Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



Professional, reliable 01446 796582 

and friendly service Q7854 168459 


Family business with 
a large reputation! 


Bonny Tiler is a family run business 
whose dedication to quality and cus¬ 
tomer satisfaction has earned us a repu¬ 
tation to rival the large bathroom and 
tiling companies; however, our size 
means that you get ‘down to earth’ 
prices, one to one consultation and work 
based on what you want without the 
hard sell. 

We do all forms of tiling, under floor heating, 
bathroom and wet room installations, including 
disability work. 

Whether you are just thinking of refreshing 
your existing kitchen, bathroom or wanting a 
complete change we can bring your dreams to life. 
We offer a free no obligation quotation service. 



HURRY DON’T MISS OUT! 


Seasons would like to wish all our customers 
a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 


Opening Times 

28th, 29th & 30th 
December - 10am - 5pm 

New Years Eve & 

New Years Day - Closed 

Then back Open 
Wednesday, 

2nd January 2013 



* 


Mow to Hrtd L* 

f «. r jiimi Inn M-t, hkt 

MUM III Ml 

M then lirsl kit s\ 
roundjtxnr. juit c*l Vww ^ 
Bevan vllnw mns tor kjvcm 
Duly itttiiiitlrt tn:in (Mi^iit Oulli' 

Vil.Ill* Vi AiIIiiii I'.liitj S •v.rn Wllko 

Seasons. Unit 9 . Ill, Pjri*>Tjur I 
Brsnmcnyr industrial Estate, 
HrfdgrndOU '*/ 

Tel: 01656 72II99 



www.SeasonsChristmasOutlet.co.uk 
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Vale of Glamorgan Council extends 
Seasons Greetings to all 
residents of the Vale of Glamorgan. 


illerrp Christmas anb 
a Ifmppp iBteto ©ear 

Mae'r Cynghorydd 
Eric Hacker 

Faer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, yn estyn 
Cyfarchion yr Wyl i holl drigolion y Fro. 

J^aboltg Hlatoen a 
pltopbbptr J^etopbb ®ba 


tiJOWCS BABIES tout 

DOCK VIEW ROAD, BARRY 

YOUR LOCAL MILKMAN 

Supplying all grades of milk, 
including Organic, Soya and Goats’ Milk. 

Serving the People of Barry, Sully, 
Dinas Powys, Rhoose and now 
delivering to Penarth and Llandough. 

We would life to wish all our 
Customers a Very Merry Christmas I 
and a Prosperous Mew year 

_ 734729 


(i 


CHRISTMASTIME MESSAGE THAT 
BRINGS ‘JOY TO THE WORLD’ 





CHRISTMAS is 
a very special 
time to appreci¬ 
ate the really 
important things 
in life - such as 
family, friends, 
and community. 

There is no 
greater joy than see¬ 
ing the excitement 
and pleasure in a 
young child’s face 
on Christmas morn¬ 
ing, which epitomis¬ 
es the true spirit of 


this unique celebra- and all the other Amid the hectic, reminds us of the Season’s greetings 

tion in the Christian wonderful charities hurly-burly of mod- eternal truth that in to all our GEM read- 

calendar. giving up their own ern living, it is good life “It is better to ers and advertisers! 

It is a time, too, precious time with that Christmas give than receive”, 

when we are vividly their families to help ' 

reminded of those make the festive 
less fortunate than period that extra bit 
ourselves - some- special for others at 
thing Jesus high- home and abroad, 
lighted when he said For example, 

‘Love thy neighbour Operation 
as thyself. Christmas Child has 

Let us not forget packed 10,000 boxes 
the army of volun- in its Pontyclun 
teers at the Vale warehouse bound 
Foodbank, for youngsters in 
Operation Croatia and the 
Christmas Child Ukraine! 


ONE STOP SHOP AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

Stallingdown,^ Cowbridge 

FILLING STATION 

Compliments of the Season 
from fay and 
Jasmine 


DOWNS 


7 


BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR TREF Y BARRI 
The Town Mayor of 
Barry, Councillor 

Les Sword 
and members of 
the Town Council 

Send greetings to the 
Townspeople of Parry 
together with sincere wishes for 
Jlecdthj happiness and Prosperity 
for Christmas 


A very 

Happy 
Christmas 

and 

New Year 

from 

JANE 

HUTT 


Labour Assembly Member 
for the Vale of Glamorgan 

Jane.hutt@wales.gov.uk 

www.janehutt.co.uk 

( 01446 ) 740981 

Regular surgeries held 
throughout the Vale 


£ 


Uanttott jHajor 
®oton Council 


Councillor 
Ann Matthews, 
Town Mayor and all 
Town Councillors 
wish Llantwit Major 
residents and visitors 
a Happy Christmas 
and a Prosperous 2013 




Would like to wish 
the Community a 
Very Happy Christmas 
and a Peaceful 
New Year! 


❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 


Huw Irranca-Davies MP 
Wishes everyone 
a Merry 
Christmas & a 
Happy New Year 

Contact details: 

Constituency Office, Unit 2,112-113 
Commercial Street, Maesteg, CF34 9DL 
Tel: 01656 737777 

Email: huw.irrancadavies.mp@parliament.uk 
Website: www.huwirranca-davies.org.uk 




Councillors 
Richard & 
Robert 
BERTIN 


would like to wish the community 
a very happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year! 


Contact: 01446 736227 
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EVERYTHING 

IN STORE REDUCED 


25% Ml 


40 i Off 


TEMPUR 
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30% on 


Porker Knoll 

25% on 


30% on 


Myilft 
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George Street Furnis hers 


Furniture • C a r p e 

NEWPORT 01633 214241 

I* V***!. XPJl Ih X ‘jmu<0 1 I nrp >i k«iprilt *€< 

I^:'4.Ljxii<> .U,*Wju»i 1 Iiii. ; >»«. 


is • Beds • Bathroom 

CARDIFF 02920 49 27 27 
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lUtl'Klki • if** IttUiN • • 





































20 - THE GEM clp 


www.facebook.com/slamorsan 2 emwww.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, December 20th, 2012 


Boos (and cheers) at 

a Town Hall panto! 



AFTER the success 
of Peter Pan last 
year, Cowbridge 
with Llanblethian 
Town Council, in 
conjunction with 
Fame Factory 
Spotlight Limited, 
welcomed Aladdin 
to the Town Hall on 
Wednesday, 
December 12. 

With an almost capac¬ 
ity audience of mums, 
dads, grandparents and 
most importantly, the 
children, it was almost 
impossible to work out 
who was enjoying the 
show the most! 

The pantomime was 
an extravaganza of song 
and dance and the cast 
were resplendent in their 
colourful costumes and 
kept the audience enter¬ 
tained with a lively per¬ 
formance sprinkled with 
an abundance of jokes. 

The evil Abanazar 
raised lots of ‘boos’ from 
all present whilst Aladdin 
was greeted with ‘cheers 
and applause’. 

Widow Twanky, 
dressed in her outlandish 
finery, did have a ‘twin¬ 
kle in her eye’ for one 
gentleman in the audi¬ 
ence, who shall remain 
nameless! 

The show ended hap¬ 
pily with a splendid 
finale and everyone went 
home having thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves. 

Special thanks from 
the Town Council goes to 
the ladies in David 
Barnes, Dry Cleaners, in 
the High Street, who 
kindly sold tickets, and to 
all those shops which 
helped to advertise the 
pantomime by displaying 
posters. 

The Town Council is 
delighted that the pan¬ 
tomime was so well 
received again this year 
and hopes to make this an 
annual event in the 
Cowbridge calendar. 

COUN D W 
MORRIS, 

Chairman, Town Hall 
Committee 




CATHOLIC 

SERVICES 


ST CADOC - 
Cowbridge, and 
Our Lady and St 
Illtyd - Llantwit 
Major Roman 
Catholic Churches 
will hold the fol¬ 
lowing services: 

December 20, 7pm: 
CAFOD carol service, 
Our Lady and St Illtyd. 

December 22, 
5.30pm: Mass, St 
Cadoc. 

December 23, 9am: 
Mass of the Fourth 


Sunday of Advent, Our 
Lady and St Illtyd. 

December 24, 
11.30pm: carols and 
midnight Mass, Our 
Lady and St Illtyd. 

December 25, 9am: 
Christmas Day Mass, 
Our Lady and St Illtyd. 

December 25, 
10.45am: Christmas 
Day Mass, St Cadoc. 

All other details on: 
www.westvale- 
catholics.co.uk. 


CRUSE 

GROUP 

ON Friday, January 
11 from 1pm to 
2.30pm, Cruse 

bereavement is hold¬ 
ing a friendship 
group for people of all 
ages who have suf¬ 
fered a bereavement. 

It will take place at 
the community room, 
Barry Fire Station. 

Everyonewelcome 
for tea, coffee and a 
friendly chat with 
Angela and Linda, 
volunteers for Cruse 
services. This will be a 
monthly event. 


VALE SHOW UNVEILS 
THE SIX WINNERS OF 
ITS BURSARY AWARDS 



Pictured are John Arnott (director), Louise Edwards, Lauren Evans, Ieuan 
Rosser and Tom Rees, along with president Mrs Fiona Martyn. 


THE Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Agricultural 
Society has 

announced the win¬ 
ners of their bur¬ 
sary awards for 
2012, which were 
the idea of John 
Arnott, a director 
and life member of 
the society. 

He felt the society 
owed a great debt to 
those young people who 
give up their time volun¬ 
tarily during the summer 
to help out at the Vale 
Show. 

The award is made in 
order to help the volun¬ 
teers further their educa¬ 
tion or careers. 
Applications for the 
award must be received 
one month following the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Show. 

The criteria is that all 
applicants must spend 
time working for the 


society and are between 
the ages of 16-26. 

Six bursaries were 
awarded this year to the 
following: Louise 

Edwards, Llandow; 
Isolde Whittaker, St 
Brides Super Ely; 
Lauren Evans, 

Llancarfan; Harry 
Gibson, Llancarfan; 
Ieuan Rosser, 

Llansannor; Tom Rees, 
Pendoylan. 


The society is 
extremely grateful to ah 
the recipients for volun¬ 
teering at the show and 
wish them every success 
in their future careers. 

Next year, the show 
will be held on 
Wednesday, August 21, 
and organisation is well 
under way. The society 
is delighted to welcome 
the Kangaroo Kid back 
to Wales as the main ring 


display - he and his son 
will be amazing the 
crowd with their motor 
cycling skills in the main 
ring. 

Further details of the 
show can be seen on 
www.valeofglamorgan- 
show.co.uk or contact 
Nicola 01446 710099 
vale, show @ btinternet. c 
om. 

NICOLA GIBSON 
(General Secretary) 


‘ Fantastic’ choral evening 
at St Mary’s, Bonvilston 


RIGHT: 

Choirs 

Women 

in 

Harmony 
and 
( Voice 
Male’ 
with 
musical 
director. 




Soloists Owen Lucas 
A PACKED church 
at St Mary’s in 
Bonvilston recently 
enjoyed a “ fantas¬ 
tic” evening of 
music. 

A crowd of about 100 
were entertained by two 
choirs, ‘Women in 
Harmony’and ‘Voice 
Male ’, who performed a 
wide range of music 
including classical and 
Negro Spiritual. 

The choirs, led by 
musical director Kelvin 
Thomas, were much 
appreciated by the audi¬ 
ence. The musical 
accompaniment was 
provided by Matthew 
Green on piano and 
Peter Harris on cello. 

Among the highlights 
of the evening were the 


and Lydia Marshall. 

instrumental soloists - 
with superb performanc¬ 
es on oboe by Owen 
Lucas and violin by 
Lydia Marshall. 

Vivienne Hayes, a 
member of St Mary’s 
church, who has links to 
Women in Harmony 
through the Heath 
Hospital, organised the 
evening, which ended 
with wine and cheese 
and a few members of 
the choir and audience 
retiring to the Red Lion 
for some liquid refresh¬ 
ment! 

Thanks to all who 
came to support the 
event. We hope to be 
able to make this won¬ 
derful choral evening a 
regular event. 

PF 


Villagers 
launch their 
own website 



ABOVE (left to right): Mike Bailey Rebecca 
Exley and Chris Street, of 
Llanblethian Residents Group. 
PHOTO by MIKE WILCOCK. 


A RECENTLY- 
FORMED 
Cowbridge commu¬ 
nity group has 
turned to the web to 
spread the word. 

The Llanblethian 
Community Group 
(LCG) has launched its 
own village website. 

In a statement, the co¬ 
ordinating group 

thanked Terry and 
Monica Dennis, for 
allowing the use of the 
rambling information 
from their village web¬ 
site from the St Hilary 


website, which is now 
three years old. 

A spokesman said: 
“There will be a ‘forum’ 
page, which we hope 
will provide a platform 
for village residents to 
raise and discuss issues 
which affect the life of 
the community. 

“We welcome sugges¬ 
tions for new pages and 
content. Although it’s 
not perfect, it’s a very 
good start." 

The village’s website 
can be found on 
www.llanblethiancom- 
munitygroup.org.uk 






































OXB Windows... Simply the Best 


Customers vote MPN best in Wales! 


Six-times World Snooker 


Champion presents award 

The family-run window and conservatory company 
that has showrooms in Cardiff. Swansea. Neath. Port 


Talbot, Bridgend and Aberdare - has been voted best 


in Wales in a national consumer survey. 


The result was calculated from theCustomer 


Satisfaction returns of nearly 16,000 households 


across Britain and Ireland - every single customer 


of every member company for the whole year, with 


the award being presented by snooker legend 
Steve Davis at Network VEKA’s AGM in Cheshire. 


Six times World Champion, Steve, who is also the 


Brand Ambassador for Network VEKA, told the MPN 
team, “All Network VEKA members maintain incredi 
bly high standards, so you really are competing 
against the best of the best. Congratulations.’ 


MPN’s Paul Webster collected the trophy and said of 


the win: Our reputation is very important to us and 


we are extremely committed to customer service. 


It s great to be recognised for all our hard work. 


In our photograph, Steve Davis presents the trophy 


to Paul and Melanie Webster and Paul and Hannah 


Glastonbury. 


MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davis 


Wcwill beat any written quote like for like! 

0^ Finance Available / Buy Now, Pay Next Year 


STtC A. OHU 

m>ELl£0 FRONT DOORS L’4W 
I? OROEKD BY FEBRUARY 


ymkoc'a k ooc« tirnt <€tvicf 
AVAAAflLUDAYSAUUK 
s ihdovys i i r u DilOM t i <ms 
DOORS ilTTtb FR0A4 £450 
PUNCH DOCKS’ FROM 1795 ’ 

i at 

i i 


n windows* noons 

Qj* f Ull REPAJRSHtVKfc iWAILABU 
(T^ fRUVCKTlt ALBINOS 

[j u»nr range or styles*, hnwies 

E 10-YFAR PFACT Of* MINJD GUARANTEE 


FREE 
QUOTES! 


♦ 

y NO 
DEPOSITS! 


Avwd Wirw»*$ 
F#*ily OwtieN 

a 0u*ir»t»» 

’ " * «inr» 1t*»4l 


REPAIR SERVICE 


Available 24/7 


Call 07976 640959 


Free Conservatory 
Design Service Available 

We supply & fit Fasd&s, 
Gutters & Downpipes 


FREE ONUNE QUOTES 

www.mpnwindows.com 

■ liRjnffwnm 07976 640959 


Bridgend 01656 648464 
Cardiff 02920 508770 

Email: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Opening Hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 


ig 


»ourw3rorn 


Amazing Offer! 

Mm your vee vertical olmds with every full house 
of windows and doors or conservatory fitted! 


O 

FINANCE 


v 


PAY NO VAT! 




FENSA 


M.P.N 


jOUSt LDLiERii i : S 


EVERYTHING! 

ONLY IN JANUARY 

TEL: 01446 439212 

for the Vale 

10A Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2, Leckwith Road, Cardiff CF118AP 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 
Halfprice Broadband for 6 months. Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems 
installed. Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

/ CiMIMU A CofllMrCiW 
S 0*|H 

/ 24 Met*' r 
S Mrtrltr .liitiM'riM 
/ HL1 v*W*l*r» 

FREE ESTIMATES 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 



CALL 
PAUL WILLIAMS 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 


Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


Kh 


BLIND SALE! -*■ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphill 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.ul 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^fG 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 

J55 4 COVERING ALL AREAS 4 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 




R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing , 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 735376 
or 07920 195775 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

Sovereign 

approved contractor 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

01446 420784 • 07970 642537 



AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 

n —m 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

W • Poor Reception Fixed 
K\ * OAP Discounts 

Additional TV Points 
Digital Aerial Installations 
^ Free Home Visits 

Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 







Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

“We do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

• 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


d i a m n n d 

Property Services (Wales) 

All electrical work undertaken 
plus a full range of home improvements 
and maintenance services at affordable prices 
with over 25 years experience 
in the building trade. 


Tel. 07980 712 777 LV 


email: diamondpropertyserviceswales@gmail.com 


HO Computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 
’ Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 



<rt» 

v v ✓ ✓ • h 




flV 

x^Excel Sweeps i { 

All Chimneys swept - Stoves refurbished 
Cowls fitted - Nests removed 
Fully Insured - Guild Certificates issued 


01446 688141 / 07508 839120 

www.excelsweeps.co.uk 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


Use the GEM to promote your business. 
43,000 copies distributed to your potential 
customers throughout the Vale. 


MS Decorating 



w 


If its wood 
- we're 
vervqood! 


GUTTER CLEANING 


CARPENTRY re, 7 

Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 

Tiling •Maintenance •Patios— _ ^ 

y 1 01446741460 

Call Peter 07749 6173221 07830 480569 



• All Internal & External Work 
t No Job too Small 
0 25 Years Experience 
0 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile: 07914 056255 


John Clissett’s 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Interior & Exterior^ 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE , 

01446 750625 
07980 691584 
Award Winning Decorators 


Professional & Affordable 


Interior & Exterior 
Free Competitive Quotes 
20 Years Experience 
Professional, Local, Reliable 
Flexible Hours to Suit 
Wall ArVMurals 


07855 539545 


GRAB I 




PLANT HIRE LTD 

From creating a Pathway to 
Building a Home, we can provide 
the complete s 



01446 700535 _ 

Covering the whole of the Vale 


www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 


VOLE CARPETS 

*76e (Zcwfiet Sdoft, 
tfuzt comet to you, 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 









Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 


^ t Domestic and 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering CommeraaC 

01446 771137 &Q.notations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 


NH 


Painter & 
Decorator 


Time served, Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 


DukjxA't (t> II 

_ DtcoriMn v 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


























































































































































Thursday, December 20th, 2012 


www.facebook.com/slaniorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 23 


MlliolH (fMaaQmg Sy/yjca: 


fetel'llHEI ©©croS ©os 


[P0g]0B][b3mgi 




All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

• Misted Units inc. 

Bevels & Stains Bridi 

• Broken Handles/ 

Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired and Upgraded 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith 


www.bridgendwindows.com 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


VCTfumbinfj 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

Gain** w 

*• 411471 

Vr.« 0 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window ree UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


iv. Garden & Landscaping Services 

(f | Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 



r Lewis & Lewis ~ 

Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All oil & gas work undertaken 


All work guaranteed / 

Tel: 01446 771398 
Mob: 07966 265912 ^ 


©as Ssiwlsys 



All Aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


07846 255457 19 : 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230” 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers Soi 

WIMEeiWMEBa 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

ft ™ 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
Combination Boiler Specialist 

P ^ Annual Boiler Service only £40^4 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^^** 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. *5? 

Fast, Friendly Service. 301616 


CELTIC 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 

07973 785339 ^ 
07956 887536 * 


01444 740127 

INM * 



M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job | 
too small 
07526 125982~ 
or 01446 753503 



J P EDWARDS 

.▼•MO 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


OT71» 603526 

1.414 IK'I « IMMil 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

^ -i— 


ELECTRICAL 
|| REPAIRS 


I I Installer 
l J Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffeU@hotmail.co.uk 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


S.M.yaughan 

«!■= eii; 

■ Approved Contractc 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, TV Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 




Washing Machines Electric 
J Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


INSTALL 

ELECTRICAL 

Commercial & Domestic 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

* Installations 
' Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 




FREE VISUAL 
ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES 
& BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY 
AVAILABLE 

01446 733773 HAPTT 
07816 091425 


K&A Services Ltd 


“A family ran business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, 
carpet cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small, just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
* ^ & Tiling 


01446 

794266 



Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 

Tel: 07779 
598844 Tl< 
or 01446 
421006 215639 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
Adi aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


01446 404838 

Silvey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 


Roofing 
specialists 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 











































































































































































24 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/glamorgangemwww.twitter.com/gem news 


Thursday, December 20th, 2012 



Call a professional 
from our A-Z list 




GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 
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INSTAI 

SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 



Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


Established ovgr 23years /~ 

<Ti(estyle 

^ ' Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 
AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

□ 07816 668076 or 01446 792676 

martynhacker05 @ hotmail.co.uk 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists ^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk 
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SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 



We will pay you for your 

Computers - Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 

Top price and service 


Why trash it? Cash it! 

FIND US NEXT TO THE TOWER 1=1 
ON LLANDOW TRADING ESTATE 

Tel: 079725101* 

bull l*/rVnvj>>fr*rf^ rpijk 

WWW.A4f«trTWUhj(tL«l 



First 3 hours 
from £36 
for total beginners 

GIFT VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 

01446 719555 
07798 501267 , 

The GEM 

01446 774484 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 




V@5te*oiP§? 

Driving School Ltd 

• Learn from 14 years of age upwards 


Gift Vouchers now available by 
phone or via our website 


0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


©©ov/a©©s 



DH Solutions-Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


lamw minimum - Any vehicle 
with at least 3 months MoT 
in good working order 

Pi mu minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Pi uni minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 

SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY 



VEHICLE RECYCLING 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 T,,T t e 

We will beat any price localIv IsT^ilBMl for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 




HISCOCK/SMITH 




Elizabeth and Sandra & 

Keith, send love and best 
wishes to family, friends 
and neighbours this 
Christmas, but in remembrance ] 
of our special “Polly” will be making 
charitable donations in lieu of cards. 
Also may God bless Andrea 
and Lloyd who, together with 
ourselves, are particularly saddened 
at this special time. 

Peace be with us all 


Howard and Marilyn Hellyar 

would like to wish family, 
friends, neighbours and 
fellow bowlers a 
Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year! 



The GEM would like 
to wish everyone 
a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
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VAl F OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
NOTICE or PUBLIC PATH ORDFR 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
ACT 1996, SECTION 257 
AND PARAGRAPH 1 OF SCHtlXJLfc 14 
THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN 
COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC FOOTPATH NO W ST 
ANDRtWS MAJOR) 

STOPPING UP ONCER 2012 


CYNGOR 6 NO MORGANNWG 
RMYBUOO O WNFUO GORCHYMYN 
« LLWYBR CYHOCDOOS 

DEOOF CYNLLUMO GWLAD A THREF 
1990, ADRAN 2S7 
A PHARAGRAFF ^ ATOOLEN 14 
GORCHYMYN CAJU LLWYBR 
(LLWYBR CYHOEDDUS RMIF 
29 SAINT ANDRASI 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 2012 
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VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 
TOWN AMO COUNTRY PLANNING 
ACT 1990, SECTION 2S7 
AND PARAGRAPH 1 
OF SCHEDULE 14 
TF« VALE OF GLAMORGAN 
COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC rOOTPATM NO 43 ST 

ANDREWS MAJOR) 

DIVERSION ORDER 2012 




i CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 

£3 RMYBUOO O WNFUD GORCHYMYN 
— 1 LLWYBR CYHOCDOUB 

DEDOF CYNLLUNBO GWLAD A THREF 
1990, ADRAN 257 
A PHARAGRAFF 1 
ATOOLEN 14 
GORCHYMYN GWYR0 LLWYBR 
(LLWYBR CYMOtOOUS RHir 43 SAINT 
ANDRASI 

CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 2*12 
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Happy 30th Birthday 

Lee 


Dobbirvggn 

A 

on 25th December 


All our love, Vici, Paige 

w 

and the rest of the family. 


x x x x V/ y 


r 


HaDDV 

18th Birthday 


^Sophie 
* Harris* 

on 22nd December 

Lots of Love 
Dad and Jackie 

XXX * 

Trev & Dave 



<: ■ Q 3 S 3 M EB 3 E 

FLOWER 

Brian Stewart 

Sue, Julia, Russell and family would like to 
thank all the very many Mends who attended 
the Thanksgiving Service for Brian. 

They are so grateful for all the kin dness and support 
they have received, the cards, letters, messages, flowers 
and donations. Special thanks to the Ministers, 
especially Rev Norman Williams and Rev David Bolt 
and David Lloyd Jones, also to everyone at William 
James and Son. 


Happy 18th 
v Birthday 
SOPHIE 
v HARRIS 

on 22nd December 

With love, Nan, Gramps, 
Deb, Paul, Ben and Tom x x x 



J\ W. A Browr£\Son 



Fun of ill Director* 


24 hau r% o d«r 7 v 


* Fun, 


Pembroke House. 

College Street, Li an twit Major 
01446 792 409 ^ 


GRATTON 

(nee Gower) 

Muriel Margaretta 

Suddenly but peacefully at College Fields Nursing 
Home, Barry, on December 17th, Muriel, formerly 
of Vere Street and Jenner Road, Barry. 

Dearly beloved wife of the late Reginald, much loved 
mum of Jane, mother in law of Den, adored 
grandmother of James, Dawn and her husband Ron, 
great grandmother of Morgan, Bethan and Ciaran. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son, Tynewyddd Funeral 
Home, Gladstone Road, Barry, until her service in the 
chapel on Thursday, January 3rd, 2013 at 11am, 
followed by interment at Barry Cemetary at 12 noon. 
Flowers may be sent to the funeral home. 


Walter Stone 

(Walt) 

Jeff and Margaret wish to thank all 
relatives and friends for their cards and 
floral tributes received. Thanks also 
to Dr Janet Taylor for her care and 
kindness to Walter. 


Pat & Hubert Edwards 

The family of the late Pat & Hubert Edwards 
of Tregroes Cottages (formerly of Llanmaes 
Road, Llantwit Major) would like to thank 
everyone for their generous donations and for 
their kind messages of sympathy. 
Money raised was donated to Parkinson’s 
Research, the Parkinson’s Disease Society 
and to the Marie Curie Hospice, 
Holmes Tower in Penarth - Thank you. 




reaching the people from Penarth to Porthcawl Call 01446 774484 


Audi A4 X Reg 
1.6 Petrol 

Silver, 107k, MOT April 
2013, new timing belt & 
water pump, very good 
condition. 

£895 ono 

07957 333121 


VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
Gambling Act 2095 
SUt+numt of Prlnclpto* 

Tha Cantkt) *3 I 



CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Dcdcff Gamble 2005 
D*fg*n«»d o Egwyddorion 


V%n* Dtfttfcf jirU: r rrUan w c ht ij c 
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n t* fc j r nnj ta^rm n taomori on aerrraer yaah >n■ j r u twyrOa rymwnaA ly'n l a aUU 

aiarrad lo N tar tadwaoa vt dtbrg rtwfi erd >tm ietm cyfwn*al1 tag rtwag pwfwb tdfwiaj a 
ml b«*f if <xr gttnartaa r» rObafcji tu kanatt lo* an t yaaa J au rw partijnaa A jwftfanU* 


Pwarfag r»m 4 tun* if 

l««9 I> l*^)**. dMKXbl Arf> ;»»«* ca 

rtwrder Of orine 

Ciauing fat fl—tirg a rertulai natat and 


Yt a wa rtan tnryittaii r* 

M4 Ottltt) fia^ tot f' HyrtafaM 
»*i #rf#f4». itav lari f 6 t.fc 

Mtfdn rr>» pal 1 )*Vm) 

bod »rr t-to jn rranar iMflU dag 


PrarUt rttlmn Mac C 0%1 paaqr* 

tom 3 # eg narrmt or my4*tart bf darTt4rg 


IWgrai (Aav a (M4I bga ami mg M 
IMlmr 


Tta V4a al Ote*c«ja* Caaaei ib*«3* b Httofi a Maw Cf(U 6bJ lA*|arau M matt ty»a)l 
tl m 2tt> CbjaUo a4a.li DaO»»aJ u E p ry Mw 0 3) '-*'♦/»* 2D12 a Maw 
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Smarwii a* a#4 s*l m frran imim M CoiMf takyai yi ill rvaa r C>rgpr yr. owvxaffw 

*4 iWf ab awuateu ale raa hr naat hai yaan (iTbhl rtraiaUi ir.al itm y Mr waa* 

I yui •«!«• *w iA»t*i^)r •> 4 (tiff •/ T»a 0% yiy.a tu ptaf • O *pM*49* rrow oa> r >' 
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list Dcrui 

DrKtr d OMk| rrari Srncat 


CytarwydiMr C 


nQatt^i 


VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
MARRIAGE ACT 1394 AND 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2904 

hate rd tea tnai tfiu a bora* dfifanmad ha* 
raOftVftd N< fel<raif'U ilppit^lkri iJHiUf 
IfH* 3toOMO Aci fiom Tno UK Hc4«ay Group 
Lid fer Vtunl Sort®I Hc<el f\r1Mwny 
RoiKl.Bary. Vih? of Gtomorgan, CFo2 7*V 
lo a premise approed as a venue hr 
Mamagc ard Off Partncr^-ip 
TNs app^bon and assoctafififi ptor* are 
Mlable roc puMc Inapectton between 9.00 
am - 4 00 pm Mo^icHy to Friday ai ON | 
Civc OTtcuh HoAor Rood. 8ary CF63 
4RU 

Any persen tmhrg to otifecl to fne grant 
ot tHs approval sboild tmto x> the above 
add r a*s qfsir>q reason* for tho r object ion 
MiTm 21 days of the dale or ptrtcalco of 
the nottefi 
Rob Thom#!* 

Difactor of Oewttopmant Serycas 



GWASAKAETHAU OATBLYGU 
CYNGOR BRO MORGA»#iWG 
DEDOF PRODASAU 1994 A OEDOF 
PARTNERJAETHAU SRIL 2004 


Hyuryair drwy hr yr\ lod vr adran uchod 
rwadi iNrbyn y cai* C&ntj 


I yf adr 

Mf.T . il : 

* UK n 


and aseaciaofid plan* are Gal y c^hoedd arch^Ho r cas 
4c inspection between 9 00 ;Ly-JLriau c^UtiecSq m«na 
Moncby ftd Fnday at n* 4 oOpm o <kVdd Ikn i ddydd< 


0 dan y 

Ddoddf uchod 99 h The UK Holiday 
Group Lid ar gryfar G»a«!y Mount Sorral. 
Had Porthcan, y Bom Bro Morgarmeg 
CF02 ?XY am ganiatdd t eamyddu 
Pnodaoau a Phartnenac^hau Sthl. 

Gal y Cihoedd archvrtlo r cae mw a 
Lrisj c>*ytliecS 9 fh«nq 9 OOam a 
4 OOpm o ddydd Lion i ddf^fOtener yn y 
DintfMg Haol HoRon. y Bam 

Dyta jnrtiyw yn syn giM-rwynetu TKi'r 
canetOd ysqnlcrru freyhorad uchod gar 
rod r rtraymau dro* ou crArt^^nebwd 
a hymv cyn pan 21 rteriod ar 01 dvddad 
oyfcedeSr hy*bysrad tw> 

Rob Thomas- 

Dractor & Oevefoproant Sarv*cw 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 

Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Listed Building Consent / Caniatad Adeilad Rhestrediq 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 
Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2012/01275/LBC 

Add a security shutter and window bars to the inside 
of the store, install a vent for an existing gas boiler 
Dyffryn Gardens, St. Nicholas 

Grade II 


2012/01276/LBC 

To refurbish external and internal finishes, new 
replacement roof covering selected existing internal 
door openings to be raised in height. 

Swanbridge House, St. Marys Well Bay Road, 
Swanbridge, Penarth 

Grade II 


2012/01289/LBC 

Amend the eastern elevation of the West Coach 
house and open up a blocked off window in the 
southern elevation of the West Coach House 
4, Mount Pleasant, Barry 


Grade I 


2012/01292/LBC 

Proposed new tourist accommodation utilising an 
existing Summer House and store room 
Garnllwyd, Llancarfan, Barry 

Grade II* 


2012/01303/LBC 

Extension and alteration to rear section of building 
54, High Street, Cowbridge 

Grade II 


A pplication(s) of General Interest / 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 


Location :/Lleoliad: 


2012/01285/FUL 

Installation of 5MWp solar PV park on the site of 
derelict land associated with the former Ely 
Brickworks 

Woden Park, land off Cwrt yr Ala Road, Michaelston 
Le Pit 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or 

via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 20 December, 2012 

M. Goldsworthy, Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


Apollo 

Mountain Bike 

Red, 17inch wheel, as 
new, unsuitable for 
current owner. Ideal 
Christmas present. 
Offers around £150. 
Tel 01656 784102 

(Porthcawl) 50/51 


Scooter 

Traveller 4 Wheel 

Immaculate condition, 
many extras, hardly 
used, must be seen. 
Cost new £1750, 
accept £890. 

Tel 029 2051 2120 
07860 433908 _ 


Roary Racing Car 

Sit and ride, operated 
by 6volt battery, 
realistic, hardly used, 
sounds and talks. 
Suitable for 2-5 approx. 

£50 

Tel: 01446 401740 


Black Leather 
2 & 3 Seater 
Sofas 

Hardly used. 

£500 

Move reason for sale. 

Tel 01656 650739 


Black Electric 
Cooker 

Hotpoint HUE61. 
Ceramic hobs, duel 
oven, 600mm width, 
hardly used £250. 
Move reason for sale. 
Tel 01656 650739 


Public Notice 

NINA ESTATE 
AGENTS 

are now in 
receipt of an 
offer for the sum 

of £100,000 
for WEST WALK 
30, BARRY 
CF62 8BY. 

Anyone wishing 
to submit an 
offer for this 
property should 
contact Nina 
Estate Agents, 

1 Broad Street, 
Barry, Vale of 
Glamorgan 
CF62 7AA 
or Tel: 01446 
736888 before 
exchange of 
contracts. 
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Council outlines 
Severn Barrage 
fears to Commons 


by LEIGH GRUFFYDD SANDERS 


ON Monday 

(December 17), a 
report was shown 
to the Vale 
Council’s cabinet 
meeting, which has 
been handed to a 
UK Government 
commons select 
committee, outlin¬ 
ing concerns over 
the £34bn project’s 
potential repercus¬ 
sions for the local 
area. 

Led by Coun Lis 
Burnett, the report 
outlines concerns over 
impacts on local ports, 
damage to landscape 
and strains on local 
road networks. 

Including responses 
to consultation with 
local politicians, the 
report has been hand¬ 
ed to the Commons 
Select Committee by 
council planning offi¬ 
cers as a formal 
response to their con¬ 
sultation. 

One of the main con¬ 
cerns was the impact 


the construction period 
of up to Severn years 
could have on the land 
around Lavernock 
Point. The same con¬ 
cerns exist over the 
potential strain on 
local road networks, 
due to the number of 
workers and materials 
needed for the project. 

Concerns are also 
raised over changes to 
the landscape involved 
with hooking the bar¬ 
rage up to the National 
Grid. It also called for 
alternative schemes 
such as tidal reefs, 
lagoons and off-shore 
wind generation to be 
considered as part of 
the proposals. 

There is also the 
impact the barrage 
could have on ports 
upstream of its con¬ 
struction, with Barry 
being the closest port 
upstream, such as the 
displacement of ship¬ 
ping traffic during con¬ 
struction and use. 


Concerns were also 
raised on the impact of 
coastal tourism, and 
the report called for 
the re-naming of the 
project to the 
Lavernock, Penarth or 
Barry-Weston 
Barrage, instead of the 
current Cardiff- 
Weston Barrage, as 
this was “misleading”. 

However, the report 
also admits: “The eco¬ 
nomic benefits of the 
scheme should not be 
understated given the 
employment benefits 
both during construc¬ 
tion and beyond during 
operation. 

“The scheme also 
has the potential to 
generate a significant 
level of tourism and 
educational interest. 
All these issues also 
have the potential to 
impact significantly on 
the local highway net¬ 
work.” 

Supporters of the 
barrage proposals, 
including the Labour 
Neath MP Peter Hain, 
claim it could provide 
five per cent of the 
UK’s electricity, and 
that it could be the 


largest source of 
renewable energy in 
Europe. 

Mr Hain previously 
told The GEM: “It is 
understandable that 
there are fears from 
local people. But there 
will be full discussion 
with local people 
before work starts and 
we want disruption to 
be minimal. 

“There will be activ¬ 
ity - nothing can be 
built without it. It is 
the biggest investment 
in Wales’ history in 
terms of construction, 
engineering and land¬ 
scaping. 

“It is going to be one 
of the world’s most 
iconic sights. There is 
nothing comparable in 
the world, and it will 
bring countless tourists 
to the area. To have one 
of the most iconic 
renewable green proj¬ 
ects here will be some¬ 
thing to be proud of. 

“There are so many 
pluses, including tens 
of thousands of jobs 
created. No matter 
what the merits of 
other schemes, none 
match the potential of 
the Severn Barrage.” 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


Vale MP gets a 
pin-up of the 
month award 


Carol 

service 

NEW Jerusalem 
Congregational 
Church (opposite new 
library) is holding a 
carol service on 
Sunday, December 23 
at 4pm, led by Rev 
Tony Smith and Pastor 
David Follett. 

Refreshments to follow. 
All welcome. 

Street 

surgeries 

OGMORE MP, Huw 
Irranca Davies, will be 
holding street surgeries 
on Friday, December 21; 
this will take the format 
of street surgeries 
between lpm-2pm ad a 
drop in session at the 
constituency office 
between 2pm-3pm. 

All Saints’ 
services 

ALL Saints Church in 
Victoria Square, 


PUPILS at Ysgol 
Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg in 
Barry are enjoying 
taking a break 
from lessons in a 
new school coffee 
shop. 

One of the Welsh 
medium school’s dining 
areas has been trans¬ 
formed into a high 
street-style coffee shop 
and yoghurt bar. 

The facility was 
developed by the Vale 
Council’s ‘Vale 
Catering Services’, the 


Penarth, will hold sev¬ 
eral Christmas servic¬ 
es. 

On Sunday, December 
23, there will be a 
Nativity service at 10 am 
- children are welcome 
to come dressed as an 
angel or shepherd and 
join in! 

At 6pm, there will be 
a traditional service of 
nine lessons and carols, 
followed by seasonal 
refreshments. 

On Christmas Eve, 
there will be two Crib 
services for younger 
children to allow all to 
attend (2pm and 4pm). 
Midnight Mass begins at 
11.30pm. 

On Christmas morn¬ 
ing, there will be Holy 
Communion at 8 am, a 
family communion serv¬ 
ice at 10 am and a serv¬ 
ice of Holy Communion 
at St Peter ’5 Old Cogan 
at 11am. Visit www.all- 
saintspenarth. org. uk. 


school meals depart¬ 
ment. The focus is on 
healthy eating. 

The council’s cater¬ 
ing service is working 
towards food and nutri¬ 
ent-based standards set 
out in the Welsh 
Government’s ‘Appetite 
for Life Strategy’. 

The coffee shop has 
already been pro¬ 
nounced a success, with 
initial feedback sug¬ 
gesting sales are up by 
£100 per day, compared 
to last September. 


VALE MPAlun 
Cairns has been 
declared ‘Pin-Up of 
the Month’ by a 
group campaigning 
for lower taxes and 
better government. 

The Tax Payer’s 
Alliance (TPA) 
announced November’s 
recipients of its monthly 
awards to celebrate those 
in positions of power 
who have done the right 
- and wrong - thing by 
the taxpayer. 

The man, woman or 
organisation to be con¬ 
gratulated for saving 
public money or acting 
in the interests of the 
hard-pressed taxpayer is 
named the TPA’s ‘Pin- 
Up of the Month’. 

Whoever is found to 
have shown the greatest 
disregard for taxpayers’ 
cash or interests is 
shamed as the ‘Pinhead 
of the Month’. 

Alun Caims received 
the award after securing 
the BBC 10-Minute Rule 


Bill in Westminster last 
month. 

The Bill would force 
the BBC to publish all 
invoices for amounts in 
excess of £500 each 
quarter, and allow the 
National Audit Office 
unrestricted access to the 
corporation’s accounts. 

Mr Cairns said: “I’m 
delighted to have been 
given this award. 

“The Tax Payers 
Alliance campaigns for 
hard working tax payers 
and to receive an award 
from them is humbling. 

“In proposing the new 
law, I want the BBC to 
show responsibility 
towards public spending, 
exactly as every other 
public body must do. 
They are no special case. 

“For too long the 
BBC have resisted FOI 
calls and public scrutiny 
is essential. 

“I am delighted that 
the Tax Payers Agree.” 


Ageing Well choir 
entertains elderly 

AGE CONCERN Cardiff and Vale Senior 
Health Shop Barry were delighted when autumn 
Sounds Ageing Well Llantwit Major choir enter¬ 
tained customers with a collection of carols, 
melodies and sketches. 

The ladies and gentleman of the group 
enjoyed getting the customers involved and the 
‘audience ’ showed their appreciation with loud 
and enthusiastic applause. 


Pupils’ own 
coffee shop 


GEM READERS’ LETTERS EXTRA 


Couple left bags of dog poo on 
table used by cafe customers 


S OMEBODY I know who works at 
the Porthkerry Park Cafe told me 
that dog walkers are some of their 
most popular customers, especially dur¬ 
ing the inclement weather. 

Recently, they served a couple with coffee which 
they took outside onto the decking to drink. During 
this time, their dog sat quietly beside them, and 
when they had moved off my friend went out to 
clear the table. 


BEWARE THE 
ENEMY WITHIN! 


I T was always 
my way of 
thinking that 
the Government of 
the day had a 
moral and legal 
obligation to pro¬ 
tect and serve the 
people of its coun¬ 
try. 

Can someone please 
tell me who forgot to 
tell, not just this Tory 
Government, but 
Governments of years 
gone by? 

It has now been publi¬ 
cised that the hate cleric 
Abu Qatada has been 
moved into a £450,000 
house with his wife and 
four children. This is 
costing the taxpayer 
thousands of pounds a 
week in costs, including 
security; also security 
cameras have been fitted 
to nearby lampposts to 
ensure this preacher of 
hate can live in peace. 

Why doesn’t this 
Government get a bit of 
backbone and kick him 
out? Or better still, move 
him into Downing 
Street. 

Then we have another 
two MPs allegedly fid¬ 
dling the taxpayer - one 
of these has been found 


to be unfit to stand trial 
and has effectively been 
let off. This is outra¬ 
geous, a recent televi¬ 
sion programme showed 
people being evicted 
from their home through 
no fault of their own. 
One woman was suffer¬ 
ing from breast cancer. 

Next we have that 
corrupt institution called 
the EU. Why oh why do 
our thick-skinned politi¬ 
cians insist on keeping 
us in this undemocratic, 
corrupt club? Let’s not 
forget, this club in times 
gone by has removed 
elected politicians in 
Greece and Italy and 
replaced them with EU 
fanatics. 

It forced Ireland to 
have a second vote on 
the EU constitution, 
because it doesn’t under¬ 
stand the meaning of 
NO! 

David Cameron has 
no mandate from the 
people of this country to 
negotiate anything - 
unless it is with the will 
of the people. 

With Governments of 
this country walking all 
over the will of the peo¬ 
ple, we don’t need ene¬ 
mies. 

D J Radford, 

Barry. 


Dithering on LDP 


M R John 
Drysdale 
must think 
we were all born 
yesterday with his 
recent letter 
regarding the Vale 
LDP. 


I am not sure if he 
and his Labour Party 
colleagues know what 
the word ‘scrap’ means, 
but it isn’t what they are 
doing with the LDP in 
the Vale. 

The word scrap means 
to dispose of in entirety, 
- but the Labour-led 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Council are only taking 


the LDP back to just the 
first stages - so this real¬ 
ly is just a con! 

On top of this, it took 
Labour group dithering 
for some six months 
before being finally 
embarrassed into making 
a move on the plan. 

Is this how 
Labour/Llantwit First 
intends to run the coun¬ 
cil over the next four 
and half years, because 
all we have seen so far is 
dithering and not much 
action? 

Coun Robert Bertin, 
Independent, 

Barry Town Council. 


LDP being ‘revised’ 


refer- 
to 

i 

Drysdale’s recent let¬ 
ter on speaking plain 
English, anyone with 
a modicum of com¬ 
puter knowledge 
knows that the LDP 
document would 
have been created on 
a word processor 
and then printed. 

Although the printed 
version of the document 
may have been pulped, 
the original word 
processed document was 



retained as source for its 
replacement. 

Therefore, the LDP 
has most definitely not 
been scrapped, it is 
merely being revised. 

Well done Coun 
Bertin for correctly 
pointing out that our 
Labour council are vic¬ 
tims of their own propa¬ 
ganda; and thank you, 
Alun Caims, for recently 
highlighting yet more 
unconvincing spin from 
the Vale’s new Labour 
council. 

Gordon Wilkie, 
Llantwit Major. 


As he approached the table, he noticed two little 
coloured plastic bags sitting beside the cups. These 
people had actually left two bags of dog poo on the 
table! 

The cafe provides a minimum of two bins on the 
decking for customers to use, but there are also dog 
poo bins in the car park within 20 metres of where 
these people were sitting. 

I have seen evidence of this disgusting behaviour 
at the top of the golden steps, where people hang 
bags of dog poo from the branches of trees, but to 
leave this filthy material on a table used for eating 
is beyond belief! 

What must their house be like if they think this 
is acceptable behaviour? 

I really must stress that something like this has 
never happened before, and that the regular dog 
walking customers were appalled by the incident. 

I think litter enforcers should be paying more 
attention to these areas, as it is a disgusting practice 
that needs to be stamped out. 

Name and address supplied 


‘Question leadership’ 


D uring the 

many years 
since I first 
became interested in 
politics, on a number 
of occasions, I have 
managed to ruffle the 
feathers of former 
Vale MPs - namely 
Messrs Gower, 
Sweeney and Smith - 
so it was only a mat¬ 
ter of time before the 
most inexperienced 
Member we’ve had in 
the Vale was caught in 
the crosshairs. 

Some weeks ago, Mr 
Cairns had the audacity 
to question the leader¬ 
ship of our far from per¬ 
fect Welsh Assembly. 

This tirade came with¬ 
in days of Chief Whip 
Mitchell (the person 
responsible for discipline 
in the Tory party) being 
run out of Dodge City 
by a posse of ‘plebs’. 

Then Chancer 
Osborne, not for the first 


time, could not tell the 
difference between stan¬ 
dard or first. 

The Prime Minister 
informed the country 
that he would ensure we 
paid less for gas and 
electricity with a tariff 
which not one of his 
energy team knew any¬ 
thing about. 

All this follows the 
fiasco of the rail fran¬ 
chise issue and the 
removal of the transport 
minister. 

So, Mr Caims, at a 
time when probably 
most, if not all of your 
senior colleagues were 
keeping heads below the 
parapet and the messy 
stuff hitting the fan, per¬ 
haps you should have 
found the time to submit 
a few paragraphs in 
Hansard admonishing 
your own leadership at 
Westminster. 

Colin M James, 

Barry. 


The train now standing 
in the rain is... 


W E have all heard of various 
excuses for late and cancelled 
trains, leaves on the line etc, but 
on Friday while travelling back to Wales 
from London, we were told the delays 
were due to signalling problems because 
of-RAIN! 

Hasn’t anyone told manufacturers about the 
Welsh climate? Perhaps they thought they were 
dealing with the deserts of New South Wales and 
sent the wrong equipment. Someone should have 
checked the delivery note! 

Bill Henderson, St Athan. 

Promises hard to deliver? 


S OME Labour 
councillors are 
still trying to 
convince us that 
their election prom¬ 
ise ‘Labour will 
Scrap the LDP’ has 
been fulfilled by 
stepping back to 
stage 3, their pre¬ 
ferred strategy. 

Coun Drysdale’s let¬ 
ter, ‘Speaking plain 
English on LDP’ (The 
GEM, December 6), 
says that words or phras¬ 
es like ‘not progressed’ 
and ‘replacement’ have 
the same meaning; and a 
similar line was taken by 
Coun Burnett in her 
response to some coun¬ 
cillors’ questions at the 
last council meeting. 

Perhaps my Collins 
concise dictionary of the 
English language may 


confirm their interpreta¬ 
tion. Scrap - ‘to discard 
as useless 

No, that doesn’t seem 
to fit. 

What about the web¬ 
site thesaurus.com which 
defines scrap - ‘aban¬ 
don; throw away’l 

No joy there either! 

The website also 
offers some synonyms: 
‘break up, chuck, con¬ 
sign to scrap heap, 
demolish, discard, dis¬ 
miss, dispense with, 
ditch, do away with, 
drop, get rid of, jettison, 
junk, put out to pasture, 
reject, retire, shed, throw 
out, toss out, write off’. 

Hmmm, perhaps they 
use a different website. 

Promises are a bit like 
babies: easy to make, 
hard to deliver. 

Dennis Harkus, 
FocusBARRY support¬ 
er. 
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Pisgah Chapel 

The festive season 
got off to a flying 
start when pastor 
Len Grabham con¬ 
ducted a carol 
service to a packed 
chapel in Kenfig 
Hill last week. 

There was a tremen¬ 
dous atmosphere with 
singing from the Ysgol 
Y Ferch O’r Sger 
Primary School, 

Comeli, Pil Primary 
School, Pyle, Cefn 
Cribwr Infants and 
Junior School, Mynydd 
Cynffig Junior School, 
the Crescendo Youth 
and Kenfig Hill and 
District Male Voice 
choirs. 

Many of the audi¬ 
ence, who had been 
attending this service 
for years, thought that it 
was the best ever, and 
judging by their enthusi¬ 
asm it seems that choral 
singing is as popular as 
ever. 

As usual, a collection 
was made on the night 
and this year it amount¬ 
ed to a brilliant £559, 
which will be donated 
to good causes in the 
New Year. 

Bethel 

Community 

Church 

NEIGHBOURS and 
friends are invited 
to a carol service 
which will be held 
in the Bethel 
Community 
Church, Pwllygath 
Street, Kenfig Hill, 
followed by refresh¬ 
ments, on Sunday 
December 23 at 
6pm. 

Junior school 
WELL done to the 
following pupils, 
who were nominat¬ 
ed for impressing 
staff at the school 
last week: 

Will Jones - Class 1, 
Nathan Chung - Class 
2, Patricia Davies - 
Class 3, Ieuan Everett - 
Class 4, Josef Gray - 
Class 5, Loxvri Thomas 
- Class 6 and Thomas 
Ress - Class 7. The 
headteachers’ award 
went to Charlotte 
Edmunds - Class 4. 

Congratulations also 
go to the following 
pupils, who joined Mr 
Davies for a special 
lunch last Friday as a 
reward for their high 
standard of behaviour: 
Amber Tidmarsh, 

Joseph Jones, Ewan 
Flower, Brandon 
Git sham, Ffion Clarke, 
Lauren Howe, Eloise 
Abraham-Jones, Mia 
Hopkins, Ben Evans, 
Taryn Matthews, Alex 
Moodie and Amy Ruck. 

The autumn term 
ends today (Thursday) 
at 3.30pm, following the 
school disco, which will 
be held from 1.30pm to 
3pm. Pupils will return 
on Thursday, January 3, 
2013. 


St James’ 
Church 
THERE will be 
special services on 
Sunday, December 
23-Advent IV. 
Christingle in St 
Mary Magdalene 
Church, Maudlam, 
at 4pm, and IX 
Lessons in St 
James Church, 

Pyle at 6.pm. 

Christmas Eve - At 
6pm, there will be car¬ 
ols around the crib and 
communion in St 
James’ Church, Pyle, 
and also at St Mary 
Magdalene Church, 
Maudlam, at 8pm. This 
will be followed by a 
Midnight Mass at 
11.30pm in St James’ 
Church, Pyle. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, ring either the Rev 
Dr Duncan Walker on 
01656 740500/07766 
710373, or Gareth 
Gardener on 07779 
239302. 

Annual dinner 
THE Kenfig Hill 
and District Male 
Voice Choir had 
their annual dinner 
on Friday, 
December 14. 

Chairman Harold 
Phillips said that the 
year started with an 
excellent concert in 
January at the All Saints 
Church, Porthcawl, fol¬ 
lowed by going to pas¬ 
tures new when the 
choir went to sing at the 
Arlington Arts Centre in 
Newbury. 

During June, they 
returned to the Premier 
Inn, Doncaster, for a ter¬ 
rific weekend, while 
going to another new 
venue, Doncaster 
Minster, on this occa¬ 
sion with new friends, 
the Shirebrook Brass 
Band. 

In August, they 
returned to see their old 
friends in Bradford, giv¬ 
ing a concert in the 
cathedral and a perform¬ 
ance in the Odsall 
Stadium. 

He went on to say 
that, after the success of 
the 40th anniversary 
concert last year, they 
would not go back to 
the Grand Pavilion in 
Porthcawl. Yet they did, 
and somehow managed 
to improve on that suc¬ 
cess, and due to popular 
demand will be return¬ 
ing again next year. 

He said that he didn’t 
know what Philip Juliff, 
the choir’s musical 
director is going to do 
to top the last concert, 
but has every confi¬ 
dence that he will. 


With regard to local 
concerts, they sang in 
Pisgah Chapel to open 
the community festival 
week, returned to the 
Green Hall in Cefn 
Cribwr after many 
years, gave a poppy day 
concert in All Saints, 
and a successful concert 
in Comelly Community 
Hall, not to mention the 
St David’s Day concert 
and the vice-president’s 
night in the Grove Golf 
Club. 

He said that he was 
sure that it would be a 
long time before they 
would conclude a year 
on such a high as this 
year, after taking such a 
prominent role in BBC 
Wales’ ‘Coming Home 
with Katherine Jenkins’ 
programme. 

In May, the choir 
spent two long Sundays 
in the Millennium 
Centre recording their 
new CD, the first they 
had done for more than 
10 years, and he was 
sure that everyone 
would agree that it was 
well worth it. 

After the disappoint¬ 
ment of the cancellation 
of the tour to the USA, 
he said that they can 
look forward to going to 
Jersey for what promis¬ 
es to be the most presti¬ 
gious concert the choir 
has undertaken when 
the Jersey Hospice Care 
and Jersey Opera House 
stage a Grand Charity 
Gala Evening. 

They also have three 
return visits next year 
with back-to-back con¬ 
certs in Teddington and 
Bromley, and a seventh 
visit to Selby Abbey, 
when once again they 
can let their hair down 
in Doncaster. They are 
also hoping to take in a 
visit from the 
Shirebrook Brass Band. 

As chairman, he said 
that one of the reasons 
for going through their 
busy schedule was to 
highlight the amount of 
time members spend 
away from home as 
without the understand¬ 
ing of wives and part¬ 
ners the choir would not 
be as successful as it is. 

Before proposing a 
toast to the ladies, 
everyone gave a thought 
to two who were not 
there, Sandra Curl, 
whose father Cliff 
White, a choir member, 
had passed away, and 
Carol Down, whose 
husband Clive, another 
member, had suffered 
horrific injuries in work. 

He ended by wishing 
everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 


Help crackdown on 
underage drinking 
at Christmas - plea 


Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
Trading Standards 
team is asking resi¬ 
dents and local 
businesses to help 
them crack down 
on the sale of alco¬ 
hol to children this 
Christmas. 

A survey of more than 
9,000 secondary school 
children in Wales has 
revealed that just over 
one in eight secondary- 
age students drink every 
week, and statistics have 
shown that by the time 
they reach 15, more than 
eight out of 10 young 
people have already tried 
alcohol. 

As well as reminding 
residents to report any 
incidents of sale of alco¬ 
hol to children, the pub¬ 
lic should be aware that 
it is an offence for adults 
to buy alcohol on behalf 
of someone who is under 
18 - known as a proxy 
sale. 

Deputy Leader David 
Sage said: “Our Trading 
Standards department 


works closely with part¬ 
ners such as South Wales 
Police to reduce young 
people’s access to alco¬ 
hol. 

They use underage 
volunteers to test retail¬ 
ers’ compliance with the 
law, and can take neces¬ 
sary enforcement action 
where illegal sales are 
made. 

“The message is clear 
- retailers must only 
accept approved forms 
of ID and should never 
attempt to guess the age 
of someone without 
making reasonable 

checks.” 

Random checks will 
continue throughout the 
festive period. Should 
anyone wish to report 
suspected sales of alco¬ 
hol to underage people, 
contact Trading 

Standards on 01656 
643643, or email: pub- 
licprotection@brid- 
gend.gov.uk. 


Quiz League 
round-up 


ONLY two games 
on Monday, 
December 10; one 
in the Cup and one 
in the Plate. 

In round two of the 
KO Cup, Tyrisha 
Nomads and Coychurch 
Wanderers found the 
questions not too diffi¬ 
cult and both scored 
steadily although both 
teams ‘busted’ in the 
roll-up round. 

However, Nomads 
picked up five bonuses 
to Wanderers one, and 
eventually went through 
to the quarter-finals by 
61 points to 56. 

In the first round of 
the Plate competition, 
Six Bells found Crown 
Inn ‘B’ a shade too 
strong and were beaten 
56-50. 

Here are your four- 
for-thought: 


1. May 12, 1937 was 
a date for which event 
in London - an event 
which never took place? 

2. Which element 
combines with nitrogen 
in a ratio of three atoms 
to one to form ammo¬ 
nia? 

3. Which football 
club in the 1950s was 
the first in the 20th cen¬ 
tury to win two succes¬ 
sive FA Cup Finals? 

4. Who played the 
part of Jake Lamotta’s 
brother Joey in the 
Martin Scorcese film 
Raging Bulll 

A RUDGE 
(for Quiz League) 
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Chris wins top 
farming bursary 


CHRIS HANKS, a former pupil of 
Llantwit Major Comprehensive School 
was the winner of this year’s prestigious 
Oxford Farming Award - presented at the 
recently-held Royal Welsh Agricultural 
Society (RWAS) Winter Fair. 

A spokesperson said: “Chris beat eight other 
candidates throughout Wales, who all showed 
tremendous skill and knowledge. 

“The enthusiasm and passion for their various 
enterprises was outstanding, and over half of the 
candidates could easily have been selected for the 
bursary. 

“However\ one candidate stood out from the 
others due to his knowledge and hands-on expe¬ 
rience of new projects on the farm employing 
him. 

“The judges felt that Chris would be a first 
class ambassador for the Royal Welsh at the 
Oxford Farming conference to be held in 
January 20132’ 


Porthcawl window 
competition results 



ABOVE: Balkwill Chemist’s winning entry. 



ABOVE: Harrison’s window was the runner-up. 



ABOVE: Seren Fach were highly recommended for this effort. 

THE winners of this 
year’s Porthcawl 
Chamber of Trade 
Christmas window 
competition have 
been announced. 

First prize - Balkwill 
Chemist - presented 
with a Cup and certifi¬ 
cate by chamber presi¬ 
dent Paul Fielding. 

Runner up - Harrison 
Residential Letting - 
presented with a certifi¬ 
cate. 

Highly commended - 
Guttridge Florist and 
Seren Fach - presented 
with certificates. 


ABOVE: 

The Balkwill team celebrate their victory. 


Did you 
know you can 
read your 
GEM online? 

bridgend- 

today.co.uk 
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Barry could have had two 
footballing Johns, had one 
fateful lunch not ensued! 


Barrians return to action - 
BUT FALL TO PENARTH 


BARRY’S John 
Collins has become 
synonymous with 
golf in the town 
after helping youths 
through the ranks 
at Brynhill Golf 
Club, but had it not 
been for one 
lunchtime meal 
gone wrong, we 
could be talking 
about his success in 
another sport. 

John (82), who has 
lived in the town all his 
life, was part of the 
Barry Young People’s 
Association side that 
brought home the FA 
Welsh Youth Challenge 
Cup in 1949, keeping 
goal in the side’s 3-2 win 
over Queen’s Ferry 
Wanderers in Llanidloes. 

He was earmarked for 
a career with Ipswich 
Town in the professional 
game, but it was his 
team-mate John 
Elsworthy, who scored 
twice in that final, who 
would become the dar¬ 
ling of East Anglia. 

“He was a marvellous 
player, big, quite fast and 
good with his head,” 

John remembers in his 
living room, surrounded 
by cuttings of his life. 

“If it wasn’t for him, 
Ipswich wouldn’t have 
done what they did. 
Manager Alf Ramsey did 
so well he became 
England manager,” 
becoming Sir Alf after 
leading England to 
World Cup glory on 
home soil in 1966. 


Barry YPA manager 
Bill Jones acted as a 
scout for Ipswich in 
south Wales, and signed 
John Elsworthy to his 
side after seeing him 
play in the Newport area. 

The YPA team were 
largely from Barry 
Island, and their support¬ 
ers were fiercely proud 
of this. Mr Collins 
recalled one incident 
where an Islander was 
dropped in favour of a 
player from the main¬ 
land, and his family bar¬ 
ricaded the main road on 
to the island to stop him 
from playing! Eventually 
the police were called 
and had to come and 
remove the protesters. 

John was a ‘mainlan- 
der’ himself, having 
attended the same High 
Street school as future 
Arsenal, Cardiff City and 
Wales star Derek 
Tapscott. He and Mr 
Elsworthy received bet¬ 
ter welcomes. 

“We were a very good 
team,” Mr Collins 
recalls. “We had some 
damn good players. 

“A bus took us all the 
way up to north Wales 
(for the final). I mis¬ 
judged a cross which led 
to one of their goals. All 
the players bought me 
crosses afterwards to 
remind me of it. 

“It was great up there. 
How we got up and over 
all the hills on those old 
buses I don’t know.” 

But then came nation¬ 
al service. Ipswich had 
agreed to pay the two 
Johns £10 a week while 
they served their time in 


Ramblers rub 
shoulders with 
Santa Claus! 


FIFTEEN Vale of 
Glamorgan Ramblers 
made their way to the 
Dare Valley Country 
Park, Aberdare for a 
nine-mile walk from 
the information cen¬ 
tre, through the park, 
with its evidence of a 
coal mining past. 

We came out of the 
park, passing some old 
miners’ houses as we 
gradually made our way 
to the upland plateau via 
Tarren y Bwllfa, enjoy¬ 
ing the views on the way, 
and the waterfalls that 
had been created, due to 
there being so much rain 
recently. 

Leaving the Cynon 
Valley at this point, we 
made our way to the 
Rhondda Valley, and fol¬ 
lowed the Afon Rhondda 
Fach up to the Lluest 
Wen reservoir. 

On our way, we passed 
Pont Lluest-Wen, a 19th 
century single-arched 
single track bridge over 
the river. 

Making our way up to 
the reservoir, wondering 
how the levels could be 
so low considering the 
amount of rain that 
we’ve had this year, we 
skirted the perimeter and 
made our way into the 
forest, walking along the 


designated track which is 
also a sustrans track for 
cyclists. We made our 
way round the reservoir, 
stopping for lunch on the 
way. 

As we descended, we 
were joined by a fellow 
rambler and Guy, his 
black labrador, who was 
certainly enjoying the 
walk. 

We picked up our 
tracks, following the 
river for a while before 
the Coed Morgannwg 
Way long distance path, 
and then made our way 
back to the Cynon Valley. 

We were fortunate that 
the weather had cleared 
enough for us to see into 
the valley and beyond. 
The colours were spec- 
tactular. 

After arriving back at 
the park, we had a wel¬ 
come warm drink in the 
information centre, 
which was extremely 
busy, as Santa was visit¬ 
ing also that day! 

For further informa¬ 
tion regarding the Vale of 
Glamorgan Ramblers, 
visit the website vale- 
ofglamorganramblers, co 
.uk, or follow us on face- 
book or twitter. 

Gwenda Fitzpatrick 



Barry’s John Collins with a photo and 
match report from that Barry YPA Welsh 
FA Youth Cup victory in 1949. 


the army, with both set to 
move east when it was 
complete. 

After taking their mili¬ 
tary medicals one morn¬ 
ing, a group of friends 
went for dinner together 
to say farewell. John 
believes that somebody 
must have spiked his 
drink, as he “wasn’t 
much of a drinker”, and 
he ended up worse for 
wear, being dragged 
along with friends to 
sign up for the merchant 
navy instead! He says 
that was: “the end of my 
football career”. 

With John Collins at 
sea for 10 years, his 
friend back home stuck 
to the plan and joined 
Ipswich, making his 
debut in the 1952-53 
campaign. He was part 
of the team that climbed 
through the divisions and 
held the record for being 
the only man to hold a 
Championship medal 


from all three divisions 
after they miraculously 
won the First Division 
title in 1962. He is also 
eighth on the list of all- 
time appearances for the 
club with 435. 

John believes had that 
fateful lunch gone differ¬ 
ently, he could have had 
his name in the record 
books also. “I could have 
made that Ipswich side 
too,” he said. 

“You could see when 
we were playing that I 
was a little bit above the 
others. I had the confi¬ 
dence I could do it, and 
that’s not being big head¬ 
ed.” 

John never saw his 
friend play professional¬ 
ly, but has fond memo¬ 
ries of the Ipswich Town 
Hall of Famer, who 
passed away in 2009 
after battling Alzheimers. 

LEIGH GRUFFYDD 
SANDERS 


THE Barrians 
returned to action 
after two months of 
disruption in a local 
derby against Old 
Penarthians. 

With numerous play¬ 
ers dropping out on the 
day and player-manager 
Ken Chow resting all the 
second team players, it 
seemed a daunting task 
for the Barrians to visit a 
side who had all their 
senior players available. 

Chow handed Brad 
Gee a recall at hooker 
after two years out, while 
Tom Haigh returned as 
captain. Josh Westall 
was moved to No. 8 and 
Andy Betts was convert¬ 
ed into a centre, with 
winger Mike Jones a 
make-shift flanker. 

With conditions hard¬ 
ly perfect, the game 
began at a ferocious 
pace. The Barrians pack, 
led superbly by Haigh 
and Gee, was more than 
a match for their oppo¬ 
nents, holding their own 
in set piece and open 
play alike. 

Despite the parity in 
the tight, it was the home 
side who opened the 
scoring, profiting from a 
chip-and-chase to score 
in the comer. 

The Barrians did not 
let that early slip deter 
them, however, and 
came back strongly 
again. Their determina¬ 
tion was rewarded with a 
penalty opportunity, 
which was unfortunately 
missed by fly-half Luke 
Hewitson. 

The forwards contin¬ 
ued to drive forward 
relentlessly, with Ring, 
Haigh, Westall and ulti¬ 
mately Gee in the thick 
of the action. 

Old Penarthians were 
unable to cut through in 
the tight, but managed to 
profit via their more 
experienced backline, 
and scored two more 
tries before half-time. 

Chow made ruthless 
changes at half time, 
bringing on first Neil 
Fulton, then Jason 
Thomas, to strengthen 


the forward division 
even further. The switch 
paid off, as following 
some superb work by the 
tight forwards, mar¬ 
shalled by scrum-half 
Rhys Manford - who 
was outstanding once 
again - captain Haigh 
powered over for a 
deserved try. Hewitson 
failed to add the extras. 

The Barrians threat¬ 
ened a comeback. 
Despite the home side 
putting more fresh legs 
on to try to up the tempo, 
the green-and-whites 
sensed a shift in momen¬ 
tum and surged forward, 
looking for another 
score. 

When Manford was 
left with a two-on-one on 


the left flank, he put in 
Tony Je nki ns for what 
seemed like a certain 
score, only for the substi¬ 
tute winger to somehow 
butcher the chance, by 
running across the try- 
line but mysteriously not 
grounding the ball, 
before being tackled and 
held up. 

That proved to be a 
turning point as the 
home side took advan¬ 
tage of tired Barrians 
legs to score further tries 
late on, and despite play¬ 
er-manager Chow com¬ 
ing on in the closing 
stages there was going to 
be no miraculous come¬ 
back, the final score 46- 
5. 

While the result was 


disappointing, it was 
great to see some fringe 
players getting game 
time, and the effort by all 
the players, from one to 
15 and also the replace¬ 
ment, was absolutely 
phenomenal. 

Team: Bailey; Evans, 
Mathews, Betts, N 
Jenkins; Manford, 

Hewitson; Ring, Gee, 
Leighton Jones; Haigh 
(captain), Hall; M Jones, 
Lloyd Jones, Westall 
Replacements: 
Thomas, Houldey, 

Fulton, T Jenkins, Chow 
Man-of-the-match: 
Gee. 

KC 


Bees maintain form 


Barry Bees under-lOs enter¬ 
tained a strong Rhiwbina side 
and were determined to finish 
the first half of the season on a 
high. 

Playing up the slope on a sticky 
pitch, the Bees dominated possession 
and, despite the elements, played qual¬ 
ity rugby. 

The forwards, led by captain Isaac 
McBride, were full of aggression and 
intent against a much bigger Rhiwbina 
pack. 

Outside half Cian Anderson scored 
the first try, despite some good defence 
from the visitors. This was soon fol¬ 
lowed by another from winger Cole 
Saunders after an excellent move 
through the backs. 

Rhiwbina were determined to make 
a game of it and continued to use their 
big runners; but the Bees defence, typ¬ 
ified by the tackling of Spence 
Williams, was unyielding. 

In the second half with the slope in 
their favour, there was no stopping 
Barry. Dylan Morris went over for his 
first try in what was only his third 
game, and the Rhiwbina defence began 
to wilt under ferocious pressure from 
the Bees. 

Cole was on fire and scored three 
quick tries as the Barry backs cut 
loose. Rhiwbina rallied bravely and 
scored a deserved try before the ram¬ 
paging Jacob Pereira finished the scor¬ 
ing to make the final score 35-5. 

In the second game, the Bees blood¬ 
ied new players Joe Tanner and Simon 


McKenzie, and the intensity of their 
game was unrelenting. Rhiwbina start¬ 
ed strongly and took the lead, but the 
Bees were not daunted and Robson 
Mallam levelled the score with a pow¬ 
erful run after taking a fantastic high 
ball. 

Hard running Cian scored another to 
put the Bees back in the lead at half 
time. In the second half, Barry upped 
the tempo again. 

An amazing run from second rower 
Ethan Watkins, which took him the 
length of the pitch, was finished by 
Cole. 

Stephen Williams and Joe 
Nationstead were moving the ball with 
purpose setting up attack after attack 
and wingers Taylor Ross-Zeal and 
James Chapman were making dashing 
runs from all parts of the pitch. 

Cian scored two more pulsating 
tries, interspersed with a good score 
from Rhiwbina, before the unstoppable 
Cole finished the scoring to make the 
final score 30-10. 

This was another great performance 
from the Bees and they can now take a 
deserved Christmas break. The coach¬ 
ing team wish all the players and their 
hugely supportive parents a fantastic 
festive season. 

Squad: Isaac McBride, Jacob 
Pereira, Dylan Morris, Ethan Watkins, 
Joseph Nationstead, Joe Tanner, 
Stephen Williams, Cian Anderson, 
Spencer Williams, James Chapman, 
Taylor Ross-Zeal, Cole Saunders, 
Robson Mallam, Simon McKenzie. 

JM 



1 Tyres, Exhausts 
& Batteries 
1 Motorcycle tyres 
fitter! & balanced 



HOLTON ROAD 
BARRY CF63 4HU 
01446 745888 


FREE WINTER CHECK & TOP UP 

p* FREE Battery Check 

• FREE Windscreen Wash check and top up 

• FREE Anti-freeze check and top up 

• FREE Oil check 
Tyre check 

LOWER GUTHRIE 



STREET BARRY CF63 4PS 

01446 737447 



gViHH xvaoHMu 


Qfldacaliit \ TOW litSBina X/mmesnim liHlUl 


www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 


All major credit cards accepted 


OPEN: Monday - Friday 
8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 3.30pm 
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Mazda makes for an enjoyable drive 


W HO Stole 
My 

House? is 
a great children’s 
book that my little 
daughter and I 
enjoy reading 
together. It tells the 
story of a snail who 
takes off her shell 
to have a bath and 
then forgets where 
she left it. A com¬ 
mon problem, you 
can imagine. 

Nature knows that 
the weight of a snail’s 
shell cannot be too 
heavy, otherwise it 
would have disastrous 
consequences. 

The same is true in 
car production and the 
engineers at Mazda 
have given it consider¬ 
able thought with the 
Mazda 2, which weighs 
a tad over 1,000kg, 
almost 100kg lighter 
than Vauxhall’s Corsa. 

That sack of spuds 
difference leads the 
manufacturer to claim 
that its 1.3-litre petrol 


MOTORING WITH 
TIM SAUNDERS 



The Mazda 2 1.31 Tamura (2012) 
five-door hatchback. 


five-door hatchback will 
return 56mpg, as its 
lighter shell makes for a 
more efficient vehicle. 
This all sounds good on 
paper and should mean 
that the 42 litre tank 
will see the car travel 
500 miles. 

A lighter body does 
mean that it feels a bit 
leaf-like in high winds 
or when a lorry over¬ 
takes. But overall it pro¬ 
vides an enjoyable drive 
and its five-speed gear¬ 
box is smooth and deci¬ 
sive - among the best 
on the market. 

Distinctive and 
attractive styling boosts 
the Mazda 2 package, as 
you can in the video at 
testdrives.biz. 

It’s a good quality 
and well put together 
vehicle, but to me the 
rear wiper looks out of 
place, and the rear 
washer could be better 
positioned, as water 
seems to miss the wiper 
when cleaning the 
screen. 

Inside, the interior is 
comfortable if a little 
drab and black but there 


is reasonable leg room 
for both front and rear 
passengers. 

Rear passengers get 
privacy glass and for 
the driver there’s a use¬ 
ful left foot rest. The 
seats are comfy and the 
dashboard is well 
designed and easy to 
navigate. 

The stereo speakers 
seem to be of high qual¬ 
ity, picking up instru¬ 
ments that I was 
unaware of in my 


favourite tunes. 

I like the design of 
the glove box, too. 

The electrically fold¬ 
ing wing mirrors prove 
particularly useful dur¬ 
ing a long traffic jam 
where I can only fit into 
my chosen lane by fold¬ 
ing the mirrors to get 
past a van. It works a 
treat. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, say: “The 
Mazda 2 introduced the 
world to the Japanese 


firm’s belief that light 
weight was every bit as 
important in the fight 
against emissions and 
fuel consumption. The 
philosophy of Mazda 
with the 2 is to make 
every component as 
light as possible.” 

Despite my best 
efforts, I have only 
experienced 49mpg 
when travelling at a 
constant 50mph. Travel 
at 70mph and this drops 
nearer to 40mpg. 

Although Mazda has 
shied away from incor¬ 
porating engine start 
stop technology, per¬ 
haps this would help 
improve efficiency, as 
might fitting a six-speed 
gearbox and cruise con¬ 
trol. 

Mazda 2 1.3-litre 
Tamura (2012) five- 
door hatchback: 

New price range: 
£10,495-£14,795. 

Economy: 46mpg. 

0-60mph: 13.2secs. 

Top speed: 106mph. 

Power: 82bhp. 

Fuel tank: 42 litres. 

Watch the video at 
www. testdrives. biz. 


PARALYMPIAN STARS HAVE 
‘SCOPE’ FOR INSPIRATION 



ABOVE: SCOPE clients have been learning about the benefits of healthy eating. 


PARALYMPIANS 
Rhys Jones and 
Kyron Duke have 
been inspiring 
groups of disabled 
adults to keep their 
hearts healthy, as 
part of a project 
funded by a Heart 
Research UK and 
SUBWAY ‘Healthy 
Heart Grant’ of 
£9,500. 


The programme, 
‘Calon Hapus’ or 
‘Happy Hearts’, has 
been run by Scope 
Cymru, a charity that 
supports disabled peo¬ 
ple and their families. 

This fun, educational 
programme has taken 
place in south Wales at 
three of Scope’s adult 
skills development cen¬ 
tres in Sully, Bridgend 
and Cwmbran. 


Inspired by their vis¬ 
its from Rhys and 
Kyron over the past few 
months, both the Sully 
and Cwmbran Centre - 
in Penarth and 
Pontnewydd - have 
hosted their own 


Olympic games, where 
over 110 disabled adults 
came along - more than 
double the original 
number planned. 

The Sully Centre’s 
tuck shop has also been 
completely revamped to 


offer healthier alterna¬ 
tives, smaller portions 
and healthy heart cook¬ 
ing lessons supported 
by a dietician, giving 
the participants basic 
skills for improving 
their diets. 


AWAY DEFEAT FOR 
VALE CHESS TEAM 



V. 


LAN DOW 


v nil c i * 111 r » * 


• Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 

• Van MOT Preparation 

• Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 

Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit I OVale Business Park, Llandow 


AFTER their glori¬ 
ous victory over 
Cardiff in the first 
weekend of this 
year’s Welsh 

Premier League, the 
Vale chess team 
travelled to 

Abergavenny with 
thoughts that a 
repeat of that type 
of performance 
could build the plat¬ 
form for an unlikely 
challenge for a 
European qualify¬ 
ing place this sea¬ 
son. 

On his debut, young 
Rhys Steele faced an 
adversary graded 300 
points higher than him 
but survived his oppo¬ 


nent’s pressure to reach a 
comfortable drawn posi¬ 
tion. 

On board three, Nigel 
Ralphs had the better of 
his drawn game and per¬ 
haps could have pressed 
for a win against his 
higher-rated opponent. 

These were the only 
two positives on a day 
when the Vale were put 
firmly in their place by a 
very strong Abergavenny 
side who boasted three 
players who have held 
the title of joint Welsh 
Champion. 

Vale top board Steve 
Cunliffe dropped a pawn 
soon after the opening 
and that was enough for a 
lost game against an 
opponent of this quality. 

Craig Woolcock 
worked hard against his 
much higher-rated oppo¬ 


nent but to no reward, 
while Joe Turner on 
board two tried his usual 
‘mix it up’ tactical 
approach - but it back¬ 
fired this time and he was 
in trouble from quite 
early on. 

The pairing on board 
four was the ‘captain’s 
table’ and the only one 
where the player’s grad¬ 
ings were close, but Lee 
Davis didn’t play the best 
line in the opening and 
missed several drawing 
chances before losing in 
the last game to finish on 
the day. 

So the Vale must lick 
their wounds, re-group, 
and focus on the next 
round against Cwmbran 
after Christmas - surely 
they won’t face oppo¬ 
nents of this quality 
every match. LD 


Harvey storms to 
victory to take the 
Celtic Challenge 


TOM HARVEY 
drove a controlled 
race from start to 
finish to secure the 
2012 Celtic 

Challenge 
Championship dur¬ 
ing last Sunday’s 
rain-threatened 
race at Llandow. 

Starting from pole 
position, the 14-year-old 
from Bonvilston made a 
lightning start to pull 
away early from the rest 
of the field and maintain 
the gap to take the che¬ 
quered flag. 

During Friday and 
Saturday practice, the 
rising Welsh star took 
little time to demonstrate 
his level of talent, leav¬ 
ing many of his competi¬ 
tors in awe as they strug¬ 
gled to match his scintil¬ 
lating pace, no matter 
what the track condi¬ 
tions were like. 

A cold and wet track 
set the scene for 
Sunday’s timed qualify¬ 
ing session and Tom’s 
team knew the correct 
kart set up would give 
him the chance to show 
his authority at his home 
track and he duly 
rewarded the team with 
pole position, with a 
time of 49.04 seconds, a 
huge 0.76 seconds 
quicker than his nearest 
competitor, Rob Ellis, 
who always puts in a 
strong performance in 
the wet. 

The track remained 
wet for the first heat and 
Tom made a strong start 


pulling out several kart 
lengths before they 
entered the first corner. 
From here he was to 
extend his lead over Rob 
Ellis, who had no answer 
to the pace that Tom was 
setting. 

As the track started to 
dry, Harvey had a com¬ 
fortable lead and was 
seeking out the wet 
patches on the track to 
look after his wet weath¬ 
er tyres. 

As the pre-final 
approached, Tom knew 
tyre choice would be 
critical and he made a 
very wise decision to run 
his new race slicks, 
which he felt would be 
advantageous for the 
drying track. As Harvey 
made his way to the grid 
other competitors could 
see his tyre choice and 
the whole field chose to 
run on dry weather slic- 
ka as well. 

The team knew with 
some parts of the track 
still greasy and wet it 
would require good driv¬ 
ing to lead from the 
front, Tom made the per¬ 
fect start and showed the 
rest of the field his level 
of ability by winning the 
race by a huge 7.01 sec¬ 
onds. 

With black clouds 
hanging over the track 
and a rainbow on the 
horizon, the chances of 
rain were high and a late 
call would have to be 
made on which tyres to 
run. Prior to the final 
race, Tom’s mechanics 
were seen making some 
last minute adjustments 


to the kart to ensure he 
had the optimal set up. 

Meanwhile a relaxed 
Harvey was waiting 
patiently to get the race 
started and he made the 
final and important call 
- to race on dry weather 
tyres. 

Harvey stormed off 
the start line as the lights 
went green to pull away 
from Rob Ellis and 
Harry Williams. On the 
opening few laps, he had 
already carved out more 
than a two-second lead, 
with the closest battle 
behind for second place. 

With that comfortable 
lead, he looked at ease as 
he maintained the gap 
and controlled the race 
all the way to the flag. 

“It feels really good 
and I am happy that I 
won” said Harvey. 

“Slick tyres were the 
right choice and I knew 
with a good start I could 
build and maintain a 
lead. 

“All weekend I was 
the fastest, whether in 
practice, qualifying or in 
the race. It’s a great feel¬ 
ing to perform like this, 
especially at my home 
track in front of my local 
fans and sponsors.” 

Tom went on to thank 
his main sponsor, 
Armytage, the Cardiff 
based kitchen, bathroom 
and bedroom furniture 
retailer, for their support 
over the weekend. 

JR 


Imps under-lls have 
new training tops 



PICTURED above 
are Cadoxton Imps 
under-lls AFC in 
their new sponsored 
training tops. 

Coaches Gary Oxley 
and Richard Harris 
would like to thank 
Tanners Electrics for 
their generous sponsor¬ 
ship and support this sea¬ 
son. 


Send us your 
sports reports 
and news - 
email us at: 

gemeditorial 

@tindlenews. 

co.uk 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


• Ford 

m Ford Focut 

• Focut 

Emit* 

• Ford 5 M«i 

• 

Traniportar 
• Mcfoeae&ttenmJi 
9Mdmin<}uM6 



Fui *v***trt» on Our 

www.wlckvanhlre.co.uk 
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07 07 MINI Cooper 1.6 3Dr. 
Black, 1/2 Cream Leather, Air 
Con, CD Player, Alloys, FSH, 72k. 


£6,790 


05 55 MAZDA RX8 4Dr (231). 

Full Black Leather, Heated Seats, 
MFSW, Climate Control, 6 Speed, 58k. 


£3,790 


03 03 LAND ROVER Freelander 2.0 TD4 
Kalahari Hardback 3Dr. Blue, Diesel, Full 
Cream Leather, Air Con, Alloys, 89k. 


08 58 BMW 520d M Sport 4 Dr Saloon. Grey, Diesel, Full 
Black Leather, Sat Nav, 1 Owner, Cruise & Climate 
Control, FSH, Parking Sensors F&R & Much More, 65k. 


£13,990 


08 58 SEAT Alhambra 2.0 TDI PD Stylance 7 Seat 
5Dr. Black, Heated Seats, Parking Sensors, 

6 Speed, Climate Control, Alloys, 77k. 


£8,990 







09 09 VW Passat 2.0 STDi CR DPF 4Dr 
Saloon. Blue, Diesel, 1 Owner, Air Con, 
6 Speed, FVWSH, Alloys, 81k. 


05 05 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.6 16v 
Enjoy 5Dr. Silver, Air Con, CD Player, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 77k. 


£2,990 


57 08 BMW 320i SE 2Dr. Red, Sat 
Nav, Climate Control, Parking 
Sensors, FSH, Auto, 71k. 


■ 


10 10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1,4i 16v 
(100) Exclusive 5Dr. Black, Auto, Air 
Con, MFSW, CD Player, 40k. 


08 58 VOLVO S40 2.0D SE 4Dr 
Powershift. Blue, Diesel, Auto, FSH, 
Climate Control, MFSW, 82k. 


£10,290 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


£7,790 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 





< A Better service at a Better price ^ 


4 Wheel 
Laser 
Alignment 

from 

£18 


Diagnostic from.£39.95 

Radio Decodes.£14.99 

Full Valets from .£40.00 

Key Programming 
DPF Problems 
ECU Repairs 
Gear Box repairs 
Air Bag Faults 
Brakes and ABS 
All Repair work undertaken 


Tyres 
from 
I £17.951 


CAR 

REMAPPING 

£179.00 

Save £££s on 
Fuel Economy 
and Increase 
Performance 


Full Car 
Servicing 
from 

£100 

+ VAT 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glar 

www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

|Tel. 01446 735561 

norgan CF63 2NW 

WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30 - 5.30 
Saturday 8.30 - 13.00 

All major 
credit 
cards 
accepted 
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on voi4ffco 



ftr 


Gary would like to wish all our 
4 . customers a Merry Christmas and thank 
you for your continued loyal support 




UDi 

Elegance Auto 

In Met Grey with full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav 

£6,995 


58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 

5-dr, met black, 43,000 mile diesel 
with multisopke alloys 

£8,995 


59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£7,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 
Diesel (Face Lift) 

Black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value 

£7,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


10 VW Fox 1.2 
Urban 

Red, 32,000 miles, 

1 local owner 

£5,495 



11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 
CDTi EFIex 

White, 25,000 miles, sporty looks, 
low running costs 

£10,995 



59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 



09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 Diesel M-Sport. In white, with 
tan leather, 40,000 miles, 1 owner, huge specification 

.£29,995 

59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white leather, 
39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new . . .£17,995 
11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi EFIex. In white, 25,000 

miles, sporty looks, low running costs.£10,995 

58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel in met blue with 
black/cream leather, 38,000 miles.£9,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr in met black, 43,000 mile 

diesel with multispoke alloys.£8,995 

04 BMW X3 2.5 Sport Auto in met blue with beige 
leather. 59,000 miles, Panoramic roof, etc . . . .£8,995 
10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. In met blue, 38,000 
miles, host of extras .£7,995 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, 

etc, £30 road tax, low insurance.£7,995 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In black, 

71,000 miles, fantastic value.£7,995 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 

miles.£7,695 

10 RENAULT Clio 1.2i Music 5-dr (100). In bright met 

green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

59 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 SRI 5-Dr. In silver, low mileage 

example with bodykit .£6,995 

09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, fantastic 

value, new shape at .£6,995 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr Automatic. Met 

grey, 20,000 miles.£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 Diesel Design (150). In met 
black, 1 owner, 7 seats.£6,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 miles, 

a/c, alloys etc .£6,995 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey with 

full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav.£6,995 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver with 
beige leather trim, 73,000 miles , sat nav .... £6,495 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4XE 5-dr in black, 23,000 miles £5,995 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Verve 3-dr. In black, 19,000 miles, 

1 owner, Air Con, alloys etc.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design 5-dr Automatic. In 

met grey, 21,512 miles .£5,795 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In ice blue, 

41,000 miles, low insurance .£5,695 

KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 miles, 
low insurance .£5,495 

10 VW Fox 1.2 Urban. In red, 32,000 miles, 1 local owner 
with e/w, c/I.£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local 
owner, only.£5,495 

57 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta. In black, 29,000 miles, 

superb throughout.£5,495 

55 VW Passat Highline TDi 10 Diesel Estate. In black, 
58,000 miles, with black leather .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles.£4,995 

08 CITROEN C3 1.4 ‘Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 miles, 1 

owner.£4,995 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.5 Diesel Style 3-dr. In met purple, 
51,000 miles, £30 road tax.£4,995 


08 


08 


11 


07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III. In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 

1 owner, sports coupe .£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design Coupe. In black, 
53,000 miles.£4,995 

55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In 

platinum metallic, 62,000 miles.£4,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, 

full leather trim, stylish sports coupe at.£4,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 miles, 

high spec example at.£4,795 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. In electric blue with full 

leather trim, 82,000 miles, convertible at.£4,495 

03 MINI Cooper Automatic. In met red, 73,000 miles, 

host of extras .£3,995 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Life Automatic Estate. In 

blue, 26,000 miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

56 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Sport 3-Dr. In silver, 38,000 miles, 

with air con, alloys etc.£3,995 

56 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme (New Shape) In silver, 

30,000 miles.£3,995 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr. In ice blue metallic, 

60,000 miles, low insurance .£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 

miles, fantastic value at.£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion 1.0S+ 5-dr. In silver, low 

insurance + £30 road tax, with sun roof .£3,795 

55 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr. In met red, 64,000 

miles, air con, alloys etc.£3,795 

04 HONDA Civic 1.6 Sport 3-dr. In silver, a/c, cd, alloys, 

local car .£3,295 

05 RENAULT Megane 1.5TDCi ‘Rush’ 3-dr. In electric 
blue, 67,000 miles, low road tax diesel at . . . .£2,995 

54 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi Twinport. 5-Dr, in silver, 

34,000 miles.£2,995 

53 VW Golf 1.4 Match 5-dr. In met BRG, 63,000 miles, 
low insurance .£2,995 

53 VW Polo 1.2 Twist 5-dr. In met silver, 89,000 miles, 

alloys etc.£2,995 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 

88,000 miles, fantastic MPG.£2,995 

S BMW Z3 1.9 Convertible in silver with black leather, 
18 inch alloys, etc.£2,995 

55 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique. in silver, 49,000 

miles, S/R, alloys.£2,995 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two tone, 
£30 road tax.£2,795 

52 PEUGEOT 206 Convertible. In met blue/black, 

leather, 46,000 miles, 1 owner .£2,695 

51 BMW 316Ti SE Compact. In met jade, 78,000 miles, 

nice example at .£2,695 

02 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Ghia 5-Dr. In met blue, 65,000 

miles, air con, alloys etc.£2,695 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 
miles.£2,495 

54 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 3-dr. In met red, 

58,000 miles, low insurance .£2,495 

54 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-Dr. In silver frost met., 80,000 
miles, air con etc.£2,495 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd .£2,495 



09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 
Diesel M-Sport 

In white with tan leather, 40,000 miles, 
1 owner, huge specification 

£29,995 



07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III 

In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 1 owner, 
sports coupe 

£4,995 



10 RENAULT Clio 
1.2i Music 

Bright met green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner 

£6,995 



04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road tax 

£2,795 


R3C 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R3C 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 


01446 722600 


FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDJT CARDS TAKEN 

MINT! DUATAC AKin El III nCC/*ni nTIAIkl /Mkl 1AIED CITE 


□ 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 


+ black 
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Bridgend Seconds 
drown in the rain 
against Bargoed 


BARGOED Second 
XV avenged a 20-16 
home defeat by 
Bridgend Athletic, 
running out 17-10 
winners this time at a 
rain-swept 
Newbridge Fields. 

Both sides deserve 
credit for battling the 
rain and mud and trying 
to play positive rugby. 

Bridgend Athletic 
welcomed back former 
player, the popular wiry 
centre Carle Ellis. It is 
rumoured it took a 
Domino’s Pizza voucher 
to secure his signature. 

Bargoed, with a slight 
wind advantage, opened 
more brightly, and took 
the lead when they 
exposed some frail tack¬ 
ling to cross for a try. 

The Athletic then 
came more into the 
game. They camped 
inside the Bargoed 22 
for the closing 10 min¬ 
utes of the half. 

They showed enter¬ 
prise by declining a 
number of kickable 
penalties, opting to keep 
the ball alive. Finally, on 
the stroke of half-time, 
they did opt to kick for 
goal, and captain and 
outside half Tom Cole 
reduced the half-time 
deficit to 5-3. 

The second period 
started evenly - but then 
Bargoed started using 
their rolling maul to 
good effect. Flanker 


Chris Whitcombe came 
off the bench - and 
made a crunching tackle 
- but within two minutes 
was back on the side¬ 
line with a yellow card 
for illegally halting a 
potential scoring oppor¬ 
tunity for Bargoed. 

Bargoed took advan¬ 
tage of the extra player, 
driving over from a 10 
metre lineout to lead 10- 
3. 

Almost immediately, 
the Athletic responded. 
Centre Nick Hinton 
made an excellent side 
stepping break from 
inside his own half 
before handing on to 
Cole, who looped a pass 
to wing Will Williams to 
gallop over in the comer 
from 30 metres out. 

Cole kicked an excel¬ 
lent touchline conver¬ 
sion to level the scores 
and bring his season’s 
points tally to 105. 

The Athletic tried to 
keep play open. 
Unfortunately a cross 
kick intended for 
Williams was intercept¬ 
ed by his opposite num¬ 
ber, who ran in unop¬ 
posed for Bargoed’s 
third try. The conversion 
took the score to 17-10. 

Athletic wing James 
Olds made a number of 
solo runs and the front 
row of Huw Morris, 
Wayne Fookes and Aled 
Thomas scmmmaged 
well against heavier 
opponents. 


Memorial darts 


THE Dai Winney memorial mixed pairs 
darts competition takes place at The 
Farmers Arms in Nottage, Porthcawl on 
Wednesday, December 26, 2pm for 3pm 
start; £2.50 per person to enter, and a 
wide variety of raffle prizes. 

HW 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


• Bppe-s 

• Tr*r* 4 s 

• WT Transporter* 

• ScrrOBTB 

• Jumbo Van* 

• Luton Renw# 

• Vans 

• Tipper trucks 

• Cm* tab dfopitios 



Full detail* aval able on our wetxlt* 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 



However, Bargoed 
were more organised 
and disciplined than the 
Athletic in defence and 
relied more on team 
work rather than individ¬ 
ual flair to carry the day. 

FIRST XV 
TRAINING 
SESSION 
WITH WELSH 
COACHES 
THE Athletic squad 
were invited to the 
Welsh training head¬ 
quarters at the Vale to 
a training session with 
Wales and British 
Lions coach Rob 
Howley and Welsh 
Fitness and 

Conditioning coach 
Adam Beard. 


Hopefully, this will 
help boost moral in the 
squad as they begin the 
second half of the season 
in the new Swalec 
Championship. They lie 
in ninth place, but have 
two games to rearrange 
at home to Tata Steel and 
away at Llanharan. 

This Saturday they 
visit Bonymaen - 
always a difficult side to 
play away - looking to 
avenge a 29-28 home 
defeat on the opening 
day of the season. 

They follow this with 
a home fixture on 
December 29 to 
Whitland, looking to do 
the double over their 
west Wales rivals. AB 


Eddie’s book 
launch at library 



Pictured above are Marlene Raybould, long¬ 
time partner of former Cardiff City, Barry 
Town and Porthcawl Town manager Eddie 
May, and author Gary Wharton, who co¬ 
penned the book with Eddie, at the recent 
launch of Tddie May - My Story ’ at Barry 
Library on December 8. Marlene described 
the day as “smashing”. 

Bad result for 
Tondu under-13s 


TONDU under-13s 
travelled to 

Llanharan for their 
first game for a 
number of weeks. 

They did not show 
any rustiness as they 
attacked right from the 
kick-off, but ball was 
lost in contact and tack¬ 
les missed and they 
found themselves 17 
points down in no time. 

They did steady them¬ 
selves and scored 
through a quick tap and 
go by B Rich, converted 
by J Evans. 

Then, C Gibson, on an 
arcing run, got in wide 
out and scored, the con¬ 
version landed by E 
Thomas. 

From broken play, B 


Rich dashed over for 
another try for a half¬ 
time score of Llanharan 
under-13s 24, Tondu 
under-13s 19. 

From the kick off it 
was attack again, and 
with good hands and 
close support among the 
forwards it was J 
Morgan who crashed 
over wide out for a try. 

This was the end of 
Tondu’s scoring, because 
from then on it was back 
to bad old ways. When 
Tondu are in possession 
players must support the 
ball carrier, and when 
they lose the ball, they 
must get back and 
defend; they cannot 
afford to miss tackles. 

Full time score: 
Llanharan 53, Tondu 24. 


Pencoed work hard 
for a friendly win 


DIVISION 4 south 
west Pyle made 
Pencoed (Division 3 
south west) work 
hard for this 19-5 
win, the friendly 
match played in 
heavy conditions at 
the Bryn Glas 
ground. 

The main difference 
between the sides on the 
day was a dominant 
Pencoed scrummage, the 
starting front row of 
Christian Powell, Tom 
Drew and Nicky 
Hawkins giving 

Pencoed early match 
momentum, taking sev¬ 
eral heels against the 
head. 

Pencoed opened the 
scoring having gained a 
foothold in the home 22, 
before a home scrum 
broke up in disarray and 
the match official 
awarded Pencoed a 
penalty try, which Marc 
Davies converted. 

Pencoed substitute 
Ashley Halse then made 


an immediate impact, 
turning the ball over at 
the breakdown, before 
getting back in the next 
phase of play to make a 
fine cover tackle in his 
own 22 to foil a danger¬ 
ous home raid. 

Pyle centre Adam 
Rickards then took 
advantage of a hesitant 
Pencoed defence, slanti¬ 
ng over wide out. Prop 
forward Powell then 
made an important tack¬ 
le which kept his line 
intact for Pencoed to 
lead 7-5 at the interval. 

Pencoed opened the 
second half well, contin¬ 
uing to pressurise the 
home side at the scrum¬ 
mage before influential 
outside half Davies, on 
his return from injury, 
weaved his way over 
from close range. 

Pyle returned to the 
attack with Pencoed 
flanker Liam Evans 
doing well to chase 
back, and pull off a des¬ 
perate last-ditch tackle 
to thwart the home side. 


Jake (7) skis 
for Wales in 
Milton Keynes 



Jake sets his heart on Winter Olympic gold 
after spying the medal won by Amy Williams in 
Vancouver in 2010. 


COWBRIDGE boy 
Jake Williams (7) 
was selected to ski 
for Wales in the 
Snolympics held in 
Milton Keynes 
recently. 

Jake was one of 16 
children chosen from 
hundreds across Great 
Britain to compete in 
the Ice Age-themed 
events in front of 
Olympic heroes includ¬ 
ing Amy Williams 
MBE, Great Britain’s 
first Winter Olympics 
gold medalist in 30 
years, Olympic snow¬ 
board star Dan 
Wakeham and freestyle 
skier Becky Hammond. 

Jake thoroughly 


enjoyed the experience, 
winning a bronze medal 
in his class, and now 
has high hopes that one 
day he will join Amy 
Williams with a gold at 
the Winter Olympics, 
but maybe not for a few 
years yet! 

Jake learned to ski in 
Val d’lsere, France, 
starting at the age of just 
four, and said: “I ski on 
a dry slope in Cardiff 
every Friday afternoon 
with The Cathedral 
School ski team, but I 
can’t wait to go snow 
skiing in France again. I 
would love to take part 
in the Winter Olympics, 
as long as I can still 
play rugby for Wales!” 

Jonathan Williams 


Substitute fly half 
Adam Halse then gave 
Pencoed good territory, 
before second row Dano 
Howells was just held 
up. 

The Pencoed pack 
were not to be denied 
however, and following 
a number of close up 
scrums sealed the out¬ 
come with a push over 
try from No8 Gareth 
Prentice, Adam Halse 
adding the conversion 
for Pencoed to run out 
19-5 winners. 

On Saturday, Pencoed 
return to league action 
when they entertain 
Y stalyfera at the 
Recreation Ground, 
2.30pm kick-off. 

Pencoed youth con¬ 
tinued their unbeaten 
Ospreys League run 
with a fine 19-3 win 
over a Mumbles side 


containing four Ospreys 
regional players. 

Rhys Bargery and 
Rhys Clarke got the 
Pencoed tries with Jamie 
Penson (two) and Adam 
Williams adding penalty 
goals. The win was 
based on a strong defen¬ 
sive performance, allied 
to some superb running 
rugby in the heavy 
underfoot conditions. 

In an all-round team 
performance front rower 
James Tredray, and back 
rower Rhys Bargery had 
outstanding games. 

On Saturday, Pencoed 
host Penallta in a friend¬ 
ly, before travelling to 
unbeaten Gorseinon in 
the Ospreys league on 
December 29; this match 
likely to have a bearing 
on the eventual outcome 
of the Ospreys League. 

TR 


LLANTWIT 
MAKE CUP 
PROGRESS 


AGAINST Barry 
the previous week 
Llantwit failed to 
take their chances, 
but against a pow¬ 
erful pack this time 
they ran in three 
excellent tries to 
reach the last 32 of 
the Welsh Cup with 
a 24-16 win over 
Rhigos. 

Try scorers were full 
back Marcus Pearce, 
centre Wisea Facacegu 
and scrum half Ryan 
Evans, with fly half 
Chris Fowler converting 
all three tries and adding 
a penalty. 

Man of the match 


went to Llantwit tight 
head prop Dave Taylor, 
who has made a big 
impression since return¬ 
ing to the rugby fraterni¬ 
ty, having previously 
played centre. 

Other players to catch 
the eye were hooker 
Spencer Sutton, centre 
Wisea and replacement 
winger Jack Austin. 

This week, Llantwit 
travel to Cowbridge and 
hopefully their improve¬ 
ment will continue and 
we will see a passionate 
and skilfull local derby. 

The Druids game at 
Pontycymmer was can¬ 
celled due to a water¬ 
logged pitch. 


DG 

Rugby club looks 
for youth coach 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic Youth are 
looking for an assis¬ 
tant coach to work 
with the team for 
the remainder of 
the season. 

Previous coaching 
experience is desirable, 
as are WRU coaching 
qualifications. 

Bridgend Athletic 
Youth play in the 
Ospreys ‘A’ League and 


currently have more than 
30 players on their 
books. 

Training takes place 
on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings. 

Anyone interested in 
coaching an enthusiastic 
and successful youth 
section should telephone 
either Mark Phillips 
(team manager) on 
07856 769186, or Ian 
Greenman (head coach) 
on 07880 788008. 


Chess round-up 


BOTH Bridgend A and Bridgend B chess 
teams ended the year with wins. 

In the East Glamorgan Chess league, the A team 
in Division 2 were too strong for St John’s, getting an 
excellent result by beating them 3.5 to 1 5. 

The B team were also home against Caeffatri’s 
fourth team and had no problem, winning by 3.5 to 


1.5. 


For further information on Bridgend Chess Club, 
visit: www.bridgendchessclub.com. MK 































